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HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

Pierre Laclede Liguest, recipient of a land grant from the King of France, and his 13-year-
old scout, Auguste Chouteau, selected the site of St. Louis in 1764 as a fur trading post. 
Laclede and Chouteau chose the location because it was not subject to flooding and was 
near the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. Construction of a village, named 
for Louis IX of France, began the following year. Most of the early settlers were French; 
many were associated with the fur trade. St. Louis transferred to the Spanish in 1770, 
returned to France under a secret treaty with Napoleon and, following the Louisiana 
Purchase of 1803, became part of the United States. According to legend, on the day of 
transfer of the territory to the United States in 1803, St. Louis flew under three flags in 
one day--French, Spanish, and American.  

The town gained fame in 1803 as the jumping-off point for the Louisiana Purchase Expedition 
of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. After 1804, more New Englanders and other East 
Coast emigrants settled in St. Louis, but the population remained predominantly French until 
well into the 19th-Century. St. Louis incorporated as a city in 1823. During the 19th-
Century, St. Louis grew into an important center of commerce and trade, attracting 
thousands of immigrants eager to find a new life on the edge of the frontier.  

Between 1840 and 1860, the population exploded with the arrival of many new immigrants. 
Germans and Irish were the dominant ethnic groups settling in St. Louis, especially in the 
wake of the German Revolution and the Irish Potato Famine. St. Louis was a strategic location 
during the American Civil War, but it stayed firmly under Union control--in large part because 
of the fiercely loyal German influence. No major battle was fought in or near the city, 
although the "Battle of Camp Jackson" was a noteworthy skirmish fought on the modern-day 
location of the St. Louis University campus. Later waves of St. Louis settlers included 
Italians, Serbians, Lebanese, Syrians, and Greeks, who settled here by the late 19th-Century.  

St. Louis's current boundaries were established in 1876, when voters approved separation 
from St Louis County and establishment of a home rule charter. St. Louis was the nation's 
first home rule city, but unlike most, it was separated from any county. Baltimore also is a 
similarly divided metropolis. Although this boundary would in the future prove a severe 
limitation to the City of St. Louis, at the time there was ample room for the city to grow 
within its fixed boundaries. After the Civil War, St. Louis continued its rapid growth, and by 
1900 was a major manufacturing center. Industries grew in St. Louis because of the city's 
dominance in the region, its access to rail and water transportation, and the city's central 
location in the nation. The 1874 construction of the Eads Bridge made St. Louis an important 
link in the continuing growth of transcontinental rail travel--but came too late to prevent 
Chicago from overtaking it as the largest rail hub in the nation. By the 1890s, St. Louis was 
the nation's fourth largest city.  

One of the City's great moments came in 1904, when it hosted a World's Fair: the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition, in Forest Park and the city's western edge. The 1904 Olympic Games 
were also held in St. Louis, at Washington University's Francis Field, in conjunction with the 
fair. More than 20 million people visited the fair during its seven-month run, immortalized in 
the song "Meet Me in St. Louie, Louie." Through the early 20th-Century, St. Louis continued 
to industrialize. The increasing popularity of the automobile caused congestion in the 
downtown area as early as the 1920s. Rapid transit schemes were proposed but never 
seriously considered. St. Louis was home to the nation's first gasoline station and first 
automobile accident; today, the region is second in the nation only to the Detroit area in 
automobile production. During the Great Migration, thousands of African-Americans moved to 
St. Louis between World War I and World War II. By 1940, over 800,000 people lived in the 
City of St. Louis.  

After World War II, the City's population peaked at 856,000 by 1950. This crowded city had 
no more room to grow within its fixed boundaries, and much of the housing stock had been 
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neglected during the Great Depression of the 1930s and during World War II. Thus any new 
growth had to occur in the suburbs in St. Louis County, which St. Louis could not annex. 
Although some African-Americans from the South, as well as Southeast Missourians, 
continued to move into St. Louis, earlier immigrant generations gradually moved to suburbia. 
Urban renewal efforts and public housing development programs could not stem the tide of 
population loss, and in some cases contributed to the decline. Four new interstate highways 
cut block-wide swaths through neighborhoods, facilitating the exodus to the suburbs. 
Meanwhile, the last streetcar line in St. Louis, the Hodiamont, stopped operating in 1966. In 
the early 1970s, suburbanization of the African-American population began. By 1980, the 
City's population had fallen to about 450,000.  

Yet, the 1965 construction of the Gateway Arch and 1966 construction of Busch Memorial 
Stadium (home of the Cardinals baseball team) helped promote the revitalization of the 
central business district. A thirty-year downtown building boom followed, including such 
projects as the Cervantes Convention Center in 1978, the Union Station rehab in 1985, and 
St. Louis Centre in 1986. At the same time, growing interest in preservation of historic 
neighborhoods--partly fueled by Federal tax credits--led to the revitalization of the Central 
West End, DeBaliviere Place, Soulard, and Lafayette Square neighborhoods during the 
1970s and early 1980s.  

Although the 1986 tax reform and the recession of the late 1980s and early 1990s 
slowed growth considerably, several major projects were completed such as the Metro Link 
light rail line, the Convention Center expansion, Kiel Civic Center (home of the Blues), and 
Trans World Dome (home of the Rams). The great Mississippi River flood of 1993 detracted 
from urban revitalization efforts somewhat, but most of the low-lying industrial areas of the 
City were protected by a floodwall. The most severe flooding in the City occurred along the 
River des Peres, a drainage way serving the western and southern parts of the City and 
flowing into the Mississippi River. Today, despite a continued population decline, downtown 
and neighborhood revitalization efforts are ongoing in the City of St. Louis. Medicine at 
Barnes-Jewish and St. Louis University Hospitals, brewing at Anheuser-Busch, and banking at 
Bank of America and Firstar Bank are leading industries in the City; five Fortune 500 
corporations are headquartered in the City limits, and many of the older industrial buildings 
in the City serve as incubators for small business. Despite the challenges, the City of St. 
Louis is ready to grow into its fourth century.  

ST. LOUIS HISTORY REFERENCESST. LOUIS HISTORY REFERENCESST. LOUIS HISTORY REFERENCESST. LOUIS HISTORY REFERENCES  

Consider checking out or purchasing some of these books for more information about St. 
Louis history.  

• Missouri Historical Society Catalog of Publications  

• Lion of the Valley: St. Louis, 1764-1980, Third Edition, the definite history of St. 
Louis, by James Neal Primm, Curators' Professor Emeritus at the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis  

• "Ain't But a Place": An Anthology of African-American Writings about St. Louis, edited 
by Gerald Early, Professor of History at Washington University  
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GeographyGeographyGeographyGeography    

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION  

The City of St. Louis is located on 61 square miles just south of the "Meeting of the Rivers," 
where the Missouri and Illinois Rivers join the Mississippi River. The City is at the center of a 
12 county, 7,000 square mile metropolitan area that includes approximately 2.5 million 
people. The area is a relatively short distance by airplane, automobile or train from such 
other cities as Kansas City (250 miles), Chicago (300 miles) Indianapolis (250 miles) and 
Memphis (300 miles).  

PHYSIOGRAPHYPHYSIOGRAPHYPHYSIOGRAPHYPHYSIOGRAPHY  

Much of the City of St. Louis is described as rolling upland, but is really more flat than 
rolling, with a few gentle rises, and steeper slopes adjacent to the River des Peres valley 
in Southwest and Southeast City. The highest points in the city include "Hi-Pointe" at Clayton 
Avenue and Skinker Blvd. /McCausland Ave., and the Grand/Olive intersection. The low-lying 
Mississippi riverfront areas, both north and south of downtown, are protected by 
floodwalls and levees that withstood even the 1993 floods. The Riverview Drive strip north 
of Baden also lies in the floodplain. The downtown core is not flood-prone, but the levee 
and Leonor K. Sullivan Blvd. itself do periodically flood. The River des Peres floodplain 
includes portions of the Carondelet, Patch and Boulevard Heights neighborhoods, as well 
as parts of Willmore and River des Peres Parks. Although the City does not have many rocky 
bluffs over the Mississippi, locations like Chain of Rocks Park, Bellefontaine Cemetery, 
O'Fallon Park, the Arch grounds, and Bellerive Park are positioned high enough to provide 
panoramic vistas of the Mississippi and the American Bottoms in Illinois. Besides the River des 
Peres, very few open streams flow through the City; most have been converted into sewage 
tunnels as part of the citywide combined storm water-sewage drainage system.  

GEOLOGYGEOLOGYGEOLOGYGEOLOGY  

Most of the City of St. Louis rests upon sandstone and extensive solution limestone. In 
general, the limestone formations extend from the Mississippi bluffs west to Kingshighway 
Boulevard, and further west in some areas. These limestone formations contain many caves 
and sinkholes. Over the years, many of these sinkholes were filled in; some were used as 
landfills as the city expanded. Some sinkholes lead into underground springs, resulting in 
the formation of sinkhole ponds. Clifton Park Lake in the Clifton Heights neighborhood is 
one notable example. Carondelet Park also contains many sinkholes. Also, the development 
of clay mines and coal mines in South City resulted in occasional cave-ins and sinkage, 
because of the relative instability of limestone when it is undermined. The portion of the city 
west of Kingshighway and generally north of River des Peres, as well as the Baden and 
North Pointe areas, rest upon the more stable sandstone. The lower River des Peres valley 
in the Patch neighborhood and the lowlands near the Mississippi River east of Hall Street in 
the North Riverfront area rest upon alluvial deposits formed from frequent flooding.  

DEVELOPMENT PATTERNSDEVELOPMENT PATTERNSDEVELOPMENT PATTERNSDEVELOPMENT PATTERNS  

The City of St. Louis is 100% urbanized. However, as a result of abandonment, dereliction 
and contamination of properties, there are many opportunities for redevelopment of small 
sites within the city limits. More challenging is combining small sites -- some publicly-owned 
by the city's Land Reutilization Authority (LRA) or other agencies, and some privately owned -- 
to create substantially sized sites for new residential and industrial development.  

Office Space:Office Space:Office Space:Office Space: Downtown St. Louis is the largest concentration of office space in the 
metropolitan area. Dominant office uses in downtown include telecommunications (primarily 
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Southwestern Bell Corporation), banking (Firstar and Bank of America, among others), and 
government (federal, state and city). The downtown office core includes generally the area 
between 14th Street, Delmar Blvd. /Convention Plaza, Memorial Drive, and Spruce Street. 
Outside the core, several major corporate campuses are located on the periphery of the 
downtown area. These include A.G. Edwards at Jefferson and Market, Ameren UE at 18th St. 
and Chouteau, Ralston Purina near 7th St. and Chouteau, various office developments 
around Union Station, and Laclede's Landing. Outside downtown, various medical office 
buildings are concentrated near the Washington University Medical Center in the Central 
West End, and a new office park -- the Highlands at Forest Park -- is being developed adjacent 
to I-64 on the former St. Louis Arena site.  

Retail:Retail:Retail:Retail: Traditionally, downtown St. Louis was the premier retail center of the metropolitan 
area. Although that role has declined, downtown retains a substantial selection of unique 
shops, as well as two department stores (Dillard's and Famous-Barr) and two enclosed 
shopping malls (Union Station and St. Louis Centre). Outside downtown, City retail generally 
consists of corner stores and strip development along major arteries. Significant retail 
strips include the Central West End shopping and restaurant district along Euclid Avenue, 
the Grand South Grand area just south of Tower Grove Park, and Cherokee Street with its 
Hispanic businesses west of Jefferson Ave. and "Antique Row" east of Jefferson Ave. A few 
major auto-oriented shopping centers are located in the City. They include the Hampton 
Village Shopping Center at Hampton and Chippewa, Lindell Marketplace at Lindell and Sarah, 
and City Plaza at Union and Natural Bridge.  

Industrial/Warehouse:Industrial/Warehouse:Industrial/Warehouse:Industrial/Warehouse: Industry in St. Louis generally followed the linear pattern of railroad 
lines, rather than the more common pattern today of large parcels for industrial 'parks.' 
Industrial development is generally concentrated along the Mississippi riverfront, both 
north and south of downtown St. Louis, and in the Mill Creek Valley railroad yard corridor 
adjacent to Highway 40 from the riverfront to Vandeventer. The Mill Creek corridor then 
splits into the Central West End industrial area, along the Metro Link line, which merges 
gradually into the Washington University Medical Center complex. The main railroad yards 
continue to the southwest, with a low-intensity industrial strip extending from the 
Vandeventer/Chouteau area, along Vandeventer Ave. to Tower Grove Ave., where the railroad 
line splits again. From the Vandeventer-Tower Grove area, one railroad line and accompanying 
industrial development extends along the Located in northwestern downtown is the Martin 
Luther King Business Park, a redevelopment area for modern warehouse and distribution 
center facilities. Near Union Blvd. and I-70, at the former General Motors assembly plant 
site, is the Union Seventy Center, also a warehouse and distribution facility.  

Residential:Residential:Residential:Residential: In general, there are three residential sectors in the City: the northside, the 
southside, and the west end. Within these general areas, there are a variety of distinct 
neighborhoods. The near southside and near northside generally consist of row houses, 
flats, and other multi-family housing types. Public housing complexes were also built in 
these areas in the 1950s; today, those public housing developments are being replaced by 
mixed-income low-rise apartment complexes. On the southside, the development pattern 
becomes increasingly single-family as one travels west from the riverfront. The northside is 
predominantly multi-family, but the far north areas of Walnut Park and Baden are primarily 
single-family. The west end is heavily multi-family, with a large concentration of high-rises 
near Lindell and Kingshighway adjacent to Forest Park. However, this same area has blocks 
of large single-family houses on private streets.  

Institutional:Institutional:Institutional:Institutional: Major institutions are generally clustered in the central corridor from 
downtown to Forest Park. These include hospitals, government facilities, non-profit agency 
headquarters, the Cathedral of St. Louis, St. Louis University, and Washington University 
Medical Center. Within Forest Park are several other institutions: the Science Center, Art 
Museum, Zoo, and Missouri History Museum. On the Northside, there are few major 
institutions, but there are many landmark churches (St. Alphonsus Ligouri, St. Matthew, etc.) 
and social service facilities like the Annie Malone Children and Family Services Center, and 
Grace Hill Neighborhood Services. On the Southside, the Missouri Botanical Garden is the 
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most prominent institution. Also on the Southside are Alexian Brothers Hospital and 
Lutheran Hospital.  

Parks and Cemeteries:Parks and Cemeteries:Parks and Cemeteries:Parks and Cemeteries: Forest Park is the largest park, and is even larger than Central Park 
in New York City. Forest Park includes major institutions within its area, as well as 
recreational spaces like the Aviation Field ballfields and Eisenhower and Triple-A golf 
courses, and passive use areas including the John F. Kennedy Forest and the Jewel Box 
floral conservatory. On the northside, the major parks are O'Fallon Park, on the Mississippi 
bluffs with a newly restored lake and boathouse; Fairgrounds Park, once the site of the 
annual Agricultural and Mechanical Exposition; Penrose Park, with its "velodrome", a bicycle 
racing track; and Sherman Park, home of the heavily used Wohl Recreation Center. Major 
southside parks are Tower Grove Park, a Victorian-era monument to Henry Shaw, founder of 
the Missouri Botanical Garden located adjacent to the park; Willmore Park, on the River des 
Peres in southwest city; and Carondelet Park, an area of tranquil lakes and sinkholes. Over 
100 smaller parks and playgrounds serve neighborhoods. In downtown, the Gateway Mall 
and the Arch grounds constitute a substantial, albeit underutilized green space. The largest 
cemeteries in the city are Calvary and Bellefontaine, located on the Mississippi bluffs 
between Walnut Park and Baden. Several smaller cemeteries are located along Gravois 
Avenue in the extreme southwestern part of the city.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

 8 

GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment    

The governmental structure of the City of St. Louis is unique in the United States. Since 
1876, St. Louis has been an independent city, meaning it is not part of any county. St. Louis 
operates as both a city and a county. St. Louis is the only city in Missouri which operates its 
own "county" offices. St. Louis is a home rule city, but it is not a home rule county, thus 
county function and offices are subject to state restrictions on county governments. St. 
Louis County is an entirely separate governmental entity surrounding the City of St. Louis.  

CITY FUNCTIONSCITY FUNCTIONSCITY FUNCTIONSCITY FUNCTIONS  

Two elected boards are key to the operation of the City of St. Louis government:  

• Board of Aldermen  

• Board of Estimate and Apportionment  

The Board of AldermenBoard of AldermenBoard of AldermenBoard of Aldermen is the city's legislative body, which develops and approves city 
ordinances and resolutions. The Board of Aldermen consists of 28 aldermen each elected 
separately from 28 wards to four year terms. Each ward has about 12,000 residents; ward 
boundaries are set every ten years after the U.S. Census. Every two years, half the 
aldermen are elected. The next election for even-numbered wards (2nd, 4th, etc.) is April 
2007. The next election for odd-numbered wards (1st, 3rd, etc.) is April 2005.  

The President of the Board of AldermenPresident of the Board of AldermenPresident of the Board of AldermenPresident of the Board of Aldermen casts the 29th vote on the Board of Aldermen. The 
President is elected citywide to a four year term. The next general election for President of 
the Board of Aldermen is April 2007. The President also serves as a member of the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment.  

The Board of Estimate and ApportionmentBoard of Estimate and ApportionmentBoard of Estimate and ApportionmentBoard of Estimate and Apportionment, also known as E&A, is the city's main fiscal body. 
E&A controls the city budget and sets the budget ceiling. E&A consists of three citywide 
elected officials: the mayormayormayormayor, the president of the board of aldermenpresident of the board of aldermenpresident of the board of aldermenpresident of the board of aldermen, and the comptrollercomptrollercomptrollercomptroller. 
The city Budget Division reports to E&A.  

The ComptrollerComptrollerComptrollerComptroller supervises the fiscal affairs of the City. Her office is responsible for all 
accounting, payroll and auditing functions. The Comptroller is elected citywide to a four 
year term. The next election for Comptroller is April 2005.  

The MayorMayorMayorMayor is the city's chief executive officer. The mayor has power to appoint major 
department and bureau heads and members of city boards and commissions. The mayor does 
not have a vote in the Board of Aldermen, but does have power to veto ordinances. The 
mayor is elected citywide to a four year term. The next mayoral primary is in March 2005; 
the next general election for mayor is in April 2005. Of the city departments, 22 are under 
the authority of the Mayor.  
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DEPARTMENTS REPORTING TO THE MAYORDEPARTMENTS REPORTING TO THE MAYORDEPARTMENTS REPORTING TO THE MAYORDEPARTMENTS REPORTING TO THE MAYOR  

Airport Authority* 
Assessor's Office 
Board of Public Service (BPS) 
Civil Rights Enforcement Agency (CREA) 
City Counselor's Office 
City Marshal's Office 
Community Development Administration (CDA) 
Health Department includes 
Air Pollution Control Division 
Human Services Department includes 
St. Louis Area Agency on Aging 
Office on the Disabled 
Homeless Services 
Veterans Affairs 
Youth and Family Services 
Information Technology Services Agency (ITSA) 
Medical Examiner 
Municipal Court Clerk 
Municipal Court Judges 
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department 
includes 
   Parks Division 
   Recreation Division 
   Forestry Division 
Personnel Department 

Planning and Urban Design Agency 
includes 
   Cultural Resource Office 
   Research Division  
Department of Public Safety includes 
Fire Department 
Bureau of Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) 
Division of Corrections 
Building Division 
Neighborhood Stabilization Team 
Excise Division 
City Emergency Management Agency (CEMA) 
Public Utilities Department includes 
Communication Division 
Soulard Market 
Water Division  
Register's Office 
St. Louis Agency on Training and 
Employment  
St. Louis Development Corporation** 
Soldiers' Memorial 
Street Department includes 
Refuse Division  
Traffic Division 
Supply Commissioner's Office 

* = Lambert Airport is considered a City of St. Louis facility, but other entities have 
representation on the St. Louis Airport Commission established by city ordinance in 1968. Of 
the 17 airport commissioners, 6 are appointed by the mayor, 5 by the St. Louis County 
Executive, 1 by the St. Clair County (IL) Executive, and 1 by the St. Charles County (MO) 
Executive. The balance are ex-officio members.  

