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Pille 8 Tbe TIMES ofSkinker- DeOa livicre 

In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr 

You never know what will show 
up at your door, thanks to UPS It 
was a cou ple of years ago, the exact 
date is a bi t fuzzy, and I was sitting 
at home, quietly conversing wilh 
Hcnry, my laptop computer, when 
the doorbell rang. It was the United 
Parcel Service delivery person 
Somewhat preoccupied, I signed for 
the package, paying linle anention to 
its contenTS. T rue, r should have 
been more careful, maybe, just 
maybe, I could ha>"C headed thi ngs 
off al lhe pass. Bul I was disT racted 
because r was in the middle of writ-
ing a letter to Uncle l ake. He had a 
probation hearing the next mOlllh 
and I was offering him some sage 
advice. Me, you sec, had gone to 
his last hearing wearing a T-shirt 
that said, "Cops arc pigs l Up you rs, 
societyt" For some reason, his pa_ 
role request was dcIlicd. I was writ­
ing to convince him not to wear his 
favorite sh irt, Ihe one wi th ' the big 
drawing of Charles Manson and J 
Edgar Hoover, standing ann-in-anll. 
offering peace s igns. 

The package sat on the piano, 
outside of my consciousness unlil the 
first wifc eame home. "Wonderful, " 
she shrieked. pick ing it up IIt\d rub­
bi ng the box agai nst her check, 
"they've fi nally come." Her face was 
afire with joy. 

"What's finally come, dear?' I 
asked , look.~g ~p from Henry's 
scr<X'JI, holdi ng a cigar in one hand 
and a ehocolatc-chi p cookie in the 
other. (A man is nothi ng wilhout 
oou rishmcnt.) Karlccn wailed, ' My 
fi rst shipment from the SHOE·Of ­
THE-MONT H CLUB!" She was 
absolutely giddy wilh happiness 

The SHOE-Of-THE-MONTII 
CLUB! Can you believe it? I was 
aghast. My wife nocds more shoes 
like the Menendez family nceded 
more ch ildren . 

Now mind you, ['ve nolhing 
against "of-the-month" clubs. In 
fact. in the past I used to belong to 
the Book-of-thc-Monlh C lu b, and I 
am now a proud member of the 
Quality-Paperback -Book-of-tbe­
Month Club. Once upon a time I 
even belonged 10 the T ic-of-Ihc­
Month Club. That membership didn't 
last long, because the ties weren't 
lhal great "Funeral tics." Cousin 
Gino used to call 'em, "the kind of tic 
you wear 10 a funeral, whether 
you're coming or going' 

I also used to belong 10 the Cigar­
of-the-the-Monlh Club. Now thai 

was great! You'd simply put in you r 
order for 100 or 200 Napoloon~, 

Chureh ills, or Presidenls (Ihe names 
of lhe cigars wcre Ihci r besl fea­
tures), decide whether you wanted 
g recn or brown leaf, and bingo, 
theld be shipped a utomatically from 
a warehouse in Tampa. l1Ic Cigar_ 
of-the-Month brochure said that 
while it was true Ihe cigars weren't 
really from Cuba, these part icular 
seeds had been smuggled out just be­
fore Castro c.1me to power, and lhey 
were now grown in C{)mparable land 
wilh a sim ila r climate. Honest! But 
those were the only of-the-month 
clubs that I joilled. I don't know, 
maybe I'm a loner or maybe [ just 
have somcthing agai nst clubs . After 
all. despile their letters congratulat­
ing me on my fine eredil rating I 
tumod down joining Ihe Columbia 
Rccord-of-the-Month and lhe Real 
Rock CD-of-tbe-Montb Clubs . And 
1 didn~ join eilher the Jelly-of-the­
Month Club or Ihe Bread-of-Ihc­
Month Club. And I p.1l;sed on the 
Pear-of-the-Mollth Club (which 
guarantees you. aceording" to the ad 
in the New York nme~. "Ia.5ty. suc­

culent pears year- round, regardless 
of lhe climate where you [i ve"). [ 
continue to gct solicitations from the 
Vidco-of-the-Month Club, but s ince 
I don'l have time to rcad the books I 
get Ihrough the Quality-Paperback­
Book-of-the-Month Club. I Sure 
don't want to order vidooii Ihal I'll 
never get a rou nd 10 walchi ng. 

