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In Your Ear

by Hawkeye V. Hoerr

Is there any area more ludi-
crous lhan professional sporls
loday? As | wrile this, major
league baseball players are on

strike. Major league hockey
players are on strike. Proles-
sional baskelball players, al-

though they haven't even re-
porled Lo lraining camp yel, are
threalening to go on slrike.
Whal a bunch of buffoons,
these major leaguers -- bolh the
managemenl and the athletes -
almost make even Congress
look reasonable by comparison,
and you can'l gel much worse
than thal. (Note thal | sald al-
maost!)

Withholding services, in the
case of major league base-
ballers, despile the lacl lhat the
AVERAGE player's salary is over
$1,000,000 per season is beyond
belief. Think about il. This av-
erage major league salary could
give Iwenly leachers very hefly
raises so that they could make
$50,000 per year! Or lhal same
million smackeroos could pay
filty unemployed folks $20,000
per year lo go lhrough some
sorl of job training program. Bul
then society wouldnt have a
shorlstop hitling .225 to kick
around.

The hockey players
seem a bil more sane, bul only
in comparison lo the base-
ballers. Whal all of these ado-
lescents in men's bodies share
is that they're being paid mega-
bucks lo do something thal
most of the male population
likes tlo do for fun. And I've
heard the argument thal il an
accountant makes a mistake,
30,000 fans don't boo him.
Well, 1 don't know aboul ac-
counting, but when | make a
mistake, as | do more oflen than
I'd like, | sure hear aboul il. And
il's nol soflened by the anony-
mous boos of mullitudes far
away. Often il's a one-lo-one
confrontation with someone
that | know well and care aboul.
Give me 30,000 nameless faces
any day!

Bul, you're probably
wondering, Hawkeye, why are
you wriling about this now? It's
old news, so whal's the poinl?
Ah, banana-breath, replies
Hawkeye, there is a point! You
see, while the athleles have nei-
ther coffee nor grounds lor their
pitiable behavior, there are
some groups and Individuals
who should be walking the
pickel line. Yep, these are the
folks whao give more than they
gel and lake more abuse lhan
they should. Lel's pause for a
minute and give them their due.

Here goes, il's the TOP
TEN LIST OF GENERALLY UN-
LOVED, GENERALLY UNAP-
PRECIATED, AND GENERALLY
UNDERPAID. (OK, OK, so
they're not all underpaid. Two
out of three ain'l bad!)

10. Michael Jackson's press
agenl. Is there a more thank-
less job? Maybe being the al-
lorey for the Menendez broth-
ers. Maybe.

9. The guy who makes
Ross Perot's charls and graphs.
Ross-baby gels the limelight and
applause; this poor fellow toils
in obscurity, taking oul his frus-
tralions with colored markers.
Maybe thal's just as well, actu-
ally. He's probably happy that
we don'l know his name since
mosl the Perol's data are wrong
anyway.

8. The uaffic cop who
slands al the inlersection of lhe

Park Expressway and
Skinker Avenue. Whal, you've

never seen the traffic cop??? No
wonder he's unapprecialed
(and no wonder lhere are so
many accidenls there!).

7. The poor ladies who
work behind the counter al any
of 1 ocal SI. Louis Bread
Companies. Could there be
anyone who has more lo do
and less time lo do it? Withoul
fail, there is always a line, and
wilhoult fail, it takes len minules
just to gel a cup of coffee and
muffy. Somebody ought to be
looking al the staffing palterns
and give those poor people
some help!

6. Missouri Secretary of
State Judy Moriarly. Give the

poor lady a break. Here she is,
jusl lrying to do her son a favor
by laking advantage of her of-
fice lo register him in an illegal
fashion, and all of a sudden
everybody gels uplighl.  Afler
all, i's not like he's a slranger.
Whal's a molher lo do?

9. The news media who
has to fligure oul ways lo keep
0Ol in the news. Il's nol easy,
constantly regurgitaling old
news, hunting for new angles,
and spreading rumors. Bul hey,
the public must be served! Al
least il's more realislic than
SeaQuesl.

4. The poor US Poslal
Workers. Sure, 5,000 poslal
employees' checks gol losl in
the mail. Sure, il looks prelly
bad when the post office can'l
deliver their own mail; we're
used to them not delivering
ours, bul not delivering theirs is
even more embarrassing. And
sure, privale carriers are suc-
cessful because people believe
that they're fasler and more re-
sponsible. Bul hey, FedEx and
UPS don'l have an Elvis stamp!!!

3. All Missouri laxpayers.
Two words: EMPTY STADIUM.

2. Any wealher forecasler
on a local Lv. channel. Imagine

how painful it must be each
day, knowing thal you have 30
seconds of information thal eve-
ryone wanls lo hear, bul thal
you have lo use five minutes lo
do il! All people really want lo
know is whal's the wealher
oulside now and what's il going
lo be tomommrow? (In a pinch,
forget the outside weather; we
all have windows.) Bul lhe
weatherperson has lo lalk aboul
fronts and baromelric pressure
and show us funny figures 1aken
from ouler space. They've even
laken lo giving the ragweed
counl jusl to lake up time. This
is a job thal cannol be lun!

And number one in the Top
TEN LIST OF GENERALLY UNLOVED,

GENERALLY UNAPPRECIATED, and
GENERALLY UNDERPAID is

I. Your US Congressman.
Whether it's Dick or William or
lke or Jim, think ol whal these
poor blokes musl go through.
Living away [rom home [or
months al a lime, no home-
cooked meals and only ealing
al fancy reslaurants, lrying lo
pass legislation lo make this a
betler place for all of us. And
whal to lhey get? Crilicism!
Give these folks a break and
help them out: vole againsl all
incumbents! Thal way you'd be
doing a lavor lor everyone!

Next month: Whal lo buy al
holiday time for those relatives
that you can't stand!

Bosley
continued from page 1

them lo be open until 11:00
p.m. and would like lo have the
Depl. of Heallh provide prenalal
care lhere.

Bosley concluded by an-
swering questions. In thal for-
mal, he said thal the cily and
counly are "inextricably lied lo-
gelher.” He also said lhere
would be increased opportuni-
lies to recycle al a number of
fire stations in the cily. Other
speakers in this series have in-
cluded Gregory Freeman and
Dee Joyce-Hayes.

Classified

Wanled: Green clay rooling
liles. Please call Tim al 721-8616
days, or 434-5469 evenings.

IF YOU'RE COLLEGE BOUND,
YOU'RE BOUND TO

NEED A LOAN.

Whether you're 18, 38, or 58, if you're going 1o college,
you'll probably need a loan. At Central West End Bank,

we specialize in student loans. We've got all the facts about
Stafford Loans for dependent children, loans for
parents, and Supplemental Loans for adults who are back in
college. Our experienced staff is always ready to give

you helpful and courteous service. Whatever your age,
check with us about student loans,

Q\\'=

415 DeBaliviere
314-367-8800

B A Federal Savings Bank

CENTRAL WEST END BANK

Member ED.LC.

Everytbing you need to know about student loans.
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