** = St. Louis Development Corporation (SLDC) is actually a quasi-governmental non-profit 
corporation affiliated with the City of St. Louis. It is responsible for coordinating business 
and economic development activity through a variety of commissions established for the city 
by Missouri statute. These commissions are:  

• Industrial Development Authority (IDA)  

• Land Clearance for Redevelopment Authority (LCRA)  

• St. Louis Local Development Company (LDC)  

• St. Louis Land Reutilization Authority (LRA)  

• Planned Industrial Expansion Authority (PIE)  

• St. Louis Port Authority  

• Tax Increment Financing Commission (TIF) 
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COUNTY FUNCTIONSCOUNTY FUNCTIONSCOUNTY FUNCTIONSCOUNTY FUNCTIONS  

Because the City of St. Louis is independent of any county, the judicial and revenue 
collection functions usually performed by a county government are part of the City of St. 
Louis. The eight "county offices" are each separately elected offices with separate staffs. 
They are each elected to four year terms. 
The Circuit AttorneyCircuit AttorneyCircuit AttorneyCircuit Attorney represents the people in prosecuting criminal acts. 
The Circuit ClerkCircuit ClerkCircuit ClerkCircuit Clerk records the judgments, rules, orders and other proceedings of the 
Circuit Court En Banc. The Circuit Clerk also handles and accounts for the funds generated 
from Circuit Court fees. 
The Collector Collector Collector Collector ofofofof Revenue Revenue Revenue Revenue collects real estate taxes, personal property taxes, payroll and 
earnings taxes, and water bills and sewer bills.  
The License CollectorLicense CollectorLicense CollectorLicense Collector issues most licenses and receipts for license taxes. The License 
Collector issues 60 different types of licenses. 
The Public AdministratorPublic AdministratorPublic AdministratorPublic Administrator handles estates for people who left no wills or survivors and 
serves as guardian for some incapacitated people. 
The Recorder of DeedsRecorder of DeedsRecorder of DeedsRecorder of Deeds records and serves as a repository for legal documents which 
affect title to real estate, and issues marriage licenses, birth certificates, and death 
certificates. 
The SheriffSheriffSheriffSheriff provides security for the Circuit Court, transports prisoners between the 
Courts and detention facilities, serves court papers and eviction notices, and issues jury 
summons and gun permits.  
The TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer is the head of the City's banking systems and parking services operation.  

STATE STATUTORY AGENCIESSTATE STATUTORY AGENCIESSTATE STATUTORY AGENCIESSTATE STATUTORY AGENCIES  

A few additional agencies have been created and are under state statutory authority, not 
under the mayor's office.  

The Board of Election Commissioners, appointed by the Governor of Missouri, runs 
elections, registers voters, and processes petitions within the City of St. Louis. 
The St. Louis Housing Authority is an independent municipal corporation that owns and 
contracts for management of the 5,011 public housing units in 43 developments 
throughout the City of St. Louis. The Housing Authority is funded by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and is governed by a seven member 
board of commissioners. Five commissioners are appointed by the Mayor with Board of 
Aldermen approval, and two are elected by tenants. 
Although Tower Grove Park is owned by the City of St. Louis, it is managed separately from 
the 105 parks maintained by the Parks Division. Tower Grove Park is governed by a special 
Board of Commissioners appointed by the Missouri Supreme Court. 
The Metropolitan St. Louis Police Department is governed by a five-member Board of Police 
Commissioners appointed by the Governor of Missouri. The mayor and the chief of police also 
serve ex officio on the Police Board. 

INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTSINDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTSINDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTSINDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTS  

The St. Louis Public Schools (SLPS) provide preschool through grade twelve public 
education services within the boundaries of the City of St. Louis. However, SLPS is, like any 
other school district in Missouri, an entity independent of any municipal government. The St. St. St. St. 
Louis Board of EducationLouis Board of EducationLouis Board of EducationLouis Board of Education consists of seven members, each elected citywide to six year terms, 
unpaid. The mayor does have the ability to appoint board members when vacancies occur 
before the next election. SLPS is primarily funded through its property tax levy, as well as 
Federal, state and desegregation sales tax funds. 

The St. Louis Public Library (SLPL) operates 16 libraries throughout the City of St. Louis. It 
is not part of the city government, but its nine-member Board of Directors is appointed by 
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the Mayor for staggered three-year terms. SLPL is funded through a special property tax 
levy. 

The City of St. Louis Mental Health Board is a special taxing district that finances mental 
health and substance abuse treatment services in the City of St. Louis. It is not part of the 
city government, but is managed by an eleven-member board of commissioners appointed by the 
Mayor. 

The St. Louis Office for MR&/DD Resources is a public agency whose responsibility is to 
distribute City tax dollars for services for persons who have mental retardation, autism, 
epilepsy, cerebral palsy, and/or learning disability if the person needs the same level of 
support as a person who has mental retardation. The office is funded through a special 
property tax allocation, listed on tax bills as "Sheltered Workshop."  

REGIONAL SPECIAL DISTRICTSREGIONAL SPECIAL DISTRICTSREGIONAL SPECIAL DISTRICTSREGIONAL SPECIAL DISTRICTS  

The Zoo-Museum District (ZMD) is a City of St. Louis/St. Louis County regional district 
established in 1971 that provides funding for:  

• St. Louis Zoological Park 

• St. Louis Art Museum 

• Missouri Botanical Garden 

• St. Louis Science Center 

• Missouri History Museum 

Although the Zoo, Art Museum and Science Center (formerly the McDonnell Planetarium) 
were once City of St. Louis-operated, today they are each independent entities, financed by 
property taxes levied through the ZMD. Thanks to these property tax levies, all these 
institutions except the Missouri Botanical Garden are FREE to all visitors. (The Missouri 
Botanical Garden is free to St. Louis and St. Louis County residents until noon every 
Wednesday and Saturday). 

The Regional Arts Commission (RAC) provides funding for arts and cultural programs, 
through a hotel/motel tax levied in the City of St. Louis and St. Louis County. The fifteen 
Commissioners are appointed jointly by the Mayor and County Executive and serve four-year 
terms 

The Convention & Visitors Commission (CVC) is the sales and marketing organization 
responsible for selling St. Louis City and St. Louis County as a convention and meeting site 
and as a leisure travel destination. It also operates the America's Center convention complex. 
It is also funded by the hotel/motel tax. The CVC's 11-member Board of Commissioners is 
headed by a chairman appointed by the Governor of Missouri. Five Board members are 
appointed by the Mayor of the City of St. Louis and five are appointed by the St. Louis County 
Executive.  

The St. Louis-St. Louis County Junior College District (JCD) oversees the St. Louis 
Community College, a system of 30,000+ students with three campuses and four extension 
centers, including the Forest Park campus, Harrison Northside Education Center, and Cosand 
Downtown Education Center in the City of St. Louis. The community college system provides 
instruction leading to the associate of arts and associate of science degrees. The JCD Board Board Board Board 
of Trusteesof Trusteesof Trusteesof Trustees consists of six members from St. Louis and St. Louis County, representing the 
four sub districts of the JCD and elected periodically by district voters for staggered six-
year terms. 

The Bi-State Development Agency, currently doing business as Metro but still legally named 
Bi-State, operates the bus and light-rail (Metro Link) system in St. Louis and the surrounding 
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counties. The public bus system in St. Louis is not a city operation. Metro is also responsible 
for the Call-A-Ride paratransit service, primarily serving the disabled, as well as the Gateway 
Arch Tram System, the Gateway Arch Parking Garage, the Gateway Arch Riverboats, and 
Downtown-Parks Airport in Cahokia, IL. Bi-State is headed by a 10 member Board of 
Commissioners (5 from Missouri, 5 from Illinois) appointed by the Mayor, St. Louis County 
Executive, and St. Clair and Madison Counties in Illinois. By tradition, the Mayor appoints 2 of 
the Missouri commissioners, and rotates with the county executive for a 3rd slot. 

The Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD) manages the surface drainage and sewage 
treatment system in the City of St. Louis and in St. Louis County east of Missouri Highway 
109. Both primary and secondary treatment facilities are provided at the Bissell Point Plant 
on East Grand Avenue at the Mississippi River in North St. Louis and at the Lemay Plant on 
South Broadway near River des Peres, just south of the City limits. MSD is governed by a six 
member Board of Trustees. Three members are appointed by the Mayor and three members are 
appointed by the St. Louis County Executive. 

The East-West Gateway Coordinating Council (EWGCC) is the metropolitan planning organization 
and council of governments for the St. Louis region. The region's major elected officials sit 
on the board of East-West Gateway, deciding regional priorities for major transportation 
projects. Both the mayor and the president of the board of aldermen sit on the East-West 
Gateway board, as well as one City of St Louis resident appointed by the mayor. 
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NeighborhoodsNeighborhoodsNeighborhoodsNeighborhoods    

The City of St. Louis consists of 79 different neighborhoods, each with its own distinctive 
style and characteristics. Many of these neighborhoods have very active community 
organizations and associations. Some are on the rebound, while others have remained stable 
for decades, and still others are striving for renewal. A variety of sources for information 
about neighborhoods exist, both on and off the Community Information Network. None of 
these sources include everything there is to know about a neighborhood, but by putting 
together information from each of these sources, one may get a sense of the incredible 
variety of lifestyles available in the diverse neighborhoods of the City of St. Louis.  

1 Carondelet 41 Cheltenham

2 Patch 42 Clayton-Tamm

3 Holly Hills 43 Franz Park

4 Boulevard Heights 44 Hi-Pointe

5 Bevo Mill 45 Wydown-Skinker

6 Princeton Heights 46 Skinker-DeBaliviere

7 Southampton 47 DeBaliviere Place

8 St. Louis Hills 48 West End

9 Lindenwood Park 49 Visitation Park

10 Ellendale 50 Wells-Goodfellow

11 Clifton Heights 51 Academy

12 The Hill 52 Kingsway West

13 Southwest Garden 53 Fountain Park

14 Northampton 54 Lewis Place

15 Tower Grove South 55 Kingsway East

16 Dutchtown 56 The Greater Ville

17 Mount Pleasant 57 The Ville

18 Marine Villa 58 Vandeventer

19 Gravois Park 59 JeffVanderLou

20 Koscuisko 60 St. Louis Place

21 Soulard 61 Carr Square

22 Benton Park 62 Columbus Square

23 McKinley Heights 63 Old North St. Louis

24 Fox Park 64 Near North Riverfront

25 Tower Grove East 65 Hyde Park

26 Compton Heights 66 College Hill

27 Shaw 67 Fairgrounds

28 McRee Town 68 O'Fallon

29 Tiffany 69 Penrose

30 Benton Park West 70 Mark Twain I-70 Industrial

31 The Gate District 71 Mark Twain

32 Lafayette Square 72 Walnut Park East

33 Peabody, Darst-Webbe 73 North Pointe

34 LaSalle Park 74 Baden

35 Downtown 75 Riverview

36 Downtown West 76 Walnut Park West

37 Midtown 77 Covenant Blu/Grand Center

38 Central West End 78 Hamilton Heights

39 Forest Park Southeast 79 North Riverfront

40 Kings Oak

St. Louis NeighborhoodsSt. Louis NeighborhoodsSt. Louis NeighborhoodsSt. Louis Neighborhoods
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RELATED LINKSRELATED LINKSRELATED LINKSRELATED LINKS  

Neighborhood Web PagesNeighborhood Web PagesNeighborhood Web PagesNeighborhood Web Pages. These pages are maintained by neighborhood organizations and tell 
the story of the people and challenges existing within each of the 79 neighborhoods.  

Neighborhood Stabilization TeamNeighborhood Stabilization TeamNeighborhood Stabilization TeamNeighborhood Stabilization Team. The neighborhood stabilization team is made up of 27 
Neighborhood Stabilization Officers (NSOs) and 6 other staffers who work to ensure the 
stability of various City neighborhoods by coordinating City services and serving as the main 
point-of-contact in City government for neighborhood residents.  

Neighborhood BrochuresNeighborhood BrochuresNeighborhood BrochuresNeighborhood Brochures. These brochures were developed by the Community Development 
Administration (CDA) as marketing materials for each of the residential neighborhoods in St. 
Louis. The cost of the brochures was underwritten by Mercantile Bank. The brochures are 
also available in hard-copy form through CDA.  

History of St. Louis NeighborhoodsHistory of St. Louis NeighborhoodsHistory of St. Louis NeighborhoodsHistory of St. Louis Neighborhoods. These histories, written in the late 1970s by CDA's 
Norbury Wayman, have been reproduced for the Internet. They are also available for 
checkout in printed form (complete with photographs) from most branches of the St. Louis 
Public Library.  

Neighborhood Real Estate DatabaseNeighborhood Real Estate DatabaseNeighborhood Real Estate DatabaseNeighborhood Real Estate Database. The Neighborhood Real Estate Database provides an 
opportunity for sellers, buyers and agents to learn more about the great home buying 
opportunities available in the City of St. Louis.  

Neighborhood ProfilesNeighborhood ProfilesNeighborhood ProfilesNeighborhood Profiles. These neighborhood profiles, prepared by Planning and Urban 
Design Agency staff, interns and consultants as part of the Consolidated Plan Five Year 
Strategy, attempt to summarize the current (1999) conditions of each of the 79 
neighborhoods under several categories: Location, History, Characteristics, Institutions and 
Organizations, and Planning and Development.  

ABOUT ST. LOUIS ABOUT ST. LOUIS ABOUT ST. LOUIS ABOUT ST. LOUIS -------- Neighborhood Statistics Neighborhood Statistics Neighborhood Statistics Neighborhood Statistics. Within the About St. Louis section are datasets 
broken down to the neighborhood level regarding a variety of topics in the following 
categories: Demographics, Housing & Real Estate, Building Permits, Public Safety, and 
Business Profiles.  

Metropolis Saint Louis Neighborhood ProfilesMetropolis Saint Louis Neighborhood ProfilesMetropolis Saint Louis Neighborhood ProfilesMetropolis Saint Louis Neighborhood Profiles. The civic organization Metropolis Saint Louis 
provides this resource of information about various neighborhoods, written by individual 
residents of those very neighborhoods. Also, Metropolis hosts an intriguing web page about 
the Washington Avenue Loft District, a developing area within the Downtown West 
neighborhood.  

NonNonNonNon----CIN Neighborhood PagesCIN Neighborhood PagesCIN Neighborhood PagesCIN Neighborhood Pages. Within several St. Louis neighborhoods, residents and business 
groups have developed and maintain their own independent web sites providing information 
about events and issues within their neighborhoods. These include:  
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Institutions & Institutions & Institutions & Institutions & OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations    

The institutions and organizations in the City of St. Louis are essential parts of community 
life. Churches, schools, and neighborhood associations are perhaps the most visible of 
these institutions, but by no means the only ones. In recent years, communities have begun to 
understand the value of "community asset mapping": learning what institutions and 
organizations are available within a community, describing the services and resources they 
provide, and then identifying the service gaps in order to achieve a high quality of life in the 
community. A variety of sources for information about institutions and organizations exist, 
both on and off the Community Information Network. None of these sources include 
everything there is to know about community institutions and organizations, but by putting 
together information from each of these sources, one may get a sense of the services and 
programs available through a variety of sources in the City of St. Louis.  

RELATED LINKSRELATED LINKSRELATED LINKSRELATED LINKS  

CIN: Community ResourcesCIN: Community ResourcesCIN: Community ResourcesCIN: Community Resources. The resources section of the Community Information Network 
provides a searchable database of links to a variety of community institutions and 
organizations in St. Louis.  

FiveFiveFiveFive----Year Strategy: Institutions and OrganizationsYear Strategy: Institutions and OrganizationsYear Strategy: Institutions and OrganizationsYear Strategy: Institutions and Organizations. These profiles of institutions and 
organizations were prepared for the 1999 Consolidated Plan Five Year Strategy. They 
describe the institutions that work with the Community Development Administration (CDA) in 
maintaining the growth and stability of St. Louis.  

Community Asset Listings and MapsCommunity Asset Listings and MapsCommunity Asset Listings and MapsCommunity Asset Listings and Maps. Also part of CDA's Consolidated Plan Five Year Strategy, 
these listings and maps of community assets were developed in conjunction with the former 
Project Respond (now Vision for Children at Risk), a youth services non-profit organization 
based in the JeffVanderLou neighborhood.  

Community ConnectionCommunity ConnectionCommunity ConnectionCommunity Connection. Community Connection is a statewide database of community institutions 
and organizations developed by University of Missouri/Lincoln University Outreach & Extension 
Service to provide information about the institutions providing services throughout Missouri.  

Side By Side Directory of Youth ResourcesSide By Side Directory of Youth ResourcesSide By Side Directory of Youth ResourcesSide By Side Directory of Youth Resources. The Side By Side Directory, developed by the 
City of St. Louis Office of Youth Development, provides information about the various 
institutions and organizations offering services for children, youth and families in the City of 
St. Louis.  

Easy Guide to Helpful WebsitesEasy Guide to Helpful WebsitesEasy Guide to Helpful WebsitesEasy Guide to Helpful Websites. This listing of national, state and local web sites is a 
resource for community information on a variety of different topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 16 

St. Louis has so many sites to see; it is very hard to narrow the list to only a few. 
However, here are some of our own favorites, organized by neighborhood or 
location for easier reference. There are many great attractions listed here, but this 
is by no means all-inclusive. See also specific neighborhoods for more information.  
Click on the image map at right or one of the links below to see the attractions for 
that area.  

GUIDEBOOKS TO LOCAL SITESGUIDEBOOKS TO LOCAL SITESGUIDEBOOKS TO LOCAL SITESGUIDEBOOKS TO LOCAL SITES  

Most of these titles may be found at the St. Louis Public Library for borrowing or 
at the Missouri Historical Society (MHS) gift shop for purchase. All may be found on 
the MHS Press web site. 

• Where We Live: A Guide to St. Louis Communities, Edited by Tim Fox and with an 
Introduction by Eric Sandweiss.  

• Discovering African-American St. Louis: A Guide to Historic Sites, By John A. 
Wright.  

• The Civil War in St. Louis: A Guided Tour, By William C. Winter.  
• In Her Place: A Guide to St. Louis Women's History, by Katharine T. Corbett.  
• Literary St. Louis: A Guide, by William H. Gass and Lorin Cuoco.  

What sites have we left out? Do you notice any inaccuracies, modifications or changes 
that need to be made to this listing? Perhaps a link needs to be updated? Certainly, 
this listing is far from all-inclusive. E-mail us with your suggestion.  

What is fame? How do we determine who is famous, who is infamous, and who is just plain 
obscure? Fame is a relative concept. In a community, it may be the corner store owner who is 
famous, and movie stars are practically irrelevant. For that matter, what does it mean to say 
someone is a "Famous St. Louisan"? Are only those born in the City considered natives, or can 
someone who has adopted St. Louis as home is claimed as a native son or daughter? St. 
Louisans have achieved fame in a variety of categories:  
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FAMOUS SFAMOUS SFAMOUS SFAMOUS ST. LOUISANS IN...T. LOUISANS IN...T. LOUISANS IN...T. LOUISANS IN...  

MusicMusicMusicMusic  

• Chuck Berry  

• Ike Turner  

• Tina Turner  

• Johnnie Johnson  

• Billy Peek  

• Scott Joplin  

• Fontella Bass 

ArtArtArtArt  

• Mary Engelbreit  

• Bob Cassilly 

LiteratureLiteratureLiteratureLiterature  

• Maya Angelou  

• Tennessee Williams  

• Irma Rombauer  

• Kate Chopin  

• T.S. Eliot  

• William S. Burroughs 

Learn more about St. Louis authors.  

Television, Stage and Screen StarsTelevision, Stage and Screen StarsTelevision, Stage and Screen StarsTelevision, Stage and Screen Stars  

• Phyllis Diller  

• John Goodman  

• Marsha Mason  

• Vincent Price  

• Josephine Baker 

Science and MedicineScience and MedicineScience and MedicineScience and Medicine  

• Arthur Holly Compton  

• Charles Drew  

• Joseph Erlanger  

• Peter Raven 

    

    

GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment  

• Ulysses S. Grant  

• Thomas Eagleton  

• Richard Gephardt  

• John Danforth  

• William Webster, Sr. 

Radio and JournalismRadio and JournalismRadio and JournalismRadio and Journalism  

• Jack Buck  

• Joe Buck  

• Bob Costas  

• Joseph Pulitzer  

• Stone Phillips 

SportsSportsSportsSports  

• Henry Armstrong  

• Jackie Joyner-Kersee  

• Stan Musial  

• Branch Rickey  

• Leon Spinks  

• Ozzie Smith 

FAMOUS ST. LOUISAN LINKSFAMOUS ST. LOUISAN LINKSFAMOUS ST. LOUISAN LINKSFAMOUS ST. LOUISAN LINKS  

• Missouri Authors Directory  

• St. Louis Walk of Fame  

• Lift Every Voice and Sing: St. Louis 
African Americans in the 
TwentiethCentury -- A new book 
profiling 100 prominent African-
American St. Louisans. Photos by 
noted local photographer Wiley 
Price, with interviews by Doris 
Wesley and intro by Ann Morris, 
both of the Western Historical 
Manuscript Collection at the 
University. 
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Other St. LouiOther St. LouiOther St. LouiOther St. Louis Websitess Websitess Websitess Websites    

OrganizationOrganizationOrganizationOrganization URLURLURLURL 

About.com - St. Louis  http://stlouis.about.com/  

Black Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Metropolitan St. Louis  

http://www.stlbcc.org  

Craigslist St. Louis  http://stlouis.craigslist.org/  

East-West Gateway Council of Governments  http://www.ewgateway.org/  

FOCUS St. Louis  http://www.focus-stl.org/  

Metropolis St. Louis  http://www.mstl.org/  

RegionWise  http://www.regionwise.org  

St. Louis Convention and Visitors Commission 
(CVC)  

http://www.explorestlouis.com/  

St. Louis County Government  http://www.stlouisco.com  

St. Louis Employment Links  http://www.stlouisemploymentlinks.com 

St. Louis Front Page  http://www.slfp.com/  

St. Louis Public Library  http://www.slpl.lib.mo.us  

St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth 
Association (RCGA)  

http://www.stlrcga.org/  

stlcity.com  http://www.stlcity.com/  

STLToday  http://www.stltoday.com/  

The Common Space  http://www.thecommonspace.org/  
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PopulationPopulationPopulationPopulation    
    
St. Louis is home for approximately 396,000 (1990 Census) individuals, 51% of whom are 
white, 48% are black and 1% are other races. In 1990, young people (17 are under) made 
up about 25% of the population, while the elderly (65 and older) constituted 16.6%. Many 
parts of the City reflect their immigrant backgrounds, with Italian, German and Irish 
neighborhoods still prominent. A growing Asian population has recently begun to settle in 
the City's southside along South Grand Avenue. While the northern half of the city is 
predominantly African-American, the central corridor and, increasingly, southern parts of 
the city located east of Grand Avenue, are racially mixed. 

