












November 1994 The TIMES of Skinker DeBativiere 

continued from 1»9'1 1 _ 
Whal aboulLucler Park? Why don'l we 
use lhal area? 

Are there a ll)' example. of play­
llround like Ihlt In the City lhal have lK!en 
.ucceoosful? Who Ie payine for lhe playground? 

The funds to buy the equipment , PIe­
pare the lot, and build lhe sum:nmdlng wall 
will come from the Gate way Fouitdalion, all 
organIzation that favors funding children's 
rec reat ional projecls. Some volunteer labor 
may be required from ne ighbors to erect 
Ihe equipment. 

Luc ier Park has several 
Pfoblems: The Forest Park Southe ast neighbor­

hood has a small parklplay&round called 
Park a t lhe comer of Taylor- a,li1 

Gibson. 1he pollee officers in the a rea have 
sa id that Ihe playgro und has nol Inc reased 
lolte ri ng. 

• 1\ does not meet lhe requirement [01 
a cenl rally located playground. Many . 
pa re nts have staled that It Is too far to 
walk the re with their children. 

Whal about the "Tot lot" lhal wu built 
over IS years ago and dldn'l wort? Wo n'l 
the . ame thing happen again? 

• It has loitering problems now, which 
rTlCans that we have to oevise a plan 
10 ImPf(W(! lhe area, bot a playground 
is not the answer. 

It this Is such a good kiea, why are you 
circulating Ihls petition? 

Three reasons: 

There are two ma in reasons lhe prot>­
le ms with the To l lot will not be repeate d: 

• The equlpmenl al the Tot lot was 
designed and built by studenls at 
Washington Unive rsily, not by a play­
ground equipment company. Some 
of the equipment was nol sized for 
todd lers. The area was !lOt fenced or 
galed. Teenagers tended 10 take over 

the playground. 

• It is vulnerable because ol its proxim­
ily 10 Oelmar and the cut·through pe­
dest rian Iraffic. Safely would be 11 big 
Issue. 

• The Galeway Foundation that will be 
. giving us Ihe grant 10 fund Ihe ploy­

ground wanls to be certain Ihat there 
is neighborhood support for It. 

Who will own the playtlround? 
The city of St. louis will own the play­

ground. They will maintain II and accept Ii­
ability for- It. 

Who wlllloc:k the gate? 

The playground equipmenl we are 
planning to Inslall is made for small 
children. It will not be comfortable 
for teenagers. TIle area will be 
fenced and galed (lockable) so we 
can close it at speci fied hours. 

We are recommending that a group 01 
volunteers be established. Each volunteer 
will be responsible fot clO$ing the gate each 
evening and opening it each morning for 
()(1f! wee k of the year, We have several 
volunleers al ready. This should !lOt be a in­
surmounlable obstacle, considering the size 
of the Sklnker-DeBaJiviere neighborhood, 
the number of people cornmllte d to improv· 
ing the area. and the Large number of pe0-

ple support ing this playground. 

• Some people In the llO! ighborhood 
haven'l he ard about lhe playground, 
or have only heard rumors about It. 
We are tryIng 10 contact as many 
people as possible to leI them know 
the fac ls aboulthe situatlon. A public 
meeting that was held in August was 
not well atte nded, so we fe lt thai a 
door-to-door effort would enable us 
10 get more Input 00 the project. 

• There is a very smal l, but vocal, mi­
nority opposed 10 the playground. Al­
Ihough we a re certain that a maJo rlty 
of the neighborhood supports II, sig­
natures will help us get 1111 accurate 

• The Sklnker DeBaliviere neighbor­
hood has sta bilized appreciably In lhe 
lasll5-20 yean. The Improved co­
hesiveness oflhe llO!ighborhood, the 
basketball courls, and the Youth Cy­
c les program have greatly decreased 
til<'! problems associated with inac Uve 
teenagers.-

"'""'. 
A second publk: meellng will be held 

on November 29th at 7 p.m. al Crace 
Melhodls, Church In the Fetlmwhlp Hall. 
We ullle everyone 10 attend. 