But the wife is a different story . 
She's a joiner. When we were firs t 
ma rried, she belonged 10 the 
Sweatcr-of_lhc-Month Club. It 
origi nated in Scotland: if you gave 
them you r s ize and SC3SOn (Ka rlccn 
is a "winter"), the sweaters showed 
up as if by magic on your doorstep 
each month. Magic and Mastercard . 
anyway 

Short ly after joining the Sweater­
of-the-Month Club she joined the 
Spoodc: China Platc-of-Ihe-Monlh 
club. I couldn't compla in beeause I 
had just purchased a j ukeoo:< . The 
Plate-of-the-Month Club was inter­
esting, I'U say tbat much for it. The 
design on the di nner platcs varied 
with thc season. So naturally, '" 
December she received a Christmas 
plate, featuring an evergreen trIX 
surrounded by little teddy bears and 
wrapped presents. In February the 
plate had a pieture of Li ncoln and 
Washi ngton standing in front of the 
United States flag. The Mareh plate 

featured a leprechaun and thc April 
one had a field of flowers My fa­
vorite, lhough, was the May plate 
depicting the a ll the race cars, en­
gi nes revving and exhaust fumes 
billowi ng, at the start ing line of the 
Indianapolis 5()() . 

l1Ic wife belonged to the Plate­
of-lhe- Monlh Club for fou r or five 
years. Since ou r stove has been dis­
connecled, we don't cook, we have 
mo re dishes than we could ever hope 
to usc . After a ll, you cat Domino's 
and Lean Cuis ines right from lhe 
holl. so who uccds a plate'! Fortu­
nately, even she grew tired of lhe 
drawings on the plales and resigned. 
It was clear that they had ru n OUI of 
good :;cencs: r mean, who really 
wants to eat from a plate with a 
picture of John Wayne in his 
"Honoo" outfi t? St ill , we wound np 
with fuur or five dozen plates, in­
cluding the entire John Travolta se­
nes. 

But the Shoc-of-the-Month Cl ub'! 
It's designed for women with the 
centipede mentality: they can 
NEVER have enough shoes! Each 
month the wife gets a pai r of sIlocs, 
68 for summe r a nd 6C for winter 
with socks, deli vered by UPS. The 
shoes, she says, are quite s lylish a nd 
nOI aU Ihat c.~pens i vc. (Between you 
and mc, I don't complain too much 
because I figure thai I'm ahead . 
Since she's noI going into the stores 
to buy shoes. she can't save me 
mooey by purehasing a ll of the other 
bargains that she sees a long the way . 
I can on ly afford to save so much 
lnoney.) 

The first pair she received was 
brown lealbc r wilh a red how 00 the 
toes. Because snc's "a winter,' she 
exchanged them for black ones wilh 
a red how. (I don't understand Ihis 
at a ll, but I've leamod not to argue.) 
0 """ the black ones arrived, she an­
nounced tha! she liked tncm enough 
to noIj u"1 kcep them, but name them 
as ,,"CU. She fccls that her shoes are 
more personal if Ihey have ..ames, so 
Over the years aU two or three hun­
dred pairs of her shoes wCre given 
names. 

So Larry and Lucy, black with 
red bows, are Ilow flmlly ensconced 
in her closet. Mike and Ma ria were 
the sceond pair. r remember them 
dcarly because they were a pair of 
}"Cllow, leathcr tClUl is shoes. I told 
her that they looked like margari ne 

to me. All she did was roll her eyes; 
she kept weari ng the shoes. 

The Times Carries On - With Readers' Help 
Thi. is the lirst month of the 25th 

year of publishing for tltis new:spapor. 
F<>r alt of that time it has been 
produced by the velunt<:<:r tabor of 
community resid<nu. toyal w'cnisers 
and generous donors. One of the 
groups that laboT every month to bring 
The Tim .. to you is the battalion of 
distributors who bring it to your door. 
We list them hc:rc both to lhank them 
and to gi'" you a chance to !.hank them 
for their sotvie<:. There arc bl""k.. in 
the di$1riboli<m area for which we have 
no distribut<>r. If you li~ On one of 
these blocks and could donate the hour 
or SO each month lhat it take$ to d<liver 