St. Louis is home for approximately 396,000 (1990 Census) individuals, 51% of whom are 
white, 48% are black and 1% are other races. In 1990, young people (17 are under) made 
up about 25% of the population, while the elderly (65 and older) constituted 16.6%. Many 
parts of the City reflect their immigrant backgrounds, with Italian, German and Irish 
neighborhoods still prominent. A growing Asian population has recently begun to settle in 
the City's southside along South Grand Avenue.  

City PopuCity PopuCity PopuCity Populationlationlationlation    & Density& Density& Density& Density    
    

1940194019401940 816,048

1950195019501950 856,796

1960196019601960 750,026

1970197019701970 622,236

1980198019801980 451,112

1990199019901990 396,685

1991199119911991 391,300

1992199219921992 384,600

1993199319931993 376,300

1994199419941994 367,800

1995199519951995 358,300

1996199619961996 349,300

1997199719971997 341,900

1998199819981998 338,900

1999199919991999 334,000

City PopulationCity PopulationCity PopulationCity Population

    

1940194019401940 13,378

1950195019501950 14,046

1960196019601960 12,296

1970197019701970 10,201

1980198019801980 7,395

1990199019901990 6,503

1999199919991999 5,475

City Population DensityCity Population DensityCity Population DensityCity Population Density

*Persons Per Sq Mile

Note: The City of St. Louis has 
had a constant land area of 
approximately 61 square miles since 
1876.

    
    
    
Child populationChild populationChild populationChild population    
    

1992199219921992 1996199619961996

Child Population Child Population Child Population Child Population  98,170 89,928

Children Receiving Subsidized Child CareChildren Receiving Subsidized Child CareChildren Receiving Subsidized Child CareChildren Receiving Subsidized Child Care 3357 4842

Children Receiving AFDCChildren Receiving AFDCChildren Receiving AFDCChildren Receiving AFDC 42.90% 45.10%

Children Receiving Food StampsChildren Receiving Food StampsChildren Receiving Food StampsChildren Receiving Food Stamps 28.20% 26.90%

Children Enrolled in MedicaidChildren Enrolled in MedicaidChildren Enrolled in MedicaidChildren Enrolled in Medicaid 53.2 79.1

Source: KIDS Count 1997 Key Facts, Citizens for MO's Children

Child Population Child Population Child Population Child Population 
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Population by race, age, genderPopulation by race, age, genderPopulation by race, age, genderPopulation by race, age, gender    
    

Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Population

0-4 9,075 9,193 6,470 6,087 286 244 15,831 15,524 31,355

5-17 21,932 21,626 12,191 11,812 611 513 34,734 33,951 68,685

18-24 9,465 11,085 9,379 10,340 611 452 19,455 21,877 41,332

25-34 13,173 17,392 20,979 19,677 837 610 34,989 37,679 72,668

35-44 9,588 12,839 14,328 13,089 449 446 24,365 26,374 50,739

45-54 5,990 8,595 8,198 8,604 262 256 14,450 17,455 31,905

55-65 6,079 9,140 8,220 10,148 243 171 14,542 19,459 34,001

65+ 8,304 14,932 13,985 28,488 116 176 22,405 43,596 66,001

Total 83,606 104,802 93,750 108,245 3,415 2,868 180,771 215,915 396,686

Population by Age, Race and Gender, 1990 Population by Age, Race and Gender, 1990 Population by Age, Race and Gender, 1990 Population by Age, Race and Gender, 1990 
TotalsOtherWhiteBlack

    
    
National MSA population rankingsNational MSA population rankingsNational MSA population rankingsNational MSA population rankings    
    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area

Total Total Total Total 

PopulationPopulationPopulationPopulation RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area

Total Total Total Total 

PopulationPopulationPopulationPopulation

1 Los Angeles 9,145,219 18 Cleveland 2,225,997

2 New York 9,145,219 19 Miami 2,044,600

3 Chicago 8,611,099 20 Denver 1,901,156

4 Boston 5,827,654 21 Portland 1,778,549

5 Philadelphia 4,940,653 22 Kansas City 1,709,273

6 Washington DC 4,603,948 23 San Francisco 1,662,005

7 Detroit 4,463,948 24 Cincinnati 1,607,396

8 Houston 3,851,656 25 San Antonio 1,511,386

9 Atlanta 3,627,184 26 Indianapolis 1,503,468

10 Dallas 3,126,613 27 Columbus 1,460,242

2,878,9202,878,9202,878,9202,878,920 28 Milwaukee 1,451,179

11 Phoenix 2,839,539 29 Charlotte 1,350 ,243

12 Minneapolis 2,792,137 30 Salt Lake City 1,247,554

13 San Diego 2,722,650 31 Nashville 1,134,524

14141414 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 2,557,8062,557,8062,557,8062,557,806 32 Memphis 1,083,186

15 Baltimore 2,475,332 33 Austin 1,071,023

16 Pittsburgh 2,361,019 34 Oklahoma City 1,030,504

17 Seattle 2,268,126 35 Louisville 993,369

AverageAverageAverageAverage

MSA Population RankingsMSA Population RankingsMSA Population RankingsMSA Population Rankings

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999     
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ST. Louis MSA population changeST. Louis MSA population changeST. Louis MSA population changeST. Louis MSA population change    
    

1990 pop1990 pop1990 pop1990 pop 1999 pop1999 pop1999 pop1999 pop ChangeChangeChangeChange % Change% Change% Change% Change BirthsBirthsBirthsBirths DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths Natural ChangeNatural ChangeNatural ChangeNatural Change Net MigrationNet MigrationNet MigrationNet Migration

Missouri CountiesMissouri CountiesMissouri CountiesMissouri Counties 1,903,353 1,965,001 61,648 3.20% 490,454 167,691 322,763 n/a

Franklin 80,603 93,128 12,525 15.50% 11,671 7,321 4,350 8,373

Jefferson 171,380 198,116 26,736 15.60% 24,635 12,239 12,396 14,718

Lincoln 28,892 37,733 8,841 30.60% 4,367 2,392 1,975 6,883

St. Charles 212,751 280,448 67,697 31.80% 35,472 12,077 23,395 44,680

St. Louis City 396,685 333,960 -62,725 -15.80% 62,588 46,645 15,943 -77,601

St. Louis 993,508 996,181 2,673 0.30% 127,165 85,327 41,838 -36,904

Warren 19,534 25,435 5,901 30.20% 2,846 1,690 1,156 4,791

Illinois CountiesIllinois CountiesIllinois CountiesIllinois Counties 588,995 604,028 15,003 2.60% 79,361 54,845 24,507 n/a

Clinton 33,944 35,682 1,738 5.10% 3,963 2,727 1,236 559

Jersey 20,539 21,573 1,034 5% 2,320 2,003 317 784

Madison 249,238 259,434 10,196 4.10% 32,138 23,486 8,652 685

Monroe 22,422 27,289 4,867 21.70% 2,808 2,099 709 4,207

St. Clair 262,852 260,050 2,802 -1.10% 38,132 24,539 13,593 -18,140

St. Louis MSASt. Louis MSASt. Louis MSASt. Louis MSA 2,492,348 2,569,029 76,681 3.10% 569,815 222,536 347,279 n/a

St. Louis (MO-IL) MSASt. Louis (MO-IL) MSASt. Louis (MO-IL) MSASt. Louis (MO-IL) MSA
Population Change, 1990-1999Population Change, 1990-1999Population Change, 1990-1999Population Change, 1990-1999

Source: USDC, Census Bureau, 2000
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EconomyEconomyEconomyEconomy    
 
With five Fortune 500 companies headquartered in the city of St. Louis and eight totals in 
the metro area, the city thrives on a national reputation for being a corporate stronghold. 
Not only have the big companies grown, but also the number of small businesses increased 
9% from 1990 to 1994. On the other hand, office vacancies are the highest in the region, 
with 16.4% downtown, 6.2% in the suburbs, 9.9 % in the metro area for 1997. Total 
earnings by industry grew from $648,598,000 in 1990 to $782,076,000 in 1996, with 
the services industry having the highest increase, followed by the finance, insurance, and 
real estate industry. Even with big city successes and problems, St. Louis still retains a low 
cost of living and was recently named by Money Magazine as one of the Top 10 places to live.  

    
Fortune 500 companiesFortune 500 companiesFortune 500 companiesFortune 500 companies    
    

CompanyCompanyCompanyCompany AddressAddressAddressAddress Fortune RankingFortune RankingFortune RankingFortune Ranking

The May Department Stores Company 611 Olive St., 63101 #120

Anheuser-Busch Companies One Busch Place, 63118 #150

Ralston Purina Company Checkerboard Square, 63164 #293

Ameren Corporation (formerly Union Electric) 1901 Chouteau Ave., 63103 #444

Trans World Airlines 515 N. Sixth St., 63101 #454

Other St. Louis Area-Based Fortune 500 CompaniesOther St. Louis Area-Based Fortune 500 CompaniesOther St. Louis Area-Based Fortune 500 CompaniesOther St. Louis Area-Based Fortune 500 Companies

CompanyCompanyCompanyCompany AddressAddressAddressAddress Fortune RankingFortune RankingFortune RankingFortune Ranking

Emerson Electric Company 8000 West Florissant Ave., 63136 #118

Graybar Electric, Inc. 34 N. Meramec Ave., 63105 #405

ClarkUSA 8182 Maryland Ave., 63105 #415

City of St. Louis-Based Fortune 500 CompaniesCity of St. Louis-Based Fortune 500 CompaniesCity of St. Louis-Based Fortune 500 CompaniesCity of St. Louis-Based Fortune 500 Companies

    
  
In April 1999, the St. Louis region had 11 Fortune 500 corporate headquarters, and was 
ranked fourth in the nation (tied with Atlanta) for the number of Fortune 500 company 
headquarters. Since then, Mercantile Bancorporation (then ranked #596) has been acquired 
by Firstar Bank of Milwaukee. Also, the pending mergers of Monsanto Corporation (1999 
Fortune rank #187) with Pharmacia & Upjohn and of GenAmerica (1999 Fortune rank #392) 
with Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. will decrease the St. Louis region's total to eight 
Fortune 500 headquarters. Of those eight, fivefivefivefive are located in the City of St. Louis. 

 

Business growth by sizeBusiness growth by sizeBusiness growth by sizeBusiness growth by size    
 

1990 1997 % Change

Small Size Businesses 7,769 7,837 0.90%

Medium Size Businesses 1,682 1,739 3.40%

Large Size Businesses 427 402 -5.90%

Business Growth by SizeBusiness Growth by SizeBusiness Growth by SizeBusiness Growth by Size

Source: USDC, Bureau of the Census; MO Office of Administration, Office of 

Social and Economic Analysis, 2000

Large=Establishments with 100 or more employees

Medium=Establishments with 20 to 99 employees

Small = Establishments with less than 20 employees
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Earning by industryEarning by industryEarning by industryEarning by industry    
    
    

1990199019901990

% OF % OF % OF % OF 

TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL 1997199719971997

% OF % OF % OF % OF 

TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL CHANGECHANGECHANGECHANGE

CHANGE IN CHANGE IN CHANGE IN CHANGE IN 

% OF TOTAL% OF TOTAL% OF TOTAL% OF TOTAL

Farm 0 0 0 0 0 0

Nonfarm 9,146,374 100 11,192,366 100 2,045,992 0

Private 7,645,494 83.59 9,401,805 84 1,756,311 0.41

Agriculture Services, Forestry, Fish and Other  9,579 0.01 10,907 0.01 1,328 0

Mining 13,818 0.15 26,908 0.24 13,090 0.09

Construction 325,308 3.56 353,647 3.16 28,339 -0.41

Manufacturing 1,818,121 19.88 2,039,193 18.22 221,072 -1.66

Durable Goods 595,171 6.51 623,832 5.57 28,661 -0.94

Transportation & Public Utilites 1,114,277 12.18 1,286,015 11.49 171,738 -0.69

Wholesale Trade 665,613 7.28 701,007 6.26 35,394 -1.02

Retail Trade 538,297 5.89 631,695 5.64 93,398 -0.25

Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 791,790 8.66 1,083,937 9.74 292,147 1.08

Services 2,368,691 25.9 3,268,496 29.2 899,805 3.3

Government & Government Enterprises 1,500,880 16.41 1,790,561 16 289,681 -0.41

Federal, Civilian 793,118 8.67 920,689 8.23 127,571 -0.44

Military 59,164 0.65 54,862 0.49 -4,302 -0.16

State & Local 648,598 7.09 815,010 7.28 166,412 0.19

Source: USDC, Bureau of Economic Analysis; MO Office of Social and Economic Analysis, 2000

Business Earnings by IndustryBusiness Earnings by IndustryBusiness Earnings by IndustryBusiness Earnings by Industry

    
Largest businesses headed by minorities & womenLargest businesses headed by minorities & womenLargest businesses headed by minorities & womenLargest businesses headed by minorities & women    
    

CompanyCompanyCompanyCompany BusinessBusinessBusinessBusiness EmployeesEmployeesEmployeesEmployees RevenueRevenueRevenueRevenue

ASTEC Inc. Engineering Services 165 $12.4 million

Mosley Construction General Contractor NA $11 million

Kings Beauty Supply Cosmetic Retailer NA $10.5 million

Heat Transfer Systems Inc. Industrial Heating Systems 50 $10 million

Production Products Manufacturing and Sales Manufacturer 153 $10 million

Kennedy Associates Architectural Engineering 90 $8.5 million

Mason & Associates Architectural Engineering 92 $8.2 million

St. Louis Rams Professional Football 150 $85.1 million

Cavalier Ford Inc. Auto Dealership 49 $25 million

Rhodey & Son Construction Inc. General Contractor 50 $21 million

Cejka & Company Healthcare Consulting 120 $14 million

Engelbreit Cos. Licensed artwork and sales 137 $9.46 million

Source: St. Louis Post Dispatch, Business Plus May 18, 1998

Minority and Women Owned BusinessesMinority and Women Owned BusinessesMinority and Women Owned BusinessesMinority and Women Owned Businesses
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Citywide business & EmploymentCitywide business & EmploymentCitywide business & EmploymentCitywide business & Employment    
    

Industry GroupIndustry GroupIndustry GroupIndustry Group

Number of Number of Number of Number of 

EstablishmentsEstablishmentsEstablishmentsEstablishments EmploymentEmploymentEmploymentEmployment

Agriculture, Fishing and Mining 46 559

Construction 473 7,672

Manufacturing 1,002 45,872

Transportation & Public Utilities 399 27,393

Wholesale Trade 850 15,391

Retail Trade 1,634 26,488

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 808 23,679

Services - Personal, Business, Hospitality 1,246 29,010

Services - Health, Legal, Education, Social 2,421 73,679

Government 142 21,470

Total 9,021 271,213

These business profiles were produced as a means for presenting interested parties with a 

"snapshot" of the commercial and nonprofit enterprises located within the City of St. Louis 79 

neighborhoods. These profiles, derived from two large databases, are intended to provide a 

general flavor of the type and number of businesses within a particular geographic location and 

are not intended (and do not claim) to be a 100% count or census of neighborhood businesses. 

1996 Employment Profiles1996 Employment Profiles1996 Employment Profiles1996 Employment Profiles

    
    

NameNameNameName DescriptionDescriptionDescriptionDescription

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company Telephone communications, exc.

St. Louis University  University

Deaconess Hospital Hospital

The Jewish Hospital of St. Louis Hospital

A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc. Investment brokerage services

St. Louis University Hospital Hospital

Mercantile Bank of St. Louis N.A. Commercial bank

Union Electric Company Electrical utility

Laclede Gas Company Natural gas utility

St. Louis Children's Hospital Hospital

Anheuser- Busch Inc. Consumer products

Sigma-Aldrich Corporation Industrial organic chemicals

Ralston Purina Companies Pet and consumer products

Kiel Center Partners Real estate operators and lessor

RightChoice Managed Care Inc. Health care services

Top 15 City of St. Louis Businesses by EmploymentTop 15 City of St. Louis Businesses by EmploymentTop 15 City of St. Louis Businesses by EmploymentTop 15 City of St. Louis Businesses by Employment

    
    

Establishments by Establishments by Establishments by Establishments by 

Employment SizeEmployment SizeEmployment SizeEmployment Size

Number of Number of Number of Number of 

EstablishmentsEstablishmentsEstablishmentsEstablishments EmploymentEmploymentEmploymentEmployment

1000+ 39 66,996

500-999 42 25,427

250-499 88 27,900

100-249 327 44,120

50-99 540 35,476

20-49 1,193 36,195

19-Oct 1,445 18,554

9-May 1,538 9,950

< 5 3,809 6,595

Total 9,021 271,213

Establishment SizeEstablishment SizeEstablishment SizeEstablishment Size
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Growth in Service receiptsGrowth in Service receiptsGrowth in Service receiptsGrowth in Service receipts    
    

RankRankRankRank

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Change*Change*Change*Change* 1987198719871987 1992199219921992

Indianapolis 57.6 82 75.6

Cincinnati 54.7 46.7 43.7

Pittsburgh 52.7 40 38.5

St. Louis 46.6 25.6 24.9

Minneapolis 41.8 30.6 26.8

Baltimore 40.2 32.7 29.1

Cleveland 23.2 41.2 32.8

Detroit 11.8 17.3 13.6

Service Receipts, 1987, 1992Service Receipts, 1987, 1992Service Receipts, 1987, 1992Service Receipts, 1987, 1992

Source: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel News Online, 1998

* percentage change in various years in nominal dollars (1987-1992)

City Growth in Service ReceiptsCity Growth in Service ReceiptsCity Growth in Service ReceiptsCity Growth in Service Receipts City Share of City Share of City Share of City Share of 

    
    
Pay per employee in manufacturing industriesPay per employee in manufacturing industriesPay per employee in manufacturing industriesPay per employee in manufacturing industries    
    

1987198719871987 1992199219921992

St. Louis $ 29,322.00  $ 35,051.00 

Pittsburgh $ 32,503.00  $ 42,825.00 

Indianapolis $ 30,378.00  $ 35,108.00 

Cleveland $ 27,915.00  $ 34,648.00 

Baltimore $ 24,855.00  $ 31,263.00 

Detroit $ 34,433.00  $ 43,542.00 

Cincinnati $ 29,799.00  $ 39,196.00 

Minneapolis $ 28,921.00  $ 34,320.00 

Source: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel News 

Median Pay in Manufacturing Median Pay in Manufacturing Median Pay in Manufacturing Median Pay in Manufacturing 

Employment, 1987,1992Employment, 1987,1992Employment, 1987,1992Employment, 1987,1992

    
    
    
Top sectors of local economy & projectionsTop sectors of local economy & projectionsTop sectors of local economy & projectionsTop sectors of local economy & projections    
    

SectorSectorSectorSector 1997 Estimate1997 Estimate1997 Estimate1997 Estimate 2005 Projection2005 Projection2005 Projection2005 Projection Job GrowthJob GrowthJob GrowthJob Growth % Change% Change% Change% Change

Eating and Drinking Places 71,499 80,028 8,579 12%

Personal Supply Stores 25,942 32,794 6,852 26.40%

Amusement & Recreation 21,020 26,966 5,946 28.30%

Motor Vehicles & Equipment 14,601 19,659 5,058 34.60%

Computer & Data Processing 14,050 17,762 3,712 26.40%

Business Services 13,332 16,854 3,522 26.40%

Home Health Care Services 6,607 9,671 3,064 46.40%

Office of Physicians 13,073 16,130 3,057 23.40%

Hospitals 49,372 52,250 2,878 58%

Services to Buildings 10,332 13,061 2,729 26.40%

Nursing & Personal Care Facilities 16,200 18,597 2,397 14.80%

Health & Allied Services 4,943 7,047 2,104 42.60%

Management & Public Relations 9,584 11,469 1,885 19.70%

Engineering & Architectural 9,065 10,848 1,783 19.70%

Source: Downtown Now Task Force Report, Concord Group Development Strategies, 1998

Employment Projection by Sector, 1997, 2005Employment Projection by Sector, 1997, 2005Employment Projection by Sector, 1997, 2005Employment Projection by Sector, 1997, 2005
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Retail salesRetail salesRetail salesRetail sales    
    