--------Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board or Directors Meeting -----
.---------------------.-----------Oc tober 1 7, 1994 Minu tes ______________ ... 

Members present : Directors B. 
Bender, J . Wright, A. Webb. J. 
Mille r, G. Hayes, S. )ohn.oon, D.· 
Bordes, J . deBetteneour1, R. John.. 
son, S. Polk, A. Johnson, L Slein, A. 
South CaIT, G. freenuron. and Ex· 
e<:utive Director K. Koenili. 

GueslS pr.,..,nt /to.. Hamilton, 
C. Johannes, K. Cohen. J. Walker, 
C. l..Jzard, H. Mullen. J . eo. 
thr1T1f!, and A. Busch. 

The meetio8 was called k> Of· 
der at 1:35 p.m . .". 8 . &It""",. 

of PI_ for 
... f'tan 

C. Johannes and A. Hamilton, 
officers oC the Apartment Owners 
.... lOCllrtion, preliminary 
dfawtll8s and plans for a neighbor­
hood·wIde tandscal*>i plan. The 
p4.an woW<:! include a consislenl 

01 landJcal*>i as well as 
monuments/Sates al Uuee points in 
the nelshborhood: Walennan and 
Sklnker, Walennan and De­
Ballvlere , and Perel and foresl 
Palk Parkway. The esUmated con 
for each sate is projecIed 
$25.000 and $50,000. funds win be 
IIOUjjht from nelgtrbortIood and 10-
<:,llrutitutions for the projed. More 
delaU s on this proje<:t will be pre­
sented In the next three months. 

Offreer J. Colhrlile Introduced 
hhnself as the r>eW Community 
Educational School OIr>Cer at 
Hilomittoo Community School. He 
distributed an lrIonnaUve SlIfVeY 
for Board memben 10 <:amplete In 
order lor him to better serve the 
wmmunJry"s need •. 
I. Re>iew 01 

J . Wrisht RlO¥ed "That the 
minutes of the Seplember Board 
meeting be aocepted as read"'; sec­
onded .". G: freeman and ap­......,. 

II . T.-.:a!IUr<:r'. Rc.llGrt 
J . Miller repqrted lhat the 

roso <:ampaign has been verv suc­
cessful. thus far ralslna over $5,200. 
The 1995 budgel will be pretenled 
ror review at the November Board 
meeq. G. freeman mowed "That 
the Sepcember Treasure .... Report 
be &C«pted as read"; seconded by 
A. Webb and a pproved. 
III. C_ .. iU,.., A.-Iatioro Rcporu 

eor-daI Plannlne: - K. 
Koen1, reported 00 the re<:ftlI 

... 00 the proposed )'OUIto dub a' 6016 Delmar 8ouIeY;trd. The 
condit\on>Jl use pennit was ap­
proved with 18 condlUons, Indud· 
Ina hours 01 operaUon, Ie<:Urity, and 
maxim ..... occupancy. The 6000 
bkJc:t. 01 Washing"'" suppor\e<1 the 
youIh dub prop<:I<Jai 

SIJIOI DeGI1'en'tlle - A. John.. 
ton th;mked Cothrine for 
al1endlng a recent block unit 
meeUng. 

Ntn.ll Plac:e . L Stein reported 
that the Nina PI<oO<! condomlniums 
_ prolI\ed in the St. Louis f'osI.. 

DispotCh weeks aao. and 11 
has led 10 Incre.ued Inle«!lt in the 

Part<vtew . 1. deBetteOCOlJrt 
reported that re.klents are con_ 

with the University O ty 
Mayor's current propotal of Me­
lroLlnk expansion. K. Koenig wiU 
keep abrea.r of aU propooJed p4.aru 
that would affect 0lA'" nelshbor+oood 
on this II."". 

lIoHdate . J . Miller reponed 
on upcomi"8 evenlS: 

I) Halloween Party at St. 
Rod> .. , Monday, October 31, from 
5:30 - 6:30 P.m. 