The Timu, ptease call Marj Weir at 
1\63-7558. Or Lana Stein at 12t_7532. 
Our distribution staff: 
Art Santen; delivery to all block 
distributors. churches and institutions. 
Brad Weir: (kti, ·cry to advertiser 
businesses 
Walsh.. Alt Parl<view 
McGinnslSallers DistributiOll to 

some locked apanments 
Polks 5700 DeGiveYVi lie 
Mahdi 5800 DeGiveYVi tlc 
Austios 5900 De(;i"etvi lle 

6000 KiO!Sbury 
6l00Ki~ry 

5900 McPherson 

Cro= 
Stoecklin, 
Stein 
Smiths 

"~ *McGinns 
W .. 
Cha,= "'W_ 
Falker 
Hollers 
' Gambt .. 
ForsJunds 
,"", 

<0"" 

6000 McPherson 
6100 McPhc:rson 
5800 Nina Place 

5800 I'mhing 
5900 Pershing 
6000 Pershing 
6100Pershing 

6000 Wru;hington 
6100 Wru;hington 

5700 Waterman 
5800 Watmnan 
5900 Walerman 
6000 Waterman 
6100 Waterman 

All ofDeBaliviere 
,,~ 

Apr il 1994 

I remember Jennifer and Slater 
well. They were boots, the kind that 
you'd wear to a motorcycle rally or 
Ross Perot spc>:Ch. Others followed, 
one pair cach month. Although I'm 
not surc of the order, our household 
was joined by Craig and Patsy. Es­
merelda and Jose, Ralph and Trixie. 
and Sam and Rebecca (Ibese arrived 
around the time of the "Cheers' fi_ 
nale) to name a fcw. We became 
best fricnds""ith our UPS deliverers, 
Eddie a nd Karen. 

Now gett ing a pai r of shoes de­
li vered a utomali cally. each mornh, 
didn't mean that the wife would cui 
back on her regular shoe purchases. 
I fool ishly raised that Issue once and 
she said something that even if we 
had a pizza delivered once c.1eh 
monlh. we'd slill bave to cat other 
meals. The logic of this escaped me. 
but I've learned not to ask or a rgue . 
Since we never throw away anything 
in our house. the col leclion of shoes 
grew larger and larger and larger. If 
[ didn't know bett~ r, I'd think thai 
they "~re multiplying behind closed 
doors! Imelda Ma rcos would look 
upon my wifc's shoe anny with envy. 

Abou t a year ago "Californ ia 
Closets" came to our house to give a 
bid on turning our spare third floor 
bedroom inlO a shoe closet You 
shou ld have secn the look on the 
salesperson's face when she left after 
givi ng us a bid for the work. She 
was no doubt thinking oflhe around ­
the-world cruise that she could pur­
chase with the conunission on this 
closct. alone! Ka rleen d idn't want 
lhe shoes to feci claustrophobic, a 
healthy shoc is a happy shoe. so we 
wenl ahead with the renovation. 
n.crc were three workmen here for 
most of t\\'0 days, creating $helves. 
using tiny nails to tack nameplates 
on the sbcl.'CS for the shoes, and 
putti ng in rack upon rack upon rack 
for the shoes themselves . Oops. I 
mean for Bruce and Denise. Paul 
and Paula, and so on. 

So aU's well that cnds well . "The 
Shoe-of-the--Month company is cer­
tainly happy United Parcel is de­
lighted. The California Closets 
salesperson is 0/1 a j unket some­
where, smiling at her good fortune. 
And Kar!oen beams every tim" she 
goes to the shoe room to tal k to her 
friends. I j ust hope that leke doesn't 
come here look ing fur a place to stay 
if he ever gou his pa role. I don't 
know how he'd react to hear that he 
has to share a room with three or 
four hundred of the wife's dcarcsl 
friends -. 5800 Westminster & 

Hami lton School 
Sandler 6000 Westminster 
Stahls 6tOO Westminster 
*Replacement requested! 

W e qecd dln ributon for the 
fnllowing block,,: 

5800 Kingsbury 
5900 Kingsbury 
5700 McPhc:rson 

S700 Pershing 
5800 Washington 

Please .... d • band if you can! 
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