1990199019901990 1990199019901990 1996199619961996 1996199619961996

PopulationPopulationPopulationPopulation Retail SalesRetail SalesRetail SalesRetail Sales PopulationPopulationPopulationPopulation Retail SalesRetail SalesRetail SalesRetail Sales

St. Louis 15.9 13.2 13.6 11.2

Pittsburgh 17.9 20.2 14.5 14.8

Cleveland 27.5 17.7 21.7 13.2

Kansas City 27.5 30.9 26.9 28.5

Cincinnati 24.9 24.8 21.7 21.1

Indianapolis 58.3 72.5 50.3 63.3

Retail SalesRetail SalesRetail SalesRetail Sales

Source: Sales and Marketing Management Magazine; 

St. Louis Community Development Agency     
    
Building & demolition Permits IssuedBuilding & demolition Permits IssuedBuilding & demolition Permits IssuedBuilding & demolition Permits Issued    
    

Calendar YearCalendar YearCalendar YearCalendar Year Building PermitsBuilding PermitsBuilding PermitsBuilding Permits Demolition Permits Demolition Permits Demolition Permits Demolition Permits 

1991199119911991 1,150 617

1992199219921992 3,924 760

1993199319931993 3,639 562

1994199419941994 3,406 677

1995199519951995 3,423 680

1996199619961996 3,654 839

1997199719971997 4,372 932

Source: City of St.Louis Building Division

Building and Demolition Permits IssuedBuilding and Demolition Permits IssuedBuilding and Demolition Permits IssuedBuilding and Demolition Permits Issued
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Downtown Space allocation and occupancy ratesDowntown Space allocation and occupancy ratesDowntown Space allocation and occupancy ratesDowntown Space allocation and occupancy rates    
    

Total AreaTotal AreaTotal AreaTotal Area OccupiedOccupiedOccupiedOccupied OccupancyOccupancyOccupancyOccupancy

Auto Service 111,939 101,567 90.70%

Hotel 4,954,639 4,505,322 90.90%

Loft 7,762,449 3,642,076 46.90%

Manufacturing/Warehouse 7,372,550 5,548,201 75.30%

Class A Office 9,672,045 9,000,436 93.10%

Class B Office 7,843,749 6,939,980 88.50%

Class C Office 4,067,559 2,332,884 57.40%

Class D Office 2,392,664 50,775 2.10%

Parking 7,695,310 7,463,592 97%

Recreation 3,334,598 3,244,988 97.30%

Restaurant 480,401 394,308 82.10%

Retail 2,519,874 1,550,402 61.50%

Social Services 246,849 37,128 15%

Transportation 379,580 361,858 95.30%

Utilities 305,200 290,699 95.20%

Total Business Property 59,139,406 45,464,216 76.90%

Office 4,660,388 3,421,722 73.40%

Public Service 1,514,619 1,514,619 100%

Recreation 163,680 163,680 100%

Total Government 6,338,687 5,100,021 80.50%

HousingHousingHousingHousing 4,736,141 3,985,993 84.20%

Libraries & Museums 195,321 195,321 100%

Office 209,573 209,573 100%

Recreation 38,802 38,802 100%

Schools 591,371 493,076 83.40%

Social Services 213,843 211,706 99%

Total Institutions 1,248,910 1,140,677 91.30%

Churches 306,897 306,897 100%

Schools 55,944 44,570 79.70%

Total Religious 362,841 351,467 96.90%

Total All PropertiesTotal All PropertiesTotal All PropertiesTotal All Properties 71,825,985 56,042,373 78%

Partnership Survey, 1999

Religious PropertyReligious PropertyReligious PropertyReligious Property

Downtown St. Louis Space Allocation and Downtown St. Louis Space Allocation and Downtown St. Louis Space Allocation and Downtown St. Louis Space Allocation and 

Occupancy Rates, 1999Occupancy Rates, 1999Occupancy Rates, 1999Occupancy Rates, 1999

Business PropertyBusiness PropertyBusiness PropertyBusiness Property

Government PropertyGovernment PropertyGovernment PropertyGovernment Property

Institutional PropertyInstitutional PropertyInstitutional PropertyInstitutional Property
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Regional profile of commercial office spaceRegional profile of commercial office spaceRegional profile of commercial office spaceRegional profile of commercial office space    
    

DowntownDowntownDowntownDowntown ClaytonClaytonClaytonClayton SuburbanSuburbanSuburbanSuburban

Total Square Feet 19,555,012 6,606,031 193,351,920

Regional Percentage 43.00% 14.50% 42.40%

Occupancy 84.50% 96.40% 95.00%

Lease Rate Range $10.00-$23.00 $15.50-$27.50 $16.00-$28.00

Sales Price Range $32.00-$136.00 $90.00-$186.00 $60.00-$144.00

*10,000 SF 13 11 19

*25,000 SF 7 5 13

*50,000 SF 4 2 6

*100,000 SF 2 0 4

Regional Profile of Commercial Office Space, 1999Regional Profile of Commercial Office Space, 1999Regional Profile of Commercial Office Space, 1999Regional Profile of Commercial Office Space, 1999

Buildings with Contiguous Space*

Source: The Society of Industrial and Office Realtors, 1999     
    
Class a office rental ratesClass a office rental ratesClass a office rental ratesClass a office rental rates    
    

YearYearYearYear

St.Louis City St.Louis City St.Louis City St.Louis City 

AverageAverageAverageAverage

Suburban Suburban Suburban Suburban 

AverageAverageAverageAverage

1990 25 19.25

1991 20 20.38

1992 20 20.38

1993 18.38 15.75

1994 17.75 19.75

1995 18.5 20

1996 18.47 20.87

Source: Sedway Group, 1998

Class A Office Space Rental RatesClass A Office Space Rental RatesClass A Office Space Rental RatesClass A Office Space Rental Rates

    
    
Industrial base and VacancyIndustrial base and VacancyIndustrial base and VacancyIndustrial base and Vacancy    
        

1993199319931993 1994199419941994 1995199519951995 1996199619961996 1997199719971997

City of St. LouisCity of St. LouisCity of St. LouisCity of St. Louis 86 86 86 86 86

Vacancy %Vacancy %Vacancy %Vacancy % 5.4 5.6 5.6 7.3 7

RegionalRegionalRegionalRegional 171.8 176.5 186 186 200

Vacancy %Vacancy %Vacancy %Vacancy % 7.4 6 5.1 6.4 6

Comparison of Industrial Base and VacancyComparison of Industrial Base and VacancyComparison of Industrial Base and VacancyComparison of Industrial Base and Vacancy

Figures are in millions of square feet

Source: Sedway Group, 1998; Cushman & Wakefield     
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Per capita personal incomePer capita personal incomePer capita personal incomePer capita personal income    
    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Output ($)*Output ($)*Output ($)*Output ($)* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Output ($)*Output ($)*Output ($)*Output ($)*

1 Houston $64,733 19 Milwaukee $44,809

2 Charlotte $61,562 20 New York $43,999

3 Dallas $59,448 21 Indianapolis $43,775

4 Seattle $59,312 22 Cleveland $443,170

5 Atlanta $58,803 23 Philadelphia $42,374

6 Louisville $545,247 24 Columbus $39,038

7 Cincinnati $54,034 25 Oklahoma City $37,921

8 Chicago $53,422 26 Baltimore $36,217

9 Detroit $53,375 27 Pittsburgh $35,614

10 Kansas City $53,025 28 Miami $35,362

11 Minneapolis $51,891 29 Salt Lake City $34,855

12 Memphis $50,053 30 Austin $33,805

13 Portland $49,536 31 Phoenix $33,805

14 San Francisco $49,326 32 Washington DC $32,176

15 Denver $47,589 33 Boston $28,569

16161616 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis $46,781$46,781$46,781$46,781 34 San Diego $26,371

17 Los Angeles $46,108 35 San Antonio $25,366

18 Nashville $45,674

$45,027$45,027$45,027$45,027

* Per capita economic output ($), 1992

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway AverageAverageAverageAverage

Economic OutputEconomic OutputEconomic OutputEconomic Output

    
    
        
MSA economic output rankingsMSA economic output rankingsMSA economic output rankingsMSA economic output rankings    
    

1995199519951995 1996199619961996 1997199719971997

St. Louis (MO) 31,185 32,597 34,350

St. Charles (MO) 22,716 23,679 25,017

Monroe (IL) 21,716 23,125 24,648

St. Louis City  (MO) 22,131 22,792 23,953

Madison (IL) 21,143 22,024 23,060

Franklin (MO) 19,807 20,354 21,507

Clinton (IL) 18,977 20,119 21,398

St. Clair (IL) 18,977 20,119 21,398

Jefferson (MO) 17,974 18,631 19,733

Jersey (IL) 17,648 18,584 19,375

Warren (MO) 17,646 18,588 19,354

Lincoln (MO) 17,191 17,877 19,257

St. Louis MSASt. Louis MSASt. Louis MSASt. Louis MSA 24,78524,78524,78524,785 25,82425,82425,82425,824 27,17727,17727,17727,177

Per Capita Income, 1995-1997Per Capita Income, 1995-1997Per Capita Income, 1995-1997Per Capita Income, 1995-1997

St. Louis (MO-IL) MSASt. Louis (MO-IL) MSASt. Louis (MO-IL) MSASt. Louis (MO-IL) MSA

Source: USDC, Bureau of Economic Administration;

UM - Columbia B &PA Research Center     
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Largest tourist attractionLargest tourist attractionLargest tourist attractionLargest tourist attractionssss    
    

AttractionAttractionAttractionAttraction Attendance in 1998Attendance in 1998Attendance in 1998Attendance in 1998 DescriptionDescriptionDescriptionDescription

St. Louis Union Station 5,844,000

mixed use attraction, hotel and lake in national 

historic landmark

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 3,915,166

630-foot tall Gateway Arch, Museum of Westward 

Expansion, Old Courthouse

St. Louis Cardinals 3,194,092 major league baseball

President Casino 2,997,164 riverboat casino

St. Louis Zoo 2,900,000 700 species on 90 acres in Forest Park

St. Louis Science Center 1,494,430 650 hands-on activities and 11 galleries

St. Louis Blues  863,553 professional ice hockey

Missouri Botanical Gardens 786,613

historic landmark that maintains one of the world's leading 

programs in botanical research

St. Louis Art Museum 653,013

global art museum with collections ranging from 

ancient to contemporary

The Fox Theater 649,041

a restored 1929 movie palace that now presents 

live entertainment

St. Louis Rams 431,143 NFL professional football

The Muny 411,334 oldest and largest outdoor musical theater

Anheuser-Busch Brewery 246,700

world headquarters of Anheuser-Busch with more than 25

 buildings set over 100 acres

Missouri History Museum 245,120 history museum founded in 1866

Source: St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission, 2000

St. Louis City AttractionsSt. Louis City AttractionsSt. Louis City AttractionsSt. Louis City Attractions
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EducationEducationEducationEducation    
    
The St. Louis Public Schools serve approximately 45,000 students in 108 schools, making 
it the largest school district in the region. Another 13,000 students from the City of St. 
Louis attend St. Louis County public school districts through the voluntary interdistrict 
desegregation program coordinated by the Voluntary Interdistrict Choice Corporation. Also 
through the program, about 1,200 County residents attend the St. Louis Public Schools. 
The 1999-2000 school year St. Louis Public Schools enrollment is 45,473, slightly down 
from the 45,675 students enrolled in 1998-99. Average attendance rates were 90.5% in 
1997-98, and 90.4% in 1998-99. One problem comes with keeping these students in school 
-- the high school dropout rate increased since 1994 from about 20% to about 24% in 
1996, and the graduation rate also fell, from 39% in 1995 to 37% in 1996. Math, 
reading, and science scores improved forth and 10th graders, but 3rd grade test scores 
declined, which suggests that identifying early academic trouble should be initiated to 
prevent future trouble.  Private schools, most notably the parochial schools of the St. 
Louis Archdiocese and the Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod, also play a large role in 
educating the City's youth, with a total enrollment of more than 10,000. Specialized K-12 
schools in the City of St. Louis include the Central Institute for the Deaf and the Missouri 
School for the Blind.   

The City of St. Louis also is home to several major institutions of higher learning. Saint 
Louis University (SLU), 221 N. Grand Blvd. in midtown, founded in 1818, has a total 
enrollment of approximately 7,500. SLU offers professional degrees in medicine and law, as 
well as numerous undergraduate and graduate specialties. SLU is undergoing a massive 
campus expansion and consolidation program. Harris-Stowe State College, 3026 Laclede 
Ave., serves nearly 1,000 students and is a historically black college. Traditionally a 
teacher training college, Harris-Stowe is also a growing institution, with several new 
buildings and new degree programs being developed on its midtown campus. St. Louis 
Community College, headquartered in the City, serves more than 27,000 students 
throughout the region. The Community College's city-based facilities include the Forest Park 
campus at 5600 Oakland Ave., the Joseph P. Cosand Community College Center at 300 
South Broadway in downtown St. Louis, and the William J. Harrison Northside Education 
Center, at 4666 Natural Bridge Ave. in the Greater Ville neighborhood. Washington 
University also has its School of Medicine located adjacent to the Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
complex in the Central West End, and its main campus located partially within the far western 
edge of the City on Skinker Blvd. Ranken Technical College provides technical training in 
construction and various trades. Webster University, headquartered in the nearby suburb of 
Webster Groves, operates a satellite campus in downtown St. Louis. Although the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis and Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville are not located in the 
City, they do provide state-supported educational services to the entire region, including the 
City of St. Louis. 
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Public sPublic sPublic sPublic school enrollment Kchool enrollment Kchool enrollment Kchool enrollment K----12121212    
    

School YearSchool YearSchool YearSchool Year K-12 TotalK-12 TotalK-12 TotalK-12 Total

1979-801979-801979-801979-80 66,130

1980-811980-811980-811980-81 68,622

1981-821981-821981-821981-82 60,693

1982-831982-831982-831982-83 58,400

1983-941983-941983-941983-94 56,099

1984-951984-951984-951984-95 53,068

1985-861985-861985-861985-86 51,205

1986-871986-871986-871986-87 48,209

1987-881987-881987-881987-88 46,128

1988-891988-891988-891988-89 46,128

1989-901989-901989-901989-90 44,056

1990-911990-911990-911990-91 43,284

1991-921991-921991-921991-92 40,925

1992-931992-931992-931992-93 40,857

1993-941993-941993-941993-94 41,213

1994-951994-951994-951994-95 41,045

1995-961995-961995-961995-96 41,714

1996-971996-971996-971996-97 42,513

1997-981997-981997-981997-98 43,974

1996-971996-971996-971996-97 42,513

1998-991998-991998-991998-99 43,900

Source: MO Dept. of Education and 

UM - Columbia B & PA Research 

Public School Enrollment Public School Enrollment Public School Enrollment Public School Enrollment 

    
    
Graduate analysisGraduate analysisGraduate analysisGraduate analysis        
        

1992-931992-931992-931992-93 1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1996-971996-971996-971996-97 1997-981997-981997-981997-98 1998-991998-991998-991998-99

Total Number of Graduates 1175 1156 1144 1084 1,084 1,198 1,171

Graduation Rate (%) 40.4 38.6 39 36.9 38.4 38.5 39.3

Entering a 2 or 4 yr. College

University N/A N/A 38.2 33.58 33.6 37.4 40.5

(Non college) Institution N/A N/A 4.9 3.32 3.3 3.5 2.6

Entering the Work Force N/A N/A 27.27 23.71 23.7 21.7 24.3

Entering the Military N/A N/A 4.46 4.52 4.5 3.7 5

Entering Some Other Field N/A N/A 24.21 30.35 30.4 28.3 27.1

Source: Annual School Report Data, City of St. Louis Public School District, MO Dept. of Education and Secondary 

High School GraduatesHigh School GraduatesHigh School GraduatesHigh School Graduates

Percent of Graduates:Percent of Graduates:Percent of Graduates:Percent of Graduates:

Entering a Post Secondary 
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High school drop our rateHigh school drop our rateHigh school drop our rateHigh school drop our rate    
    

St. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis City 1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1996-971996-971996-971996-97 1997-981997-981997-981997-98 1998-991998-991998-991998-99

Ninth  22.49 19.75 26.66 26.55 16.5 15.1

Tenth 33.42 26.08 32.08 30.17 21.7 18

Eleventh 21 19.04 20.43 21.75 13.9 13.6

Twelfth 11.27 11.93 12.77 11.45 8.6 9.1

Total 9-12 22.86 19.99 24.92 24.49 16.2 14.8

MissouriMissouriMissouriMissouri 1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1996-971996-971996-971996-97 1997-981997-981997-981997-98 1998-991998-991998-991998-99

Ninth  6 5.36 5.74 5.13 4 3.8

Tenth 7.8 7.89 7.38 7.08 6 5.5

Eleventh 8.22 8.43 7.73 7.38 6.3 6

Twelfth 6.73 7.09 6.54 6.18 4.9 4.8

Total 9-12 7.13 7.09 6.81 6.39 5.2 5

Source: Annual School Report Data, MO Dept of Education and Secondary Education, 2000

High School Dropout Rates, 1993-1999High School Dropout Rates, 1993-1999High School Dropout Rates, 1993-1999High School Dropout Rates, 1993-1999

    
Educational AttainmentEducational AttainmentEducational AttainmentEducational Attainment    
    

Asian Other A/O Total

Percent Percent Percent

Population 25+ years 105,963 145,059 2,118 1,645 255,785

Elementary 17,456 16.50% 23,819 16.30% 149 372 21% 42,066

Some High School 28,831 27.20% 23,868 16.30% 180 277 12.10% 53,156

High School Degree 28,930 27.30% 39,351 26.90% 301 383 18.20% 68,965

Some College 18,381 17.30% 23,747 16.30% 187 301 13% 42,616

Associate Degree 3,933 3.70% 5,738 3.90% 65 69 3.60% 9,805

BA/BS Degree 5,501 5.20% 18,416 12.60% 355 159 13.70% 24,431

Graduate Degree 2,931 2.80% 11,120 7.60% 611 84 18.50% 14,746

City Residents' Educational Attainment, 1990City Residents' Educational Attainment, 1990City Residents' Educational Attainment, 1990City Residents' Educational Attainment, 1990
Black White

    
Reading math & Science achievementReading math & Science achievementReading math & Science achievementReading math & Science achievement    
    

GradeGradeGradeGrade 1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96

3rd3rd3rd3rd 33.3 33.3 27.8 77.8 77.8 77.8

8th8th8th8th 20 32 44 60 60 60

10th10th10th10th 22.7 27.3 27.3 63.6 59.1 59.1

3rd3rd3rd3rd 38.5 38.5 38.5 76.9 76.9 76.9

8th8th8th8th 6.3 18.8 31.3 56.3 56.3 56.3

10th10th10th10th 20 20 20 46.7 40 46.7

3rd3rd3rd3rd 50 50 41.7 83.3 83.3 83.3

8th8th8th8th 14.3 21.4 21.4 42.9 42.9 42.9

10th10th10th10th 15 15 15 40 35 40

Reading ScoresReading ScoresReading ScoresReading Scores

Science ScoresScience ScoresScience ScoresScience Scores

Math Math Math Math 

City AverageCity AverageCity AverageCity Average Missouri AverageMissouri AverageMissouri AverageMissouri Average

Subject Acheivement Scores, 1993-1996Subject Acheivement Scores, 1993-1996Subject Acheivement Scores, 1993-1996Subject Acheivement Scores, 1993-1996

Source: Annual Report of School Data, MO Dept of Education and Secondary Education     
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High school act/sat scoresHigh school act/sat scoresHigh school act/sat scoresHigh school act/sat scores    
    

High SchoolHigh SchoolHigh SchoolHigh School 95-9695-9695-9695-96 96-9796-9796-9796-97 97-9897-9897-9897-98 98-9998-9998-9998-99 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1996-971996-971996-971996-97 1997-981997-981997-981997-98 1998-991998-991998-991998-99

Beaumont 15.6 16.1 16.1 15.3 367/339 414/391 369/367 404/349

Central VPA 17.2 17.4 18.3 19.4 527/493 453/432 413/421 444/375

Cleveland NJROTC 17.3 17 17.2 17.6 471/494 497/460 431/477 420/363

Gateway IT 20.5 18.8 19.8 19.6 478/478 466/452 519/514 500/524

Metro A/C 24.1 26.4 25.7 25.8 579/544 602/574 619/583 611/553

Roosevelt 16.4 16.3 16.1 15.7 270/340 n/a n/a 330/350

Soldan IS 17.3 17.7 17.6 17.1 568/517 n/a 441/443 428/443

Sumner 16.8 16.5 15.4 16.5 430/380 423/320 438/415 330/365

Vashon 15.4 14.9 15.7 14.9 318/335 348/360 353/336 320/355

Total DistrictTotal DistrictTotal DistrictTotal District 18.4 18.2 18.5 18.4 461/448 468/452 483/473 463/441

NationalNationalNationalNational 20.9 21 21 21 505/508 505/511 505/512 505/511

Source: St.Louis Public Schools Annual Report to the Community, Dec 99

SAT Verbal/Quantitative ScoresSAT Verbal/Quantitative ScoresSAT Verbal/Quantitative ScoresSAT Verbal/Quantitative Scores