2) Har;w How at Lyria Jazz 
Oub (Euclid and WalhinslOn), No-

vembe, 16. 5:J(} _ 9:30 p.m. The 
charse i. $5. with proceeds 

beina split betwee" SOCC and Ro$­
edate. 

3) Saturday with Santa. dale 
In I:lecembe{ 10 be a.nnounced . 

Hous">a: Corporallon - K. 
Koenig reported that the raochelles 
have been demolished, and the lot 
will be $eIlded in the ne.1 one 10 
two Work Is progress­
Inc at 602S WeslminstH. 

- /to.. Butch dislrib­
uIed «rpies of a that sped­
lied expenditures incurred when 
honoring Tlf!ighborhood coaches 
who assisted with routh softball. 
She thanked SOCC and New Cote 
Brill;"nle Church for !heir conIribu­
tions lor coaches' awarda. 

Sodal - 8. Sender 
repooIed that nelShborttood homes 
of senior will be weather_ 
ize<! on October 29 by SI.U 1iIU­
denLS. A neishbortt.oo:.l ·wlde food 
drll'l! will be held on Saturday, ()e... 

c:ember 3. Coflecrlon will begin at 
9:30 a.m. 

Community f und - J. Millet 
presented and reviewed a prelimi· 
nary report of bingo reven"". A 
nlta l r<:port will be presented althe 
No\'ember meetinc. fie alK> re­
ported lhat Grace Pre-S<:hooI ap­
plied ror fundi"ll for new p4.a,.. 
ground equipmenl estimated 10 
00101 between SJ500 and $4000. 
The Community fund reviewed the 
apptl<:atlon and re<:on'mended 
$2000 go to Gra<:e Pr<:·S<:hooI fOf 
their playground. B. Bender mOYed 
"That. Crace Pre-School re<:eive 
$2000 rrom the Cornmun1Iy fUnd 
ror pIa)'llround equipment": sec­
onded .". J . deBetteocour1 and 
I8lIInimQUslY appn.wed . 

Mut Conunemora tlon - J. 
WriShl reported that the com­
memoration will be held on Janu­
at)' 15. 1995. with a soow dale of 
JanlMlry 22, 1995. at Gr<oO<! and 
Peace fellowship. from 3 10 5 p.m . 
Police OVer Hannon win be con­
\acted 10 act al keynole .peaker. 

fundrailing . B. Bender re­
ported that 50 far on/y60 percent of 
Board members have 
in the fOSD carnpaian. She IUJCd 
100 percerll participation. K. Koe­
nIs reported that thank )'Ott .­
and membenhlp canllr will be sent 
out 10 s ll "friends" within the ne.r 
twoweeQ. 

PenonneI . 8. Bender asked 
for voll.ln\eeB 10 serve on • c0m­

mittee to de\oelop a pen.(IN*d pol­
Icy. L SteIn, B. Bender, J. 5. 
Johnson, /to.. Smith CaIT, and G. 
Hayes will ........., on lhls wmmlttee. 

By. l.sws - K. KoenlS will <:on· 
\act T. Roland to ... 1 up a meeting 
of this committee. 
IV. AdoptiN., ReMIootlolOlo Rc­

I'lra'-l r,-"""a lltin 
en. 
K. Koeni, reported that a quo­

rum of the 5DCC fleeds 10 slsn this 
resolution In order to make our fi nt 
drawdown onthl$ sran t. 