Average Standardized Test Scores St. Louis Public Schools, 1995-1999Average Standardized Test Scores St. Louis Public Schools, 1995-1999Average Standardized Test Scores St. Louis Public Schools, 1995-1999Average Standardized Test Scores St. Louis Public Schools, 1995-1999

Graduation YearGraduation YearGraduation YearGraduation Year

ACT Composite ScoresACT Composite ScoresACT Composite ScoresACT Composite Scores

Graduation YearGraduation YearGraduation YearGraduation Year

    
St. Louis public schools financesSt. Louis public schools financesSt. Louis public schools financesSt. Louis public schools finances    
    

1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1996-971996-971996-971996-97 1997-981997-981997-981997-98 1998-991998-991998-991998-99

Fall Enrollment 41,213 41,045 41,714 42,513 44,442 43,900

Average Daily Attendance (ADA) 41007.9 41710.6 42963.1 44827.9 46,463 46,459

Rate of Attendance (%) 75.94 77.62 77.87 78.34 89.3 89.3

Students Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch (%) 63.38 63.13 63.27 64.48 80.6 81.5

Total Expenditures $380,185,850  $413,436,788  $410,543,328  $385,116,523  $386,782,431  $328,943,548 

Total Current Expenditures $290,545,971  $301,094,201  $311,238,324  $315,629,588  $328,943,548  $351,425,265 

Current Expenditures per ADA $7,085.12  $7,218.66  $7,244.32  $7,040.91  $7,080  $7,564 

Educational Attendance and Expenditures, 1993-1999Educational Attendance and Expenditures, 1993-1999Educational Attendance and Expenditures, 1993-1999Educational Attendance and Expenditures, 1993-1999

Source: Annual Report of School Data, MO Dept. of Education and Secondary Education, 2000

    
Revenue & ExpendituresRevenue & ExpendituresRevenue & ExpendituresRevenue & Expenditures    
    

RevenueRevenueRevenueRevenue PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage ExpendituresExpendituresExpendituresExpenditures PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage

State 37.95% Salaries/Benefits 72.88%

Local 30.63% Purchased Services 15.33%

Desegregation 12.63% Supplies 8.65%

Federal 10.60% Borrowings 1.89%

Prop C 8.19% Capital Outlay 1.25%

TotalTotalTotalTotal 100% TotalTotalTotalTotal 100%

Revenue and Expenditures, 1998-1999Revenue and Expenditures, 1998-1999Revenue and Expenditures, 1998-1999Revenue and Expenditures, 1998-1999

Source: St.Louis Public Schools Annual Report to the Community,     
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Transportation costs & usageTransportation costs & usageTransportation costs & usageTransportation costs & usage    
    

    

1997-19981997-19981997-19981997-1998

642

274

174

12766.78

$1,573.13 

$21,713,256.00 

$9,104,244.00 

66.2

6,557,269

Cost Factor

Number of Buses

State Aid

District Land Area in Square 

Cost Per EADT

Eligible Average Daily 

Number of Days in Operation

Total Cost

St. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis City

Source: MO Dept of Education and Secondary 

Transportation Costs and UsageTransportation Costs and UsageTransportation Costs and UsageTransportation Costs and Usage

Total Miles Traveled Annually

    
    
Student to teacher ratioStudent to teacher ratioStudent to teacher ratioStudent to teacher ratio &  &  &  & Faculty statisticsFaculty statisticsFaculty statisticsFaculty statistics    
    

1993-941993-941993-941993-94 1994-951994-951994-951994-95 1995-961995-961995-961995-96 1996-971996-971996-971996-97 1997-981997-981997-981997-98 1998-991998-991998-991998-99

Students per Teacher 13 13 13 13 14 13

Students per Classroom Teacher 22 22 22 22 20 19

Students per Administrator n/a 209 233 216 294 240

Students per Teacher 16 15 15 15 15 14

Students per Classroom Teacher 23 23 23 23 19 19

Students per Administrator n/a 234 233 230 232 223

Source: Annual Report of School Data, MO Dept of Education and Secondary Education, 2000

Student-Teacher Ratios, 1993-1999Student-Teacher Ratios, 1993-1999Student-Teacher Ratios, 1993-1999Student-Teacher Ratios, 1993-1999

St. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis City

MissouriMissouriMissouriMissouri

    
    

Avg Teacher Salary Avg Teacher Salary Avg Teacher Salary Avg Teacher Salary 

(Regular Term)(Regular Term)(Regular Term)(Regular Term)

Avg Teacher Avg Teacher Avg Teacher Avg Teacher 

Salary (Total)*Salary (Total)*Salary (Total)*Salary (Total)*

Avg. Administrator Avg. Administrator Avg. Administrator Avg. Administrator 

SalarySalarySalarySalary

Avg. Years of Avg. Years of Avg. Years of Avg. Years of 

ExperienceExperienceExperienceExperience

Teachers with a Master Teachers with a Master Teachers with a Master Teachers with a Master 

Degree or Higher (%)Degree or Higher (%)Degree or Higher (%)Degree or Higher (%)

1993-941993-941993-941993-94 $ 32,368  $ 32,522  $ 52,433  17 48.2

1994-951994-951994-951994-95 $ 32,873  $ 33,024  $ 53,650  17 48.4

1995-961995-961995-961995-96 $ 33,550  $ 33,759  $ 55,288  17 47.9

1996-971996-971996-971996-97 $ 32,982  $ 33,274  $ 55,037  17 47

1997-981997-981997-981997-98 $ 33,526  $ 33,499  $ 56,664  16 45.6

1998-991998-991998-991998-99 $ 34,431  $ 33,571  $ 57,578  15 42.9

1993-941993-941993-941993-94 $ 29,078  $ 30,321  $ 50,229  15.7 35.1

1994-951994-951994-951994-95 $ 29,941  $ 31,188  $ 52,008  15.6 35.1

1995-961995-961995-961995-96 $ 30,995  $ 32,322  $ 53,971  15.5 35.1

1996-971996-971996-971996-97 $ 31,843  $ 33,143  $ 56,978  15.5 35.2

1997-981997-981997-981997-98 $ 32,597  $ 33,943  $ 57,894  15 42.9

1998-991998-991998-991998-99 $ 33,464  $ 34,803  $ 60,905  15 42.5

Source: Annual School Report Data, MO Dept. of Education and Secondary Education, 2000

Teacher Salaries, 1993-1999Teacher Salaries, 1993-1999Teacher Salaries, 1993-1999Teacher Salaries, 1993-1999

*includes extended contract salary, Career Ladder supplement and extra duty pay

MissouriMissouriMissouriMissouri

St. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis City
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MSA education spending rankingsMSA education spending rankingsMSA education spending rankingsMSA education spending rankings    
    

    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Spending ($)*Spending ($)*Spending ($)*Spending ($)* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Spending ($)*Spending ($)*Spending ($)*Spending ($)*

1 New York 9,502 18 Columbus 6,379

2 Detroit 8,162 19 Cincinnati 6,047

3 Pittsburgh 8,119 20 Atlanta 6,036

4 Philadelphia 8,110 21 Portland 6,011

5 Washington DC 7,708 22 Louisville 5,582

6 Minneapolis 7,581 23 Los Angeles 5,545

7 Boston 7,499 24 Charlotte 5,538

8 Cleveland 7,313 25 Austin 5,515

9 Miami 7,216 26 San Diego 5,482

10 Milwaukee 7,180 27 Dallas 5,374

11 Indianapolis 7,105 28 Houston 5,374

12 Chicago 6,836 29 Phoenix 5,322

13 Baltimore 6,716 30 San Antonio 5,279

14 Kansas City 6,685 31 Oklahoma City 4,804

15151515 St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis 6,6216,6216,6216,621 32 Nashville 4,693

16 San Francisco 6,601 33 Memphis 4,495

17 Seattle 6,516 34 Salt Lake City 4,141

6,3796,3796,3796,379AverageAverageAverageAverage

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999

*Educational expenditures per student, 1995

Education Spending Per PupilEducation Spending Per PupilEducation Spending Per PupilEducation Spending Per Pupil

    
    
MMMMSASASASA school districts per 100 school districts per 100 school districts per 100 school districts per 100,,,,000000000000    
    

    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area

Districts Per Districts Per Districts Per Districts Per 

Capita*Capita*Capita*Capita* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area

Districts Per Districts Per Districts Per Districts Per 

Capita*Capita*Capita*Capita*

1 Oklahoma City 6.2 2.42.42.42.4

2 Portland 5.2 19 Boston 2.1

3333 St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis 4.74.74.74.7 20 San Antonio 1.9

4 Cincinnati 4.5 21 San Diego 1.8

5 Chicago 4.4 22 Seattle 1.7

6 Pittsburgh 4.4 23 Houston 1.4

7 Kansas City 4.3 24 Louisville 1.3

8 Cleveland 3.8 25 Los Angeles 1

9 Philadelphia 3.8 26 Denver 1

10 Columbus 3.6 27 Atlanta 0.9

11 Milwaukee 3.6 28 New York 0.7

12 Indianapolis 3.4 29 Salt Lake City 0.6

13 Austin 3.3 30 Memphis 6

14 Phoenix 3.2 31 Charlotte 0.3

15 Minneapolis 3.2 32 Nashville 0.2

16 Dallas 2.9 33 Miami 0.1

17 San Francisco 2.8 34 Washington DC 0

18 Detroit 2.6 35 Baltimore 0

AverageAverageAverageAverage

School Districts Per 100,000 PopulationSchool Districts Per 100,000 PopulationSchool Districts Per 100,000 PopulationSchool Districts Per 100,000 Population

*Independent public schools districts per 100, 000 population 1992.     
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EmploymentEmploymentEmploymentEmployment    
 
Employment training is an integral part of St. Louis' comprehensive strategy for economic 
development. In partnership with the federal government, the City of St. Louis provides its 
citizens with a wide array of job skills training for a variety of vocations. The city has faced 
acute problems with regard to employment training and required a strategy to address these 
needs. Thus the Work Force Partners of Metro St. Louis (formerly the Enterprise Community 
Employment Partnership) was established. The St. Louis Agency and Employment (SLATE) is an 
active member in this partnership.  

SLATESLATESLATESLATE  

SLATE is the City department designated to administer employment training programs with 
federal funding through the Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA) and Welfare to Work (WtW). 
SLATE's main purpose is to prepare youth and unskilled adults for entry into the labor force 
and to provide job training to economically disadvantaged individuals and others who face 
barriers to employment. SLATE works with local and state government, businesses, non-profit 
service providers, colleges, and universities to provide employment training and placement 
for St. Louis residents.  

In 1998 SLATE also operated a summer program for City youth that employed 1,062 14-18 
year olds. These youth were employed at over 70 agencies. Also, as a result of SLATE's 
employment and training efforts, 832 individuals entered unsubsidized employment, of which 
experienced a wage increase and 576 went from unemployed to employ during the program 
year.  

WorkforceWorkforceWorkforceWorkforce Partners  Partners  Partners  Partners of Metro St. Louis of Metro St. Louis of Metro St. Louis of Metro St. Louis  

Established and funded in 1995 through the Enterprise Community grant, the Partners first 
convened with seven member agencies. In 1998, the Partners expanded to include 19 
agencies. The Partners is collaborative effort among St. Louis employment services 
addressing the needs of residents within the St. Louis region. The Partners has provided a 
forum for increased innovation in service delivery, communications, and resource sharing 
between member agencies. Also, the Partners offer services to those individuals who do not 
qualify for JTPA funding and cannot afford a private job training center.  

It is estimated that in 1998, the Partners provided services to over 20,000 people through 
a number of programs including but not limited to training and/or education, job placement, 
job retention, and career planning.  

Challenge of WelfareChallenge of WelfareChallenge of WelfareChallenge of Welfare----totototo----WorkWorkWorkWork  

Although most employment training programs increased the number of clients they served, a 
number of these agencies were forced to amend their employment work programs due to 
regulations surrounding WtW.  In fact, the challenge for the future will include 
successfully implementing WtW. The Partners is well positioned for this challenge: seven of 
the member agencies were awarded WtW contracts by SLATE and nine have operating 
contracts with state social service funding.  
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Employment Related LinksEmployment Related LinksEmployment Related LinksEmployment Related Links  

• Economic and Employment Trends in St. Louis  

• St. Louis Agency on Training and Employment (SLATE)  

• The Work Force Partners of Metro St. Louis  

• Workforce Information System  

• Missouri WORKS!  

• Missouri Department of Economic Development, Division of Workforce Development  

• Metropolitan Employment and Rehabilitation Service (MERS)  

• Youth Build St. Louis  

• St. Louis Enterprise Community  

• Greater St. Louis Regional Empowerment Zone  

• Employment Connection  

• Jobs and Employment Support Services (JESS)  

• Job Web  

• St. Louis Employment Links  

• The Cornerstone Partnership  

• Renaissance Neighborhood Opportunity Center  

• Regional Chamber and Growth Association 

    
Civilian labor force & employmentCivilian labor force & employmentCivilian labor force & employmentCivilian labor force & employment    
 

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar CivilianCivilianCivilianCivilian TotalTotalTotalTotal Unemployment RateUnemployment RateUnemployment RateUnemployment Rate

YearYearYearYear Labor ForceLabor ForceLabor ForceLabor Force EmploymentEmploymentEmploymentEmployment UnemploymentUnemploymentUnemploymentUnemployment (percent)(percent)(percent)(percent)

1980 220,134 201,261 18,873 8.6

1981 217,249 196,688 20,561 9.5

1982 215,919 192,492 23,427 10.8

1983 212,579 186,017 26,562 12.5

1984 213,548 192,940 20,608 9.7

1985 192,252 173,489 18,763 9.8

1986 199,967 181,283 18,684 9.3

1987 199,607 180,975 18,362 9.3

1988 188,185 171,632 16,553 8.8

1989 187,551 172,328 15,223 8.1

1990 179,750 164,690 15,060 8.4

1991 180,430 163,420 17,010 9.4

1992 175,130 160,530 14,600 8.3

1993 168,730 153,490 15,240 9

1994 165,280 152,930 12,350 7.5

1995 168,660 155,560 13,100 7.8

1996 167,950 155,080 12,870 7.7

1997 165,960 154,070 11,890 7.2

1998 155,919 143,567 12,352 7.9

1999 153,394 143,389 10,005 6.5

2000* 154,060 146,666 7,394 4.8

*figures for February 2000

Source: Research & Analysis Section, MO Dept of Labor & Industrial Relations;

Labor Force Statistics 1980-2000Labor Force Statistics 1980-2000Labor Force Statistics 1980-2000Labor Force Statistics 1980-2000

Missouri Department of Economic Development, Labor Market Information, 2000

UM - Columbia B & PA Research Center, 1998  
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LargeLargeLargeLargest emplost emplost emplost employyyyersersersers    
  

BusinessBusinessBusinessBusiness EmployeesEmployeesEmployeesEmployees

1998 1998 1998 1998 

RevenueRevenueRevenueRevenue

Type of Type of Type of Type of 

BusinessBusinessBusinessBusiness

BJC Health Systems 22,964 $1.8 billion health care

Trans World Airlines 8,765 $3.3 billion international airline

City of St. Louis 8,328 $575 million municipal government

Southwestern Bell 8,314 $28.8 billion telecommunications

The May Department Stores Co. 7,800 $12.4 billion retail sales

St. Louis Public Schools 6,515 $418 million education

Firstar Corp. 6,093 $2.9 billion bank holding company

US Postal Service 6,061 $60 billion postal service

St. Louis University 5,617 $744 million education

Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. 5,500 $11.2 billion brewing, theme parks

Bank of America 5,100 $30.7 billion banking

A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc. 4,177 $2 billion investment firm

Ameren Corp. 3,924 $3.3 billion electric utility

GenAmerica Corp. 3,000 $3.9 billion life insurance, financial services

Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 2,244 $1.2 billion chemicals, metal products

Laclede Gas Co. 2,064 $547 billion natural gas public utility

Largest Employers, 2000Largest Employers, 2000Largest Employers, 2000Largest Employers, 2000

Source: St. Louis Business Journal Book of Lists, 2000 edition.

 
Average employmentAverage employmentAverage employmentAverage employment    
    

YearYearYearYear NumberNumberNumberNumber % of MSA Total% of MSA Total% of MSA Total% of MSA Total % Growth% Growth% Growth% Growth

1990 278347 23.40% -0.30%

1991 268256 23% -3.60%

1992 265793 22.70% -0.90%

1993 267910 22.50% 0.80%

1994 270978 22.10% 1.10%

1995 267300 21.50% -1.40%

1996 261855 20.60% -2.00%

Source: Downtown Now Task Force Report, Concord Group 

Average Employment, 1990-1996Average Employment, 1990-1996Average Employment, 1990-1996Average Employment, 1990-1996

    
 
Downtown employment by categoryDowntown employment by categoryDowntown employment by categoryDowntown employment by category    
    

CategoryCategoryCategoryCategory EmployeesEmployeesEmployeesEmployees CategoryCategoryCategoryCategory EmployeesEmployeesEmployeesEmployees

Government 19,030 Transportation 2,460

Financial 12,424 Insurance 2,238

Telecommunications 6,561 Distribution/Delivery 1,993

Legal 5,329 Utilities 1,900

Manufacturing 4,916 Advertising/Marketing 1,518

Restaurants 3,739 Personnel Agencies 1,420

Retail 3,654 Architecture/Design 1,258

Sports/Events 3,595 Travel Services 982

Hotels 3,374 Education 947

Media 2,561 Consulting 789

Accounting 2,491 All Others 9,427

Downtown Employment by Category, 1999Downtown Employment by Category, 1999Downtown Employment by Category, 1999Downtown Employment by Category, 1999

TotalTotalTotalTotal 92,60692,60692,60692,606

Source: Downtown St. Louis Partnership, 1999     
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Top 20 downtTop 20 downtTop 20 downtTop 20 downtown employersown employersown employersown employers    
    

1. Federal Government 11. Clark Enterprises

2. Local Government 12. Famous-Barr Co.

3. Nationsbank 13. Convention & Visitors Commission

4. Southwestern Bell 14. Trans World Airlines

5. America's Center 15. State Government

6. A. G. Edwards & Sons 16. President Casino

7. Ralston Purina Co. 17. CPI Corp.

8. Mercantile Bancorportation 18. Adam's Mark Hotel

9. Union Electric 19. Federal Reserve Bank

10. Blue Cross & Blue Shield 20. Edison Brothers Bank

Top 20 EmployersTop 20 EmployersTop 20 EmployersTop 20 Employers

Source: Downtown St. Louis Inc., 1997     
    
Total, full, & Part time EmploymentTotal, full, & Part time EmploymentTotal, full, & Part time EmploymentTotal, full, & Part time Employment    
 

1990199019901990 1996199619961996

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

ChangeChangeChangeChange

St. Louis City 320,022 307,831 -3.80%

Franklin County 37,759 44,013 16.60%

Jefferson County 47,536 55,066 15.80%

Lincoln County 9,710 11,738 20.90%

Montgomery County 5,402 6,055 12.10%

St. Charles County 87,314 109,177 25.00%

St. Genevieve County 7,179 7,711 7.40%

St. Francois County 20,576 24,589 19.50%

St. Louis County 690,675 734,748 6.40%

Warren County 7,537 9,280 23.10%

Washington County 5,615 6,607 17.10%

East Central MO Total 1,239,325 1,316,815 6.30%

Full & Part Time  EmployementFull & Part Time  EmployementFull & Part Time  EmployementFull & Part Time  Employement

Source: USDC, Bureau of Economic Analysis, 1997  
 
Average employmentAverage employmentAverage employmentAverage employment    
    

YearYearYearYear NumberNumberNumberNumber % of MSA Total% of MSA Total% of MSA Total% of MSA Total % Growth% Growth% Growth% Growth

1990 278347 23.40% -0.30%

1991 268256 23% -3.60%

1992 265793 22.70% -0.90%

1993 267910 22.50% 0.80%

1994 270978 22.10% 1.10%

1995 267300 21.50% -1.40%

1996 261855 20.60% -2.00%

Source: Downtown Now Task Force Report, Concord Group 

Average Employment, 1990-1996Average Employment, 1990-1996Average Employment, 1990-1996Average Employment, 1990-1996
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Employment profileEmployment profileEmployment profileEmployment profile    
    

Industrial Class / OwnershipIndustrial Class / OwnershipIndustrial Class / OwnershipIndustrial Class / Ownership 1990199019901990 1996199619961996 1997199719971997 1998199819981998 1999199919991999 1999199919991999 1999199919991999

Average Average Average Average 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr

ST. LOUIS TOTALS 278,634 262,472 256,236 253,264 249,292 249,745 253,680

Private Ownership 232,218 216,718 214,101 212,411 208,549 211,345 212,912

Manufacturing 48,279 40,152 39,079 38,479 36,108 35,877 35,481

Non-Manufacturing* 183,939 176,566 175,022 173,936 172,440 175,468 177,431

*Agriculture 421 365 379 382 331 420 381

*Construction 7,785 6,710 6,568 6,628 6,898 7,286 7,618

*Transportation, Public Utilities 23,327 20,976 20,797 19,899 19,791 20,042 20,256

*Trade** 50,609 43,699 42,516 42,224 40,860 42,143 41,972

**Wholesale 17,855 14,842 14,716 14,842 14,447 14,359 14,236

**Retail 32,754 28,857 27,800 27,382 26,413 27,784 27,736

*Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 22,830 21,167 21,507 21,324 21,074 20,529 21,058

*Services 78,820 83,464 83,059 83,287 83,179 84,755 85,851

*Other 148 187 196 228 307 294 n/a

Government 46,416 45,755 42,136 40,313 40,744 41,733 40,768

Federal 22,807 19,969 15,939 14,424 14,361 14,335 14,512

State 4,830 4,853 4,911 4,633 4,731 4,767 4,812

Local 18,779 20,933 21,286 21,256 21,651 22,632 21,444

Employment by SectorEmployment by SectorEmployment by SectorEmployment by Sector

Source: Research and Analysis, Missouri Department of Labor and Industrial Relations     
    
MSA average unemployment rankingsMSA average unemployment rankingsMSA average unemployment rankingsMSA average unemployment rankings    
    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate*

1 Austin 3.16 19 Dallas 4.68

2 Minneapolis 3.22 20 San Francisco 4.74

3 Salt Lake City 3.32 21 Memphis 4.86

4 Nashville 3.48 22222222 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 4.874.874.874.87

5 Columbus 3.56 4.884.884.884.88

6 Indianapolis 3.64 23 Boston 5.03

7 Charlotte 3.66 24 Seattle 5.16

8 Denver 3.82 25 Detroit 5.3

9 Milwaukee 3.9 26 Chicago 5.5

10 Phoenix 3.98 27 Cleveland 5.58

11 Oklahoma City 3.98 28 Pittsburgh 5.84

12 Washington DC 4.12 29 Philadelphia 5.86

13 Atlanta 4.36 30 Baltimore 5.92

14 Louisville 4.38 31 Houston 5.94

15 Kansas City 4.4 32 San Diego 6.12

16 San Antonio 4.36 33 Miami 7.64

17 Cincinnati 4.56 34 New York 8.36

18 Portland 3.58 35 Los Angeles 8.42

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating 

*Average annual unemployment rate (%) 1993-1997

AverageAverageAverageAverage

MSA UnemploymentMSA UnemploymentMSA UnemploymentMSA Unemployment
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Job growthJob growthJob growthJob growth    
    

SectorSectorSectorSector 1990199019901990 1997199719971997 Job GrowthJob GrowthJob GrowthJob Growth % Growth% Growth% Growth% Growth

Misc. Amusement & Recreation Services 1,099 2,863 1,764 160.50%

Elementary & Secondary Schools 3,670 5,863 1,728 47.10%

Air Transportation, Scheduled 146 1,759 1,613 1104.80%

Personnel Supply Services 3,512 4,833 1,321 37.60%

Security Brokers & Dealers 2,684 3,903 1,219 45.40%

Health & Allied Services 548 1,635 1,087 198.40%

Commercial Banks 6,075 6,918 843 13.90%

Colleges and Universities 5,285 6,044 759 14.40%

Child Day Care Services 533 1,156 623 116.90%

Computer & Data Product Services 612 1,076 464 75.80%

Individual & Family Social Services 2,472 2,865 393 15.90%

Public Order & Safety 4,338 4,662 324 7.50%

Miscellaneous Business Services 3,942 4,172 230 5.80%

Residential Care 1,037 1,254 217 20.90%

Offices of Physicians 1,923 2,136 213 11.10%

Total Jobs 279,466 255,623 -23,843 -8.50%

Source: Concord Group Development Strategies, 1998

Job Growth by Sector, 1990-1997Job Growth by Sector, 1990-1997Job Growth by Sector, 1990-1997Job Growth by Sector, 1990-1997

    
        
    
MSA Job Growth RankingsMSA Job Growth RankingsMSA Job Growth RankingsMSA Job Growth Rankings    
        

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area % Change% Change% Change% Change RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area % Change% Change% Change% Change

1 Austin 25.9 19 Cincinnati 10.1

2 Salt Lake City 22 10.110.110.110.1

3 Phoenix 21.5 20 Seattle 9.1

4 Nashville 19.7 21 Chicago 7.6

5 Atlanta 18.9 22 Milwaukee 7.4

6 Portland 17.7 23 Miami 6.5

7 San Antonio 16.9 24242424 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 6.46.46.46.4

8 Denver 16.8 25 Detroit 6.4

9 Dallas 14.9 26 Cleveland 6

10 Charlotte 13.5 27 Boston 5.3

11 Columbus 12.9 28 Pittsburgh 4.6

12 Houston 12.5 29 San Diego 4.2

13 Minneapolis 12.4 30 Washington DC 3.3

14 Indianapolis 11.5 31 San Francisco 2.6

15 Oklahoma City 11.1 32 Baltimore 0.9

16 Memphis 11 33 Philadelphia 0.4

17 Louisville 10.7 34 New York -3

18 Kansas City 10.2 35 Los Angeles -4.7

Job GrowthJob GrowthJob GrowthJob Growth

* Percentage increase in jobs, 1990-1996

AverageAverageAverageAverage
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Health & Social WelfareHealth & Social WelfareHealth & Social WelfareHealth & Social Welfare    
    
The City of St. Louis has some of the best hospitals anywhere. Since 1995, a number of 
hospital mergers have resulted in the creation of several large, multi-hospital systems 
which control the majority of the area's health care services. The following health systems 
have hospitals in the City of St. Louis:  

• BJC Health System [Barnes-Jewish, Christian] is the St. Louis region's largest health 
care provider.  

1. Barnes-Jewish Hospital  
2. St. Louis Children's Hospital 

• SSM Health Care [Sisters of St. Mary] is a consortium of Roman Catholic-based 
hospitals.  

1. SSM Cardinal Glennon Children's Hospital 

• Tenet Health System is a for-profit company with operations throughout the United 
States.  

1. St. Louis University Hospital  
2. Forest Park Hospital (formerly Deaconess Central Hospital)  
3. South Pointe Hospital (formerly Lutheran Medical Center)  
4. St. Alexius Hospital (formerly Alexian Brothers Hospital) 

• Independent hospitals  
1. Vencor Hospital, a small chronic care facility on Lindell Blvd.  
2. St. Louis Department of Veterans' Affairs (VA) Hospital, John J. Cochran 

Division 

Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis University School of Medicine, Jewish 
Hospital School of Nursing and Allied Health, Deaconess College of Nursing, Lutheran 
Hospital School of Nursing, and St. Louis College of Pharmacy provide educational 
opportunities for the health professionals of tomorrow.  

Although the City of St. Louis has some of the finest health care institutions in the country, 
the availability of services is not uniform. When compared with other metropolitan areas, St. 
Louis ranks among the highest in medical care resources--including more than 35 hospitals, 
two teaching medical centers, an abundance of community health centers, approximately 
5,000 physicians, and hundreds of health services and voluntary agencies and associations. 
However, care is not evenly distributed. In 1960 there were six hospitals located in the City 
north of Delmar Blvd.: Christian, St. Luke's, DePaul, Missouri Baptist, Faith, and Homer G. 
Phillips Hospitals. Today there are no hospitals located north of Delmar Blvd. in the City of 
St. Louis. South City, too, has lost St. Anthony's Hospital, Incarnate Word Hospital, and 
Bethesda General Hospital. Some areas, for example, the Grace Hill service base (Old North 
St. Louis), and neighborhoods like Carondelet in the southeast and Academy in the west 
section of the City have no physicians or fewer than one physician for every 5,000 
residents. In areas of high need and medical under service (based on rates of poverty, 
fertility, and infant mortality), a minimum of one physician for every three thousand residents 
is considered essential to meet basic health care needs and this would be a very low 
standard compared to the norms of traditional physician staffing state planning, or in terms 
of the panel size assigned a physician in a staff model health maintenance organization.  

The St. Louis region’s only quasi-public hospital, St. Louis Regional Medical Center, served 
the health care needs of the indigent, uninsured, and underinsured residents beginning in 
1985, when the City Hospital and County Hospital shut down. In 1996, however, Regional 
lost its major sources of funding and closed. In 1997, a consortium of St. Louis’ health 
systems and medical schools joined with St. Louis Regional and the community to consider 
new ways to collaborate in meeting the health needs of the region. The result was 
ConnectCare. BJC Health System took over management of the ConnectCare health care plan 
for uninsured St. Louisans. The five-year agreement calls for the City of St. Louis to pay a 
maximum of $5 million annually to help run ConnectCare. Overall, ConnectCare costs are 
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expected to total about $38 million annually, with the state government committing about 
$26 million in state and federal aid. ConnectCare now serves about 80,000 area residents, 
about 40 percent of whom have no insurance. ConnectCare operates six facilities in the City 
of St. Louis:  

• ConnectCare main care center, at the former Regional Hospital, 5535 Delmar Blvd.  

• Lillian E. Courtney Health Center, 1717 Biddle St.  

• Florence Hill Health Center, 5541 Riverview Blvd.  

• Homer G. Phillips Health Center, 2425 Whitter St.  

• Prince Hall Dialysis Center, 4411 N. Newstead Ave.  

• Max C. Starkloff Health Center, 2220 Lemp Ave. 

City Health TrendsCity Health TrendsCity Health TrendsCity Health Trends  

The City of St. Louis Department of Health (formerly the Department of Health & Hospitals) 
is responsible for maintaining and monitoring the public health of the people of St. Louis, by 
realizing its vision of "Healthy People in a Healthy Community."  

• Cases of lead poisoning in children increased approximately 16 percent from 1993 
to 1996. Every zip code in the city has an extremely high percentage of children who 
are lead poisoned when compared to the norm cited by the U.S. Center for Disease 
Control.  

• Statistics concerning infant and maternity care are mixed. The number of teen births 
has decreased, as has the number of women receiving late or no prenatal care. The 
number of low birth weight babies has also decreased and the rate of infant mortality 
has improved slightly. Despite the decreases, however, the rates for all of these 
factors far exceed the norms.  

• The statistics concerning sexually transmitted diseases also show mixed results. The 
rate of syphilis has decreased substantially; however, the reported AIDS/HIV cases 
have increased substantially.  

• An effort is needed to improve the immunization rate for children. Many local 
children are held back when they try to enroll in school because they lack 
immunizations that they should have received by age 2. These shots are covered by 
most insurance and are available at low cost or for free to parents without 
insurance.  

• Tuberculosis is also a concern. Tuberculosis kills millions around the world every 
year--more people than AIDS or any other contagious disease. Although it had 
declined with the development of antibiotics, it re-emerged in a deadlier drug-resistant 
form in the late 1980s primarily among AIDS patients and drug users. The number of 
new cases in the City of St. Louis is usually less than 50 per year, however, in 
1997, there was a 36 percent increase to 60 new cases. In addition, approximately 
1,300 people tested positive for TB, although only 5% of those testing positive 
usually contract the disease.  

• Heart disease and cancer are the leading causes of death. For African-American and 
white residents of the City, heart disease remains the leading cause of death. 
However, for African-Americans, the rate is 223.7 per 100,000 residents while for 
white residents the rate is only 153.4 per 100,000. Similarly, cancer is the second 
leading cause of death for City residents, but the rate for African-Americans is 
197.7 per 100,000 while the rate for white residents is 134.3 per 100,000.  

• Higher rates of coronary bypass and angiograms in the Medicare population. 
Information from the Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care indicates that St. Louis has 
higher rate of coronary artery bypass surgery and angiography than the average for 
the U.S. or other large cities. The procedure rates for coronary artery bypass 
surgery in St. Louis are 6.1 compared to the U.S. average of 5.2. In other large 
cities such as Los Angeles and New York the rates are 4.7 and 4.4, respectively. 
Similarly, the rate for angiography in St. Louis is 18.0 while the average for the 
U.S. is 16.1, Los Angeles is 14.7, and New York is 12.3. These rates are some of the 
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most important indicators of physicians recommending surgery. Cardiology as a 
specialty is notably more aggressive in St. Louis than in other major cities.  

• Bed Capacity and Occupancy. As the BJC and Tenet integrated delivery systems in the 
city began the process of consolidating their services, the city’s inpatient hospital 
bed capacity declined by 600 beds between 1995 and 1998, and the citywide 
occupancy rate began to improve a bit. Despite the suburbs' contribution to the 
region’s historically "over bedded" status, St. Louis County hospitals collectively 
reduced their cumulative bed total during that period only a small amount (5.3%), and 
their occupancy rate appears actually to have worsened a little. 

Social WelfareSocial WelfareSocial WelfareSocial Welfare  

The regional poverty rate has been fairly stable in recent decades. The poverty rate for the 
MSA was 10.9% in 1970, compared to 10.8% in 1990. However, this broad stability masks 
an increasing concentration of poverty. David Rusk notes that the ratio of the City’s poverty 
rate to the municipal poverty rate rose from 1.86 in 1970 to 2.28 in 1990. The ratio for 
the City of St. Charles, by contrast, rose only from 0.59 to 0.60.  

Rusk also notes that the region has seen a growth in poverty neighborhoods, or census 
tracts in which more than 20% of the population is poor. Much of this increase has been in 
the City, where the number of poverty tracts increased from 51 in 1970 to 70 in 1990. 
Thus, although the number of poor persons is not growing dramatically, the poor that 
remain are increasingly concentrated in the central city.  

BBBBirths & deathsirths & deathsirths & deathsirths & deaths    
 

BirthsBirthsBirthsBirths DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths Teen BirthsTeen BirthsTeen BirthsTeen Births

1990199019901990 8,436 5,495 1,886

1991199119911991 8,255 5,423 1,833

1992199219921992 7,787 5,289 1,859

1993199319931993 7,437 5,263 1,682

1994199419941994 6,688 5,240 1,210

1995199519951995 5,982 5,033 1,295

1996199619961996 5,813 4,788 1,235

1997199719971997 5,723 4,551 1,172

1998199819981998 5,584 4,498 1,122

Births & DeathsBirths & DeathsBirths & DeathsBirths & Deaths

Source: MO Vital Statistics, Center for 

Health Information Management & 

Epidemiology, Missouri State Department 

of Health, 2000; MO Kids Count 1997  
 
Child abuse casesChild abuse casesChild abuse casesChild abuse cases    
    

1993199319931993 1994199419941994 1995199519951995 1996199619961996 1997199719971997

Reported IncidentsReported IncidentsReported IncidentsReported Incidents 6,487 5,923 5,606 5,536 5,021

Reported ChildrenReported ChildrenReported ChildrenReported Children 12,280 11,672 10,789 10,541 9,391

Child Abuse Cases Reported, 1993-1997Child Abuse Cases Reported, 1993-1997Child Abuse Cases Reported, 1993-1997Child Abuse Cases Reported, 1993-1997

Source: Children's Services, Division of Family Services, MO State Dept of Social Services,     
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Leading causes of deathLeading causes of deathLeading causes of deathLeading causes of death    
    

Heart Disease 58,535

Cancer* 12,614

*Lung Cancer 3,709

*Breast Cancer 993

Smoking Related Deaths 10,922

All Injuries and Poisonings 4,690

Stroke (Cerebrovascular Disease) 3,927

Pneumonia and Influenza 2,114

Accidental Deaths* 2,096

*Motor Vehicle 571

*Work Related Injury 56

Chronic Pulmonary Obstructive Disease 2,055

Homicide and Legal Intervention 1,937

Diabetes Mellitus 1,477

Source: Center for Health Information Management 

and Epidemiology, Mo State Dept. of Health, 2000

Leading Causes of Death: 1987-1997Leading Causes of Death: 1987-1997Leading Causes of Death: 1987-1997Leading Causes of Death: 1987-1997

    
    
AFDC/TANF AFDC/TANF AFDC/TANF AFDC/TANF Families & CaseloadsFamilies & CaseloadsFamilies & CaseloadsFamilies & Caseloads    
    

Families Receiving 

St. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis City St. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis CitySt. Louis City MissouriMissouriMissouriMissouri

1994199419941994 20,517 60,030 259,039

1995199519951995 20,405

1996199619961996 19,724

1997199719971997 18,339

1998199819981998 13,801 44,758 162,727

1999 39,791 138,788

Source: City KIDS COUNT Report, Annie E. Casey Foundation, 

Source: Research & Evaluation, Mo Dept. of Social 

Tanf Families & CaseloadTanf Families & CaseloadTanf Families & CaseloadTanf Families & Caseload
Tanf Caseload

    
    
Aids/HIV casesAids/HIV casesAids/HIV casesAids/HIV cases    
    

Consolidated 1990-1997Consolidated 1990-1997Consolidated 1990-1997Consolidated 1990-1997

RaceRaceRaceRace MaleMaleMaleMale FemaleFemaleFemaleFemale TotalTotalTotalTotal MaleMaleMaleMale lelelele TotalTotalTotalTotal

WhiteWhiteWhiteWhite 798 27 825 365 22 387

BlackBlackBlackBlack 528 69 597 429 101 530

HispanicHispanicHispanicHispanic 18 1 19 3 0 3

AsianAsianAsianAsian 2 0 2 1 0 1

IndianIndianIndianIndian 1 0 1 1 0 1

TOTALSTOTALSTOTALSTOTALS 1,347 97 1,444 807 123 930

Aid'sAid'sAid'sAid's HIVHIVHIVHIV

AIDS / HIV CasesAIDS / HIV CasesAIDS / HIV CasesAIDS / HIV Cases

AIDS Cases by Race in the City of St. LouisAIDS Cases by Race in the City of St. LouisAIDS Cases by Race in the City of St. LouisAIDS Cases by Race in the City of St. Louis

Source: MetroAIDS, St. Louis Department of Health & Hospitals, 1998     
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MSA aids rates rankingsMSA aids rates rankingsMSA aids rates rankingsMSA aids rates rankings    
    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate*

1 Pittsburgh 5.9 19 Louisville 18.4

2 Minneapolis 6.6 20 San Antonio 20

3 Columbus 8.4 21 Chicago 20.2

4 Phoenix 9.6 22 Austin 23

5 Salt Lake City 9.9 23 Nashville 25.6

6 Charlotte 10.7 24 Memphis 25.7

7 Milwaukee 10.7 25.825.825.825.8

8 Cincinnati 11.4 25 Los Angeles 28.7

9 Cleveland 11.6 26 Dallas 28.8

10101010 St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis 12.312.312.312.3 27 San Diego 29.4

11 Detroit 12.4 28 Philadelphia 302

12 Kansas City 12.5 29 Atlanta 32.3

13 Boston 13.1 30 Washington DC 38.9

14 Oklahoma City 13.5 31 Houston 46.2

15 Portland 13.6 32 Baltimore 51.6

16 Indianapolis 15 33 San Francisco 78

17 Denver 15.4 34 Miami 81.8

18 Seattle 16.3 35 New York 114.9

AIDS RatesAIDS RatesAIDS RatesAIDS Rates

AverageAverageAverageAverage

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating 

*Rate of AIDS per 100, 000 population, 1997

    
    
    
STD casesSTD casesSTD casesSTD cases    
    

St. Louis City St. Louis City St. Louis City St. Louis City MissouriMissouriMissouriMissouri St. Louis City St. Louis City St. Louis City St. Louis City MissouriMissouriMissouriMissouri

Chlamydia 2,790 12,083 23% 2,651 12,247 21.60%

Gonorrhea 4,414 11,302 39% 2,806 7,656 36.70%

Primary and 

Secondary Syphillis 361 584 61.80% 64 118 54.20%

Early Syphillis 289 506 57.10% N/A N/A N/A

Congenital Syphillis 26 46 56.50% 4 12 33.30%

Sexually Transmitted Disease Cases, 1995, 1997Sexually Transmitted Disease Cases, 1995, 1997Sexually Transmitted Disease Cases, 1995, 1997Sexually Transmitted Disease Cases, 1995, 1997
1997 1997 1997 1997 1995 1995 1995 1995  City's Percentage City's Percentage City's Percentage City's Percentage 

of State Casesof State Casesof State Casesof State Cases

City's Percentage City's Percentage City's Percentage City's Percentage 

of State Casesof State Casesof State Casesof State Cases

    
Lead poisoning ratesLead poisoning ratesLead poisoning ratesLead poisoning rates    
    

YearYearYearYear

Diagnostic Diagnostic Diagnostic Diagnostic 

Level*Level*Level*Level* ScreenedScreenedScreenedScreened

% Lead % Lead % Lead % Lead 

PoisonedPoisonedPoisonedPoisoned

1990199019901990 25 12,202 6.5

1991199119911991 25 12,799 4.4

1992199219921992 10 17,715 48.5

1993199319931993 10 17,850 26.8

1994199419941994 10 18,541 28.1

1995199519951995 10 20,573 23.5

1996199619961996 10 14,576 32.3

1997199719971997 10 13,833 24.2

Lead Screening Data, 1990-1997Lead Screening Data, 1990-1997Lead Screening Data, 1990-1997Lead Screening Data, 1990-1997

Lead Poisoning Control, Department of Health and 

Source: City of St. Louis Lead Surveillance 
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ChiChiChiChild well being statisticsld well being statisticsld well being statisticsld well being statistics    
    