NEW BUStNESS 
S. Polk reported that she will 

In "(lid Newsboofs Day'" 
on November 17 from 6 10 9 a.m. at 
Dellallvier<: and forest Park Park­
way. She invited all to stop by 10 

. ee her. 
TIoe meeting was adjourned at 

9:1(} p.m. 
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In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye B. Hoerr 

As Iona as he · could re­
member, he'd heard the volces. 
OIl, he didn't hear them all the 
tIme. Somellmes he coold go 
days Of; wee ks without hearlns 
them 1hose were times he 
e njoyed, relaJ(tng ti mes. But 
o the r Urnes, he would hear the 
voices s.everal limes a day. 
Those days were rarer now, bul 
they sliU happened. Usually lhe 
voices started In the lale afte r­
noon. He mlSht be coming 
home from wolk or maybe 11"­
lMing, reading the paper. 

At first, he remembered, in 
ki ndergarten, he thought that 
his ImagInal)' friends were like 
everyone e lse's imagina ry 
frie nds. Somel1mes he and his 
friends would play dress-up or 
hous.e or oowboy, and lhey'd all 
talk to Itjelr Imaginary friends. 
lie didn't thInk he was any dif­
fere nt. 

But then il$ he grew older, 
he realized thai lhe other kids' 
volces Wf! fe made-up. But his 
weren't. . 

He used to wonder If he 
was making up the voices. 
Once, When he Wil$ eleven 
yea rs o ld, he deckled that he 
was going to SlOP the voices for 
once and for all. He remem. 
bered it as if 11 were yesterday. 
He was in hIs room, it was late 
hl nlgllt and he was Irying 10 fall 
to slee p. The vokes kept 
booming in hls ears, though, 
especial ly the male one. ·Stand 
up, jump up and down, jump up 
and down, hIgher, higher," the 
voice commanded. He re­
membered standing, with some 
resignation. This was the kind of 
thing that the male voice com­
manded him to do often. 
Somelimes II was jumpins In 
bed, sometimes It was pu$hing 
s.omeone orf the sidewatk or 
rammIng hls bIke In to theirs. 
Somellmes 11 was tripping a 
friend who was running by. ArId 
he always did what ·he was in­
St fucted. Until that night. 

For .wha tever reason, he 
stood up on his bed and then 
sal down. ' NO," he said to an 
e mpty room, ' I'm tired and you 
can't make me ," He wai ted for 
what seemed like an eternIty, 
and then Ihe voIce relurned. 
SUI it was a dlffe renl sound 
than before. Now tile voice 
whispered. "Fine," it said, "but 
you11 be sorry in the morning." 

He orten reflec ted bac k on 
that night many years agG. TIIC 
house had bee n quiet and tIC 
had been awake all night. or so 
11 seemed, wailing for SOIIIC­
Ihing to happen. Now, as an 
adu ll, he .eallzed thai p.obably 
he had faJ te n asleep: bul al Ihe 
time, and for years afterwards, 
he had been COI'Ivinced lhal he 
had stayed awake al1 night, 
guarding agalnSI the voice. lie 
had spent thousands of hours 
thlnk.ing about thai nJght and 
what he had done. 

He remembered, he could 
nell('1 forge t, going downstairs 
the next morning to an oddly 
quie t kitchen and finding it 
e mpty. II was only him and his 
morn. but usually she was up 
every morning befOfe hll'Q. The 
image of the mothe r he found 
remalns with him 10 this day, 
slumped In her bedroom c hair, 
dead of a heart attack. 

The doclors Ioid him it was 
odd, she had no history of heart 
problems. But he knew What 
had happened. She had died 
becaus.e he had disobeyed. Be­
fo re he had picked up the 
phone t9 can 911, he knew 
what had happened and had 
vowed neve r to disobey IIgaln. 

The next decade of his life 
was fairly uneventful, a s un-­
eventful as Ihis time of life can 
be anyway. l ie went th rough... 
the normal developmental 
stages and trials of a tee llaser. 
He had moved 10 Ph<M! nix 10 
tive wi th an aun t. To he r c redit , 
she IIled to do her hest fOl Ihis 
unwanted man·chUd who 
showed up on he . door: They 
had tried 10 lind his (ather al 
first, but gave up. He always 
suspected tha t they had been 
successful in making contact. 
but tha i his dad didn't wa nt him 
At least thaI's what the voices 
told him. 