STLSTLSTLSTL K.C.K.C.K.C.K.C. INDIANAPOLISINDIANAPOLISINDIANAPOLISINDIANAPOLIS CINCINNATICINCINNATICINCINNATICINCINNATI MINNEAPOLISMINNEAPOLISMINNEAPOLISMINNEAPOLIS MEMPHISMEMPHISMEMPHISMEMPHIS CLEVELANDCLEVELANDCLEVELANDCLEVELAND PITTSBURGHPITTSBURGHPITTSBURGHPITTSBURGH

Poverty Rate for 

Children (1989) 39% 23% 19% 37% 30% 35% 43% 32%

Percent of Kids 

Under Age 15 Living 

in Distressed 

Neighborhoods 40% 10% 5% 31% 19% 29% 46% 29%

Percent of Families 

With Children in 

Extreme 

Poverty (Less than 

$5000) 18% 9% 6% 18% 6% 13% 22% 15%

Percent of Low 

Birth Weight 

Babies (1994) 11% 10% 8% 11% 9% 14% 12% 11%

Infant Mortality 

Rate (1991) 17.20% 12.70% 10.80% 11.70% 12.80% 16.30% 17% 14.60%

Percent of All 

Births to 

Females Under 

Age 18 (1994) 12% 8% 6% 9% 7% 10% 9% 7%

Source: City KIDS COUNT Report, Annie E. Casey Foundation, 

Child Development StatisticsChild Development StatisticsChild Development StatisticsChild Development Statistics

    
MaternalMaternalMaternalMaternal----child Health Indicatorschild Health Indicatorschild Health Indicatorschild Health Indicators    
    

NumberNumberNumberNumber PercentPercentPercentPercent NumberNumberNumberNumber PercentPercentPercentPercent

Total Live Births 8,436 100 5,813 100

Under 2500 Grams 959 11.4 649 11.2

Maternal Risk Factors

Smoked During Pregnancy 2,258 26.8 1,015 17.5

Drank During Pregnancy 230 2.7 150 2.6

Out of Wedlock Births 5,467 64.8 3,985 68.6

Maternal Education Under 12th 3,123 37 1,953 33.6

Prenatal Care

1st Trimester 5,332 63.2 4,086 70.3

2nd Trimester 2,186 25.9 1,069 18.4

3rd Trimester 325 3.9 160 2.8

No Prenatal Care 458 5.4 218 3.8

Inadequate Prenatal Care 2,764 33.5 1,394 25.4

Mother Medicaid Participant 4,728 56.3 3,641 63.7

Mother WIC Participant 4,553 54.2 3,542 62

Mother on Medicaid and WIC 3,658 43.6 3,080 53.8

Mother Food Stamp Recipient 3,588 42.7 2,854 50

Maternal Child Health Indicators, 1990, 1996Maternal Child Health Indicators, 1990, 1996Maternal Child Health Indicators, 1990, 1996Maternal Child Health Indicators, 1990, 1996

19961996199619961990199019901990

Source: MO Vital Statistics 1990 and 1996, Center for Health 

Management & Epidemiology, MO State Department of Health     
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Rates of povertyRates of povertyRates of povertyRates of poverty    
 

Children 

in Poverty

1990 1996 % Change 1995

Clinton (IL)  3,291 2,771 -15.8% 1,147

Franklin (MO) 6,566 8,373 27.5% 3,397

Jefferson (MO) 12,686 15,678 23.6% 6,729

Jersey (IL) 1,941 1,916 -1.3% 730

Lincoln (MO) 3,359 3,681 9.6% 1,523

Madison (IL) 27,822 27,400 -1.5% 12,021

Monroe (IL) 1,062 1,038 -2.3% 363

St. Charles (MO) 9,809 12,896 31.5% 5,523

St. Clair (IL) 44,876 43,645 -2.7% 21,385

St. Louis City (MO) 95,271 102,132 7.2% 43,875

St. Louis (MO)  54,603 73,757 35.1% 27,239

Warren (MO) 2,079 2,221 6.8% 918

Persons in Poverty

PovertyPovertyPovertyPoverty

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, Population Estimates Program  
    
MSA poverty rate rMSA poverty rate rMSA poverty rate rMSA poverty rate rankingsankingsankingsankings    
    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate*

1 Minneapolis 9.5 19 Chicago 13.7

2 Seattle 9.6 20 Milwaukee 13.7

3 Salt Lake City 9.9 21 Austin 14.3

4 Washington DC 9.9 22 Nashville 14.4

5 San Francisco 10.2 14.514.514.514.5

6 Denver 10.5 23 Cleveland 15

7 Boston 10.6 24 Louisville 15

8 Portland 11.7 25 Dallas 15.6

9 Indianapolis 11.8 26 Detroit 16.1

10 Baltimore 12 27 Oklahoma City 16.1

11 Charlotte 12.1 28 San Diego 16.3

12 Columbus 12.4 29 Phoenix 16.5

13 Kansas City 12.4 30 Houston 18.2

14 Cincinnati 12.8 31 Memphis 21.7

15 Pittsburgh 13.1 32 San Antonio 21.9

16161616 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 13.113.113.113.1 33 New York 22.1

17 Atlanta 13.4 34 Los Angeles 23.8

18 Philadelphia 13.6 35 Miami 25.4

Poverty RatePoverty RatePoverty RatePoverty Rate

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999

*Percent of all persons in poverty, 1993

AverageAverageAverageAverage
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HousingHousingHousingHousing    
    
The housing stock of the City of St. Louis is unequaled in the region, and distinctive on a 
national scale. Much of its inventory consists of stately 1904 World's Fair townhouses with 
rich oak, maple, and mahogany trim, inlaid floors, bannisters and chandeliers aplenty. The 
largest grace private streets in the Central West End. Almost as impressive are blocks of 
two and three story buildings flanking the central portion of the City on the north and 
south. The Second Empire and Federal style residences in Lafayette Square and Soulard have 
earned them protection on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
In areas both north and south of the central core are still more numerous charming 
bungalows, "shot gun" homes, newer (dating to the 1930's, 40's and 50's) two story town 
homes, and even pockets of 1950's ranch style homes. Interspersed in these areas are 
pockets of new construction, some single story, and some two and three story detached 
developments along with a substantial amount of single family row house style construction. 
Construction for these units date to the mid 1980's and onward.  
 
Although single family homes come first to mind when visualizing housing in St. Louis, multi-
family rental units are almost as numerous. Like their single family counterparts, they are 
architecturally distinct, and come in a variety of styles and configurations. For many St. 
Louisans the two, three, four, and sometimes six family "flat" provides gracious and spacious 
living spaces. Other households can find garden apartments in newer complexes scattered 
throughout the City, some in whole new apartment communities, such as Murphy Park and 
Westminster Place.  
 
Of course, the housing stock of the City of St. Louis is also characterized by vacancy and 
vandalism on a massive scale. Deterioration of older buildings with nearly constant 
maintenance needs endanger the financial security of many homeowners as well as owners of 
rental property, and threaten the structural integrity of the buildings themselves. The 
architectural merit, craftsmanship, and beauty of the remaining housing stock mean little if a 
significant portion of the City's households cannot afford them, or if renovation costs 
require rents that could not be obtained on the open market.  
 

     
    
 
Housing statisticsHousing statisticsHousing statisticsHousing statistics    
Percent of housing build in 1939 or earlierPercent of housing build in 1939 or earlierPercent of housing build in 1939 or earlierPercent of housing build in 1939 or earlier    
    

Baltimore 41.2

Cincinnati 43.1

Cleveland 52.6

Indianapolis 20.2

Kansas City 27.7

Memphis 11

Minneapolis 53.2

Pittsburgh 55.3

St. Louis 55.7

Source: US Census 

Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent of 

Housing Units Housing Units Housing Units Housing Units 

Built Before Built Before Built Before Built Before 
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Private housing units, building permitsPrivate housing units, building permitsPrivate housing units, building permitsPrivate housing units, building permits    
    

1990199019901990 1991199119911991 1992199219921992 1993199319931993 1994199419941994 1995199519951995 1996199619961996 1997199719971997

NewNewNewNew 77 89 92 42 44 69 119 132

RenovationRenovationRenovationRenovation 122 104 146 113 90 76 85 95

TotalTotalTotalTotal 199 193 238 155 134 145 204 217

NewNewNewNew 11 58 0 31 95 305 281 107

RenovationRenovationRenovationRenovation 16 16 177 144 239 666 420 427

TotalTotalTotalTotal 27 27 177 175 334 971 701 534

Building Permits, 1990-1997Building Permits, 1990-1997Building Permits, 1990-1997Building Permits, 1990-1997

Multi FamilyMulti FamilyMulti FamilyMulti Family

Single FamilySingle FamilySingle FamilySingle Family

Source: Home Builders Association of Greater St.     
    

1990199019901990 1991199119911991 1992199219921992 1993199319931993 1994199419941994 1995199519951995 1996199619961996 1997199719971997

SingleSingleSingleSingle 37 29 39 41 39 68 80 127

2 to 42 to 42 to 42 to 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 120 4

Total Total Total Total  39 121 39 77 134 188 395 227

Source: City of St. Louis Building Division

Building Permits Issued for Private Housing Units, 1990-1997Building Permits Issued for Private Housing Units, 1990-1997Building Permits Issued for Private Housing Units, 1990-1997Building Permits Issued for Private Housing Units, 1990-1997

    
    
    
    
Citywide parcel dataCitywide parcel dataCitywide parcel dataCitywide parcel data    
 

SINGLE FAMILY PARCELSSINGLE FAMILY PARCELSSINGLE FAMILY PARCELSSINGLE FAMILY PARCELS 68,546

TOTAL ASSESED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($)TOTAL ASSESED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($)TOTAL ASSESED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($)TOTAL ASSESED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($) 605,199,030

AVERAGE ASSESSED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($)AVERAGE ASSESSED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($)AVERAGE ASSESSED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($)AVERAGE ASSESSED VALUATION SINGLE FAMILY PARCELS($) 8,829

MULTI-FAMILY PARCELSMULTI-FAMILY PARCELSMULTI-FAMILY PARCELSMULTI-FAMILY PARCELS 31,432

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL PARCELSINDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL PARCELSINDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL PARCELSINDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL PARCELS 14,842

VACANT PARCELSVACANT PARCELSVACANT PARCELSVACANT PARCELS 14,450

Citywide Parcel DataCitywide Parcel DataCitywide Parcel DataCitywide Parcel Data

1997199719971997

 
 
Citywide housing salesCitywide housing salesCitywide housing salesCitywide housing sales    
    

94949494 95959595 96969696 97979797 98989898 5 Year Total5 Year Total5 Year Total5 Year Total

Single-Family Homes SoldSingle-Family Homes SoldSingle-Family Homes SoldSingle-Family Homes Sold 2475 2468 3094 2906 3409 14,352

Single-Family Average Price($)Single-Family Average Price($)Single-Family Average Price($)Single-Family Average Price($) n/a 68,077 62,801 67,915 74,409* 68,300

Multi-Family* Homes SoldMulti-Family* Homes SoldMulti-Family* Homes SoldMulti-Family* Homes Sold 752 773 1034 1120 1371 5050

Total Single-Family Sales ($ in thousands)Total Single-Family Sales ($ in thousands)Total Single-Family Sales ($ in thousands)Total Single-Family Sales ($ in thousands)  165,154 168,015 194,305 197,361 253,661* 978,496

Citywide Housing Sales Citywide Housing Sales Citywide Housing Sales Citywide Housing Sales 

1994-19981994-19981994-19981994-1998

*Multi-Family Average Price not shown due to the wide range of multi-family housing size at the city wide level.

*Estimate from neighborhood averages (weighted measure).
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Single family home salesSingle family home salesSingle family home salesSingle family home sales    
    

YEAR AREA

AV. SALE PRICE 

in $1000's

AV. LIST PRICE 

in $1000's SP:LP

Days on 

Market

1998 Region 133 138.1 96.6 66

East of Grand 63 66.5 94.7 85

Southwest 69.6 72.4 96.1 59

Central West 125.5 132.6 94.6 78

North 34.6 37 93.5 86

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 73.273.273.273.2 77.177.177.177.1 94.794.794.794.7 77777777

1997 Region 127.1 131.8 96.4 66

East of Grand 55.7 59.3 93.9 103

Southwest 67.3 70.5 95.5 67

Central West 112.3 118.3 94.9 83

North 37.5 40 93.8 86

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 68.268.268.268.2 72727272 94.594.594.594.5 85858585

1996 Region 120.2 124.6 96.5 59

East of Grand 52 55.4 93.9 108

Southwest 65.8 69.4 94.8 84

Central West 101.2 107.6 94.1 112

North 39.3 41.6 94.5 90

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 64.664.664.664.6 68.568.568.568.5 94.394.394.394.3 99999999

1995 Region 115 120.1 96.1 69

East of Grand 50.5 54.7 92.3 114

Southwest 62.1 66 94.1 89

Central West 116 124.7 93.3 102

North 35.8 38.3 93.5 96

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 66.266.266.266.2 70.970.970.970.9 93.393.393.393.3 100100100100

1994 Region 112 116.7 96.3 78

East of Grand 52.8 56.9 92.8 117

Southwest 63.2 67.3 93.9 89

Central West 114 121.6 93.8 106

North 38.7 41.6 93 109

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 67.267.267.267.2 71.971.971.971.9 93.493.493.493.4 105105105105

1993 Region 113.2 118.2 95.8 83

East of Grand 59.1 63.7 92.8 106

Southwest 66.2 70.3 94.2 84

Central West 116.6 125 93.3 105

North 38.5 41.3 93.2 128

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 70.170.170.170.1 75.175.175.175.1 93.493.493.493.4 106106106106

1992 Region 106.6 115.5 95.6 84

East of Grand 58.8 63.8 92.2 107

Southwest 64.6 68.5 94.3 79

Central West 109.2 117.3 93.1 110

North 36.7 40.3 91.1 119

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 67.367.367.367.3 72.572.572.572.5 92.792.792.792.7 104104104104

1991 Region 104.4 109.8 95.1 84

East of Grand 58.3 62.8 92.8 104

Southwest 65.3 69.4 94.1 72

Central West 99.6 107.9 92.3 100

North 35.6 39.1 91 119

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 64.764.764.764.7 69.869.869.869.8 92.692.692.692.6 98.898.898.898.8

1990 Region 100.9 105.7 95.5 84

East of Grand 55.5 59.4 93.4 101

Southwest 63.5 67.5 94.1 72

Central West 109.8 117.4 93.5 98

North 36.2 38.8 93.3 123

CitywideCitywideCitywideCitywide 66.366.366.366.3 70.870.870.870.8 93.693.693.693.6 98.598.598.598.5

Source: CDA Compilations of data published in the Multiple Listing Service 

Multiple Listing Service (MLS) Data, 1990-1998Multiple Listing Service (MLS) Data, 1990-1998Multiple Listing Service (MLS) Data, 1990-1998Multiple Listing Service (MLS) Data, 1990-1998
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Residential building permits by neighborhoodResidential building permits by neighborhoodResidential building permits by neighborhoodResidential building permits by neighborhood    
    

Neighborhood 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Total Mean Median

1 Carondelet 67 68 63 70 36 304 60.8 67

2 Patch 8 21 19 21 23 92 18.4 21

3 Holly Hills 25 19 19 23 16 102 20.4 19

4 Boulevard Heights 48 61 43 61 19 232 46.4 48

5 Bevo Mill 68 54 55 72 37 286 57.2 55

6 Princeton Heights 37 52 71 60 19 239 47.8 52

7 Southampton 41 37 57 44 21 200 40 41

8 St. Louis Hills 45 44 48 68 29 234 46.8 45

9 Lindenwood Park 85 79 75 67 49 355 71 75

10 Ellendale 10 14 18 18 8 68 13.6 14

11 Clifton Heights 28 30 26 40 13 137 27.4 28

12 The Hill 23 24 9 20 14 90 18 20

13 Southwest Garden 22 33 24 35 16 130 26 24

14 Northampton 39 37 50 44 20 190 38 39

15 Tower Grove South 118 152 146 194 95 705 141 146

16 Dutchtown 48 49 123 113 64 397 79.4 64

17 Mount Pleasant 8 15 18 18 9 68 13.6 15

18 Marine Villa 16 8 25 23 20 92 18.4 20

19 Gravois Park 24 39 78 97 44 282 56.4 44

20 Koscuisko 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

21 Soulard 66 51 57 53 43 270 54 53

22 Benton Park 49 45 35 50 38 217 43.4 45

23 McKinley Heights 10 5 14 21 17 67 13.4 14

24 Fox Park 24 32 23 47 27 153 30.6 27

25 Tower Grove East 64 39 46 60 44 253 50.6 46

26 Compton Heights 26 29 17 30 13 115 23 26

27 Shaw 48 43 53 54 64 262 52.4 53

28 McRee Town 1 4 2 8 3 18 3.6 3

29 Tiffany 4 2 5 3 1 15 3 3

30 Benton Park West 18 22 35 58 41 174 34.8 35

31 The Gate District 11 18 22 26 76 153 30.6 22

32 Lafayette Square 15 27 17 12 17 88 17.6 17

33 Peabody, Darst-Webbe 0 2 22 12 5 41 8.2 5

34 LaSalle Park 24 7 6 6 1 44 8.8 6

35 Downtown 3 9 46 6 7 71 14.2 7

36 Downtown West 2 2 29 5 2 40 8 2

37 Midtown 2 0 26 4 10 42 8.4 4

38 Central West End 68 79 119 86 112 464 92.8 86

39 Forest Park Southeast 19 20 24 34 46 143 28.6 24

40 Kings Oak 2 3 3 3 3 14 2.8 3

41 Cheltenham 6 3 8 2 2 21 4.2 3

42 Clayton-Tamm 24 13 17 17 11 82 16.4 17

43 Franz Park 30 24 23 24 17 118 23.6 24

44 Hi-Pointe 20 13 14 8 5 60 12 13

45 Wydown-Skinker 21 18 6 10 12 67 13.4 12

46 Skinker-DeBaliviere 38 26 21 42 34 161 32.2 34

Note: This data includes all permits issued, whatever the value of the improvement.

Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998
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Neighborhood 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Total Mean Median

47 DeBaliviere Place 14 7 12 11 12 56 11.2 12

48 West End 22 48 21 17 25 133 26.6 22

49 Visitation Park 1 1 2 4 2 10 2 2

50 Wells-Goodfellow 28 28 39 28 53 176 35.2 28

51 Academy 22 18 15 20 20 95 19 20

52 Kingsway West 16 23 19 16 9 83 16.6 16

53 Fountain Park 6 8 8 13 14 49 9.8 8

54 Lewis Place 9 16 10 15 29 79 15.8 15

55 Kingsway East 17 23 17 36 14 107 21.4 17

56 The Greater Ville 24 31 41 44 67 207 41.4 41

57 The Ville 16 32 24 10 33 115 23 24

58 Vandeventer 12 8 14 20 24 78 15.6 14

59 JeffVanderLou 26 59 40 59 73 257 51.4 59

60 St. Louis Place 14 13 55 14 43 139 27.8 14

61 Carr Square 0 33 59 31 16 139 27.8 31

62 Columbus Square 1 1 1 13 40 56 11.2 1

63 Old North St. Louis 14 1 6 10 10 41 8.2 10

64 Near North Riverfront 4 3 13 0 14 34 6.8 4

65 Hyde Park 19 12 27 21 28 107 21.4 21

66 College Hill 28 18 11 12 31 100 20 18

67 Fairgrounds 17 17 17 30 17 98 19.6 17

68 O'Fallon 27 32 35 65 38 197 39.4 35

69 Penrose 32 32 27 28 26 145 29 28

70 Mark Twain I-70 Industrial 2 4 3 1 2 12 2.4 2

71 Mark Twain 23 13 16 46 23 121 24.2 23

72 Walnut Park East 49 41 52 80 46 268 53.6 49

73 North Pointe 10 16 22 23 3 74 14.8 16

74 Baden 45 41 30 50 8 174 34.8 41

75 Riverview 2 1 0 2 0 5 1 1

76 Walnut Park West 9 18 19 34 30 110 22 19

77 Covenant Blu/Grand Center 2 56 20 14 11 103 20.6 14

78 Hamilton Heights 13 30 28 25 47 143 28.6 28

79 North Riverfront 0 0 2 0 2 4 0.8 0

Totals 1,879 2,056 2,362 2,561 2,013 10,871

Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998Residential Building Permits, 1994-1998
Note: This data includes all permits issued, whatever the value of the improvement.
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Housing costsHousing costsHousing costsHousing costs    
    

CountyCountyCountyCounty

Median Value of Owner Median Value of Owner Median Value of Owner Median Value of Owner 

Occupied Units Occupied Units Occupied Units Occupied Units  Median RentMedian RentMedian RentMedian Rent

Clinton (IL)  $ 55,000.00  $ 330.00 

Franklin (MO) $ 58,600.00  $ 348.00 

Jefferson (MO) $ 65,100.00  $ 418.00 

Jersey (IL) $ 45,500.00  $ 318.00 

Lincoln (MO) $ 55,000.00  $ 341.00 

Madison (IL) $ 51,000.00  $ 384.00 

Monroe (IL) $ 72,100.00  $ 295.00 

St. Charles (MO) $ 83,800.00  $ 485.00 

St. Clair (IL) $ 54,900.00  $ 399.00 

St. Louis City (MO) $ 49,700.00  $ 342.00 

St. Louis (MO)  $ 82,600.00  $ 482.00 

Warren (MO) $ 64,100.00  $ 341.00 

Metropolitan St. Louis Area Real EstateMetropolitan St. Louis Area Real EstateMetropolitan St. Louis Area Real EstateMetropolitan St. Louis Area Real Estate

Source: US Department of Commerce, Census of the Bureau,     
    
MSA Housing MSA Housing MSA Housing MSA Housing AffordabilityAffordabilityAffordabilityAffordability Rankings Rankings Rankings Rankings    
    

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Percent*Percent*Percent*Percent* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Percent*Percent*Percent*Percent*

1 Salt Lake City 15.2 20 Dallas 20.2

2 Cincinnati 15.8 21 Milwaukee 21.3

3 Louisville 16.1 22222222

4 Charlotte 16.2 22 Phoenix 22.2

5 Indianapolis 16.5 23 Portland 22.5

6 Kansas City 16.6 24 Washington DC 22.6

7 Oklahoma City 16.6 25 Atlanta 22.8

8 Pittsburgh 17.8 26 Austin 24.8

9 Columbus 17.8 27 Boston 25

10101010 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 18.318.318.318.3 28 Seattle 25.1

11 Minneapolis 18.5 29 Chicago 27.3

14 Memphis 18.9 30 Philadelphia 29.2

15 Denver 19.2 31 Los Angeles 30.8

16 Detroit 19.3 32 San Francisco 31.1

17 San Antonio 19.5 33 San Diego 31.9

18 Baltimore 20 34 Miami 35.2

19 Cleveland 20.1 35 New York 37.2

* Percent of households paying over 35% of their income for housing, 

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999

Housing AffordabilityHousing AffordabilityHousing AffordabilityHousing Affordability

AverageAverageAverageAverage
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TransportationTransportationTransportationTransportation    
 
The City of St. Louis is convenient too much of the United States and the world via a variety 
of transportation modes--water, rail, road and air. Our central location in the United States 
makes St. Louis a convenient travel destination or place to call home.  