High s<:hooI was difflCutt. 
NO! the iearning, but making 
friends. Whenell(' r he began to 
know Of e njoy SOIneone, the 
volces would demand thai he 
lest the re lal1onship. 'Old thai 
person realty nke him?" the 
voices would ask. The only way 
to lind out was to tes t the per­
son, put him or her, he had 

would·be friends of both s.exes, 
th rough some 1><11 n. Afterwards, 
If the perso n still seemed to like 
him, the voices would demand 
that he hurt them even more. 
This Wf!nl on and on. over and 
over, until he had no friendS. 
lie was known as someone 
who hum1l1ated others, made 
fun of them In front 01 their 
pei!,s. People who know him 
beller knew that he also physi­
cally hurt his friends. Some· 
times he would laughingly Irlp 
or puoch, sometimes he would 
hil hard enough 10 cause a 
bruise or bloody a no5e. 

Once, In his senior year, he 
developed a relationship with a 
girl named Ann. She had gone 
to a girls' boarding school in the 
east, and he mel he , ove, the 
summe,. 'NIlen September 
came the voices were happy 
beca use he had len his mark on 
her. She showed no-physIcal 
Ixuls.es a l a ll : but her self­
confidence had been destroyed 
by hi$ ego. Whate ver she did 
wasn't good enough. He held 
out his approval like a golden 
orb, alway5 001 o f reach. And 
the fTlOle difficult he made 
things, the more she tried and 
the worse she felt . It was a re­
latlOflshlp made In heaven for 
him and the voices. 

In hIs adult years, lhe 
voices had changed iheir de­
mands. They no looge r asked 
him to hurt those who were 
close to him, at least not so 0b­
viously. The voices were sim­
ple r now. As an adult , he was 
sarcastic and a use r or o the rs. 
And the voices were happy. By 
now 11 had become his s.ecood 
nature . I! was just par t of who 
he was. Every once In a while 
he would want to be nice, 
would want to be kInd a nd 
trusting, would want to be sup­
porlire. But then he'd hear the 
votees again. And he'd think 
about his mother. He knew he 
had no choice . 

O auified: 
59)0( Kingsbury - Spaclou~ 

2 bedroom apartment. Separate 
living, d ining, kitchen. Car­
peted, stove, refrige ra tor. 
Lease. $435 month. Available 
November I . Call n7-0471 

Waler bed fo r sale. Dalk Pine 
queen size with headboard and 
c ushion rails. S15O. Call Greg 
Weir at 863·7558. 

Wanted: Green ctay .ooting 
tite s. Ptease ca ll T,m at 72 1·8616 
days, or 434-51169 evenings. 

Gpace ppe-ScbooI 
6199 Walerman SM . • 863-1992 
Hall Day or E~lIOOed Day ? rogram 

Individua l Guidance· Creative l earn ing 
Ages 2 112 - 6 Years 

~licN .... Mow beirl!l ilCCeptO<!. 
pt.as • .:am Or <lop by to, alOlJ'. 

Bi-Ungual Direc:lodTeadl« 

33 YeaTS 01 serving t ile Communllt 

IF YOU'RE COLLEGE BOUND, 
YOU'RE BOUND TO 

NEED A LOAN. 
Whet~er yo u're 18, 38, or 58, if you 're going to college, 
you'll probably need a IO:In . At Central West End Bank, 
we specialize in student lo;lfls. We've got a ll the facts abO\JI 
Stafford Loans ·fo r dependent child re n, loans fo r 
parents, and Supplementa j Loans for adults who are back in 
COllege . Our e xperienced staff is always ready to give 
you helpful :l lld couneous service. Whatever your age , 
check w ith us ;.bou\ s tudent loa ns. 

-­' u o .. 

,-, l 415 D'e801;v;.,.' 
'- 314-367-8800 

Member F.D.LC. 

Everytbingyou need to kno w about s tudent lolms . 
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