Traveling to St. LouisTraveling to St. LouisTraveling to St. LouisTraveling to St. Louis  

St. Louis was founded because of its accessibility to the rivers. St. Louis is the 
northernmost ice-free port on the Mississippi River. It is also the nation's second largest 
inland port. The City Port Authority manages the entire 19.3 mile frontage of the City of St. 
Louis on the Mississippi River. The Missouri River and Illinois River connect St. Louis to 
Kansas City, Omaha, Chicago and the Great Lakes. St. Louis is the nation's second largest 
railway center in terms of jobs and third in terms of rail lines, with at least ten freight 
railways having operations here, the largest being Union Pacific Railroad and Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe. Downtown St. Louis is served by four Interstate highways: I-44, 
southwest through Southwest St. Louis to Springfield, MO, Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Wichita 
Falls, TX; I-55 (the Ozark Expressway), south through South St. Louis to Cape Girardeau, 
MO, Memphis, Jackson, MS and ending near New Orleans, or north across the Poplar Street 
Bridge to Springfield, IL and Chicago; I-64, via the Poplar Street Bridge east to Evansville, 
IN, Louisville, KY, Charleston, WV, Richmond and Norfolk, or (as Highway 40, the Daniel 
Boone Expressway) west through the City's central corridor and ending in the western 
suburbs of St. Louis ; and I-70 (the Mark McGwire Highway), northwest from downtown 
through North St. Louis to Kansas City, Denver, and ending near Richfield, UT, or east via 
the Poplar Street Bridge to Indianapolis, Columbus, OH, and Baltimore. All the major motor 
freight carriers serve St. Louis, with several having major terminal facilities in the Hall 
Street industrial area of North St. Louis, convenient to I-70.  

The St. Louis Amtrak station, 550 S. 16th St., provides direct service to Jefferson City, 
Kansas City, Springfield, IL, Chicago, Poplar Bluff, MO, Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, San 
Antonio, and points in between. The St. Louis Greyhound terminal, 1450 N. 13th St., 
provides service to several hundred cities and towns throughout the state and nation. Within 
the next several years, an Intermodal Transportation Center is slated for construction, at 
14th and Spruce Streets, near the existing Amtrak stop. The Intermodal Center will bring 
together in one place Metro Link, Bi-State bus service, the St. Louis Greyhound terminal, car 
rentals, and an improved Amtrak station. The City-owned Lambert-St. Louis International 
Airport, located in Northwest St. Louis County on I-70, is the 9th largest hub airport in the 
United States and the 9th largest airport in the world, with non-stop flights available to 
London, Paris, and a variety of cities in North America. Lambert, just 15 miles from 
downtown, is the hub for St. Louis-based Trans World Airlines. Lambert is also served by 
Southwest Airlines, at the recently rebuilt East Terminal, and by 16 other airlines.  

Traveling in St. LouisTraveling in St. LouisTraveling in St. LouisTraveling in St. Louis  

Four interstate highways--I-44, I-55, I-70 and I-64/Highway 40--all maintained by the Missouri 
Department of Transportation, slice through the City of St. Louis and provide quick access 
from downtown to the western, southwestern, southeastern, and northwestern parts of the 
City and its suburbs. Also, I-270, the region's outer belt, serves the extreme northern 
portion of the City. Other major arteries in the City are, for the most part, maintained by the 
City Street Department. Major City arteries include Forest Park Parkway, Gravois Avenue 
(most of which is state-maintained), Natural Bridge Avenue, North Florissant/West Florissant 
Avenue, Tucker Blvd., Broadway, Gravois Avenue, Delmar Blvd., Grand Blvd., Jefferson 
Avenue, Chippewa Street, Martin Luther King Drive, Hampton Avenue, Goodfellow Blvd., Union 
Blvd., Riverview Drive, and Kingshighway Blvd., among others.  

The Bi-State Development Agency operates the public bus and light rail system in the City of 
St. Louis and surrounding counties. This includes the highly successful Metro Link light-rail 
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line, which serves Downtown, Downtown West, Midtown, the Central West End, DeBaliviere 
Place, Skinker-DeBaliviere, the West End, and terminates at Lambert-St. Louis International 
Airport. Bi-State's extensive network of buses is tied into the Metro Link line, and almost 
every major street in the City is served by at least one of 40 local bus lines serving the 
City. Sixteen different express bus lines provide convenient access to downtown St. Louis at 
peak hours from various parts of the City.  

    
Lambert airport: number of passengersLambert airport: number of passengersLambert airport: number of passengersLambert airport: number of passengers    
    

    

Passengers Flights

1990199019901990 20,065,737 439,002

1991199119911991 19,151,278 413,212

1992199219921992 20,984,782 427,755

1993199319931993 19,984,782 453,268

1994199419941994 23,362,671 479,943

1995199519951995 25,719,351 519,156

1996199619961996 27,274,846 513,849

1997199719971997 27,661,144 516,889

1998199819981998 28,700,622 502,979

1999199919991999 30,188,973 502,865

Lambert Airport Lambert Airport Lambert Airport Lambert Airport 

Passenger GrowthPassenger GrowthPassenger GrowthPassenger Growth
1990-19991990-19991990-19991990-1999

    
    
Motor Vehicle RegistrationMotor Vehicle RegistrationMotor Vehicle RegistrationMotor Vehicle Registration    
    

    

YearYearYearYear

Total Vehicle Total Vehicle Total Vehicle Total Vehicle 

RegistrationsRegistrationsRegistrationsRegistrations

Automobile Automobile Automobile Automobile 

RegistrationsRegistrationsRegistrationsRegistrations

Truck Truck Truck Truck 

RegistrationsRegistrationsRegistrationsRegistrations

1980 256,196 225,084 31,112

1981 243,457 215,814 27,643

1982 233,966 203,943 30,023

1983 241,071 210,028 31,043

1984 245,669 214,294 31,375

1985 251,844 218,343 33,501

1986 251,159 220,035 31,124

1987 245,292 214,234 31,058

1988 303,740 263,504 40,236

1989 247,099 214,437 32,662

1990 257,863 223,471 34,392

1991 241,477 208,533 32,944

1992 244,943 210,931 34,012

1993 216,826 186,256 30,570

1994 239,178 205,937 33,241

1995 232,286 199,773 32,513

1996 227,347 194,741 32,606

1997 252,767 216,646 36,121

Motor Vehicle Registration, 1980-1997Motor Vehicle Registration, 1980-1997Motor Vehicle Registration, 1980-1997Motor Vehicle Registration, 1980-1997

Source: Missouri Department of Revenue, Division of Driver     
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Port TrafficPort TrafficPort TrafficPort Traffic & Commodities & Commodities & Commodities & Commodities    
 

Total CoalTotal CoalTotal CoalTotal Coal 10,79410,79410,79410,794 Total Primary Manufactured GoodsTotal Primary Manufactured GoodsTotal Primary Manufactured GoodsTotal Primary Manufactured Goods 2,8932,8932,8932,893

Total Petroleum and Petroleum ProductsTotal Petroleum and Petroleum ProductsTotal Petroleum and Petroleum ProductsTotal Petroleum and Petroleum Products 4,4974,4974,4974,497   subtotal lime, cement and glass 1,740

  subtotal crude petroleum 0   subtotal primary iron and steel products 1,056

  subtotal petroleum products 4,897   subtotal primary non-ferrous metal products 97

Total Chemical and Related ProductsTotal Chemical and Related ProductsTotal Chemical and Related ProductsTotal Chemical and Related Products 1,2891,2891,2891,289 Total Food and Farm ProductsTotal Food and Farm ProductsTotal Food and Farm ProductsTotal Food and Farm Products 9,3239,3239,3239,323

  subtotal fertilizers 476   subtotal grain 4,483

  subtotal other chemicals and related products 813   subtotal oilseeds 2,999

Total Crude Materials, Inedible Except FuelsTotal Crude Materials, Inedible Except FuelsTotal Crude Materials, Inedible Except FuelsTotal Crude Materials, Inedible Except Fuels 2,5352,5352,5352,535   subtotal vegetable products 134

  subtotal forest products, wood and chips 67   subtotal processed grain and animal feed 1,695

  subtotal soil, sand, gravel, rock and stone 1,435   subtotal other agricultural products 11

  subtotal iron ore and scrap 490 27272727

  subtotal non-ferrous ores and scrap 148

  subtotal sulphur, clay and salt 47

  subtotal slag 80

  subtotal other non-metal min. 268

Port Commodities in Tons, 1998Port Commodities in Tons, 1998Port Commodities in Tons, 1998Port Commodities in Tons, 1998

Source: US Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis, MO District, 1998

Total All Manufactured Equipment, Total All Manufactured Equipment, Total All Manufactured Equipment, Total All Manufactured Equipment, 

Machinery and ProductsMachinery and ProductsMachinery and ProductsMachinery and Products

Total, All Commodities: 31,758Total, All Commodities: 31,758Total, All Commodities: 31,758Total, All Commodities: 31,758

 
Infrastructure indexInfrastructure indexInfrastructure indexInfrastructure index    
    

    

New YorkNew YorkNew YorkNew York 2.86 PittsburghPittsburghPittsburghPittsburgh 5.57

DenverDenverDenverDenver 3.57 MemphisMemphisMemphisMemphis 5.71

San AntonioSan AntonioSan AntonioSan Antonio 4.14 PortlandPortlandPortlandPortland 5.71

Salt Lake CitySalt Lake CitySalt Lake CitySalt Lake City 4.29 San DiegoSan DiegoSan DiegoSan Diego 5.86

San FranciscoSan FranciscoSan FranciscoSan Francisco 4.43 DetroitDetroitDetroitDetroit 6.14

AustinAustinAustinAustin 4.57 CincinnatiCincinnatiCincinnatiCincinnati 6.29

PhoenixPhoenixPhoenixPhoenix 4.57 LouisvilleLouisvilleLouisvilleLouisville 6.29

DallasDallasDallasDallas 4.71 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 6.29

Kansas CityKansas CityKansas CityKansas City 5 AtlantaAtlantaAtlantaAtlanta 6.43

MiamiMiamiMiamiMiami 5 BaltimoreBaltimoreBaltimoreBaltimore 6.43

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago 5.14 ClevelandClevelandClevelandCleveland 6.43

HoustonHoustonHoustonHouston 5.14 ColumbusColumbusColumbusColumbus 6.57

MilwaukeeMilwaukeeMilwaukeeMilwaukee 5.14 BostonBostonBostonBoston 7

Los AngelesLos AngelesLos AngelesLos Angeles 5.29 IndianapolisIndianapolisIndianapolisIndianapolis 7.14

SeattleSeattleSeattleSeattle 5.29 NashvilleNashvilleNashvilleNashville 7.14

MinneapolisMinneapolisMinneapolisMinneapolis 5.43 Oklahoma CityOklahoma CityOklahoma CityOklahoma City 7.29

Washington D.C.Washington D.C.Washington D.C.Washington D.C. 5.43 CharlotteCharlotteCharlotteCharlotte 7.57

PhiladelphiaPhiladelphiaPhiladelphiaPhiladelphia 5.57

Source: Source: Source: Source: Where We Stand: The Strategic Assessment of the Where We Stand: The Strategic Assessment of the Where We Stand: The Strategic Assessment of the Where We Stand: The Strategic Assessment of the 

6. miles of roadway per square mile6. miles of roadway per square mile6. miles of roadway per square mile6. miles of roadway per square mile

5. highway congestion index5. highway congestion index5. highway congestion index5. highway congestion index

7. transit revenue hours of travel per capita7. transit revenue hours of travel per capita7. transit revenue hours of travel per capita7. transit revenue hours of travel per capita

*The lower the number, the better the city ranks in these *The lower the number, the better the city ranks in these *The lower the number, the better the city ranks in these *The lower the number, the better the city ranks in these 

Infrastructure IndexInfrastructure IndexInfrastructure IndexInfrastructure Index

East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999

The index is based on variables of the following:The index is based on variables of the following:The index is based on variables of the following:The index is based on variables of the following:

1. local government debt per capita1. local government debt per capita1. local government debt per capita1. local government debt per capita

2. local government capital outlays per capita2. local government capital outlays per capita2. local government capital outlays per capita2. local government capital outlays per capita

3. percent of housing attached to public and private water 3. percent of housing attached to public and private water 3. percent of housing attached to public and private water 3. percent of housing attached to public and private water 

4. percent of housing units attached to public sewer 4. percent of housing units attached to public sewer 4. percent of housing units attached to public sewer 4. percent of housing units attached to public sewer 
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Public SafetyPublic SafetyPublic SafetyPublic Safety    

It is important to remember that public safety statistics in the aggregate do not necessarily 
reflect the safety of an individual person in a particular location. Indeed, many City 
neighborhoods and downtown are as safe as or safer than anyplace in the suburbs. Anytime 
public safety statistics are examined, especially when the data are used to make comparisons 
between cities, they must be taken with a grain of salt, because reporting characteristics of 
different police departments may vary. 

City Wide CrimeCity Wide CrimeCity Wide CrimeCity Wide Crime    
    

    

1995199519951995 1996199619961996 1997199719971997

MURDERMURDERMURDERMURDER 204 166 153

RAPERAPERAPERAPE 273 268 225

ROBBERYROBBERYROBBERYROBBERY 5,127 4,086 3,572

ASSAULTASSAULTASSAULTASSAULT 5,790 4,102 5,641

BURGLARYBURGLARYBURGLARYBURGLARY 10,691 9,885 10,097

LARCENYLARCENYLARCENYLARCENY 28,237 29,232 24,006

AUTO THEFTAUTO THEFTAUTO THEFTAUTO THEFT 8,005 7,270 8,121

ARSONARSONARSONARSON 497 784 837

AGAINST PERSONSAGAINST PERSONSAGAINST PERSONSAGAINST PERSONS 12,376 10,203 9,591

AGAINST PROPERTYAGAINST PROPERTYAGAINST PROPERTYAGAINST PROPERTY 48,043 47,170 48,581

TOTAL INCIDENTS REPORTEDTOTAL INCIDENTS REPORTEDTOTAL INCIDENTS REPORTEDTOTAL INCIDENTS REPORTED 60,419 57,373 58,172

CITYWIDE INCIDENTS REPORTEDCITYWIDE INCIDENTS REPORTEDCITYWIDE INCIDENTS REPORTEDCITYWIDE INCIDENTS REPORTED

TOTALSTOTALSTOTALSTOTALS

    
    
MSA Crime rate rankingMSA Crime rate rankingMSA Crime rate rankingMSA Crime rate rankingssss    
 

 

RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate* RankRankRankRank Metro AreaMetro AreaMetro AreaMetro Area Rate*Rate*Rate*Rate*

1 Pittsburgh 2783 6001600160016001

2 Portland 4102 16 Dallas 6188

3 San Diego 4417 17 Seattle 6287

4444 St. LouisSt. LouisSt. LouisSt. Louis 4568456845684568 18 Baltimore 6609

5 New York 4607 19 San Antonio 6662

6 Los Angeles 4745 20 Atlanta 6712

7 Washington DC 4879 21 Columbus 6778

8 San Francisco 4920 22 Charlotte 6848

9 Milwaukee 4967 23 Salt Lake City 7009

10 Denver 5015 24 Nashville 7510

11 Indianapolis 5261 25 Memphis 7839

12 Minneapolis 5365 26 Phoenix 7907

13 Houston 5518 27 Oklahoma City 7911

14 Austin 5905 28 Miami 10792

15 Detroit 5932

AverageAverageAverageAverage

Source: Where We Stand, East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1999

* Total MSA crime rate per 100,000 population, 1997

MSA Crime RateMSA Crime RateMSA Crime RateMSA Crime Rate
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Other CitiesOther CitiesOther CitiesOther Cities    
    
Quality of life indicatorsQuality of life indicatorsQuality of life indicatorsQuality of life indicators    

    

 

Comparison Comparison Comparison Comparison 

CityCityCityCity

Average Commute Average Commute Average Commute Average Commute 

Time (mins)Time (mins)Time (mins)Time (mins)

Pro Sports Pro Sports Pro Sports Pro Sports 

Index*Index*Index*Index*

Arts & Culture Arts & Culture Arts & Culture Arts & Culture 

Index*Index*Index*Index*

St.Louis 23 95 56

Baltimore 25.6 94 100

Cleveland 21.9 99 84

Cincinnati 22.3 60 60

Detroit 23.1 100 71

Indianapolis 21.2 88 55

Kansas City 21.1 60 48

Memphis 21.5 28 41

Minneapolis 20.9 100 85

Pittsburgh 22.1 95 69

Quality of Life IndicatorsQuality of Life IndicatorsQuality of Life IndicatorsQuality of Life Indicators

* 100 is best; 0 is worst

Source: Money.com Best Places to Live in America, 1998  
 
Cost of living Cost of living Cost of living Cost of living comparisonscomparisonscomparisonscomparisons    
    

    

Comparison Comparison Comparison Comparison 

CityCityCityCity

Estimated Salary for Estimated Salary for Estimated Salary for Estimated Salary for 

Same Purchasing Power*Same Purchasing Power*Same Purchasing Power*Same Purchasing Power*

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

DifferenceDifferenceDifferenceDifference

St. Louis $50,000 

Manhattan (NYC) $154,779 210%

Boston $101,418 103%

Chicago $96,568 93%

San Francisco $92,698 85%

Seattle $76,648 53%

Denver $68,378 37%

Washington, DC $64,650 29%

Dallas $62,193 24%

Atlanta $61,106 22%

Baltimore $61,017 22%

Columbus $59,210 18%

Cleveland $58,448 17%

Cincinnati $57,030 14%

Louisville $56,569 13%

Minneapolis $56,409 13%

Pittsburgh $55,825 12%

Kansas City $55,104 10%

Indianapolis $54,354 9%

Nashville $53,444 7%

Memphis $53,078 6%

Source: The Salary Calculator, Homefair.com, 2000

* equivalent to $50,000 in St. Louis

Cost of Living ComparisonsCost of Living ComparisonsCost of Living ComparisonsCost of Living Comparisons
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Pollution levelsPollution levelsPollution levelsPollution levels    
    

    

Comparison Comparison Comparison Comparison 

CityCityCityCity

Air Quality Air Quality Air Quality Air Quality 

Rating*Rating*Rating*Rating*

EPA Watershed EPA Watershed EPA Watershed EPA Watershed 

Rating**Rating**Rating**Rating**

St. Louis 150 24.8

Baltimore 165 51.8

Cleveland 135 15.6

Cincinnati 160 10.6

Detroit 120 22.8

Indianapolis 160 15

Kansas City 120 1.9

Memphis 120 12

Minneapolis 165 29.8

Pittsburgh 180 23.3

* 100 is best; 0 is worst

** 200 is best; 0 is worst

Source: Money.com Best Places to Live in America, 1998

Pollution LevelsPollution LevelsPollution LevelsPollution Levels

    


