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In Your Ear

by Hawkeye X. Hoerr

I wear clothing that is older
than some of the people | work
with. That's a good line; what's
better is that it is true. Later Il
share some of the specific articles
of clothing. But now, as would
any good teacher, Il take the
facts and put them in a larger
context.

Men and women are differ-
ent. There's no doubt about that.
Aside from the plumbing differ-
ences, | mean. Whether these
differences are from chromo-
somes and genes, or whether
they're due to playing with Barbie
or GI Joe, I'm not sure. And in a
way, it doesnt make any differ-
ence. All [ know is that the differ-
ences are real. Not better or
worse, just different.

Men, for example, leastwise
the men | know, are into sports.
We play basketball, watch foot-
ball, shoot pool, run, and go
golfing. We enjoy competing
against one another and our-
selves. Women, on the other
hand, aren't into sports. Women
are into cooking and other do-
mestic stuff,

Men like cigars. [ don't know
of any women who likes cigars.

Women, at least those that |
know semi-well, are into feelings
and emotions and all that other
stuff. The guys and me, well, if it
ain't visible, we don't talk about it.
| don't ask for directions when
lost; | talk when [ shouldn't
(sometimes over people, so I'm
told}; I'm competitive when | need
not be; and 1 like baloney sand-
wiches with ketchup. In short, I'm
a guy.

But maybe the way that it
shows the most that I'm a guy is in
my clothing. [t shows because it's
visible 1o anyone looking at me,

but it also shows because of what
it says about the choices | make,
Or don't make.

For example, | hardly ever go
shopping for clothes. And when |
do shop, it's rarely in a store. Like
all the other guys | know, | shop
through the catalogues: Land's
End, LL. Bean, Eddie Bauer, and
Wireless. That's where 1 lurk. ‘It's
perfect for the person like me, the
person for whom clothing is
something you wear, no more
and no less. | can tum the pages,
find a picture of something 1 like,
call the 800 number, and that's
the end of it. No hunting for
parking spaces, no fighting the
lines, no locking at altematives,
no missing "Moming Edition" or
the RAMS game on the tube while
I'm at the malll Whether it's
6:30am or 11:30pm, somecne is
there to answer the phone and
take my order.

It's not that clothes aren't im-
portant. It's just that, well, clothes
aren't important. [ refuse o let
what | wear define who [ am. Do
"Clothes make the man"? | sure
hope not! My response to this is
to generally refuse to give too

much attention to my attire. Do-
ing so0, in a sense, keeps that de-
cision, that issue, fo a level that
simply isn't very important!

True, as the first wife would
note, | have lots of clothes. But,
as the first wife would also note,
most of the clothes are the same.
There's this great longsleeve
white shirt with red stripes that I
like. |1 like it so much, in fact, that
I have four shirts like this. I didn't
do this intentionally; even | am
not that out of it. It's just that on
several different occasions |
looked through the catalogue, saw
this neat white shid with red

stripes, and ordered it. Then one
day the first wife noted that there
were several identical shirts
hanging in the closet. It was news
to me! And it's not just the white
shirts with the red stripes. [ have
duplicate duplicates of my pants
and several other shirs as well.
(Men aren'l alone here, 1 realize.
A headmistress 1 know, at a
nearby secondary school says, "l
buy my earings in sets of two.
That way 1 can lose a couple and
never notice it." Of course, she'd
never, ever have two items of
clothing that are the same. She's
not a quy!)

But perhaps the gender dif-
ference as it relates fo clothing
shows up the loudest in terms of
(a) how long I've had some of my
clothing and (b) how proud of this
fact I am. The first wife, I know,
feels that she should never wear
anything that she owned during
the reign of a previous U.S. presi-
dent (other than her shoes which
come under a completely separate
set of rules!), She was delighted
when Bush lost; political reasons
aside, she felt that it meant a to-
tally new wardrobe for her. Yes,
the eight years of Reagan were
tough for her!

| began this article by talking
about having clothing older than
some of my staff members. If's
true. And I'm proud of it. In my
chest of athletic apparel, for ex-
ample, | have my favorite football
jersey, gold with a black #53. If's
a remnant from 1972 when |
played semi-semi-pro football for
the Webster Groves Suns. (There
are two semi's because we never
really got a paycheck. It tums out
that the commissioner had ab-
sconded with all of the league's
revenues. 1hat whole experience

will be good fodder for another
column some day.) When the
occasion warmants, either a chilly
b-ball game in the south gym or a
casual Sunday brunch on La-
clede's Landing, I'm often found
wearing #53.

I have a Clinton Cougars
sweatshit from my first year of
teaching, 1968. It conjures up
memories of that third floor class-
room with 39 fifth graders. For-
tunately, | was young and foolish
and didn't know what | didn't
know. It was a year lo remember
for all of us! (There was lots of
growth and pain that year in my
classroom, not the least of which
was done by me.)

Whenever |1 work around the
house, painting or spackling
(something that occurs less and
less these days as the wife's stan-
dards have gotten higher), | wear
my genuine issue U.S. GOV,
green Anmy shorts. For six vears,
1969-1975, 1 defended our land
by being a member of the U.S.
Army Reserves, stationed near
Kingshighway and Chippewa. |
am proud fo say thal there was no
hostile action in the area during
that time due, no doubt, to the
deterrent that | and the other
members of the fighting Twenty-
first General offered. So | still oc-
casionally wear the shorts, along
with my army boots.

!

But my favorite piece of ar-
chival clothing is a blazer that truly
predates lots of the people who
work with me. It's now 31. While
a freshman in college, in 1964, |
bought a navy blazer and put my
fratemity crest on the pocket. For
several wonderful years that Sig
Tau blazer and | attended many
parties, | wore it when | was
pinned (once), lavaliere (three
times), when | applied for a job,
to several buddies' weddings, St.
Louis Hawks' games, one friend's
divorce, and even to a funeral or
two. Then, somehow, in the mid-
70 it wound up in the first wife's
closet, surrounded by a plastic
bag. Not unlike the stone age
man found in the ice in the Alps
between Italy and France last
vear, this quirk of fate meant that
the blazer was perfectly preserved.
It was sort of in a time capsule in
the closet.

Then a few years ago, when
the wife was going through the
shoe collection in her closet (io
put it on computer), she uncov-
ered the blazer. "Let's throw this
old dog away," she said.

"OLD DOG?? | replied,
“that jacket is full of memories and
lile. Besides it still fits™ I've been
wearing it ever since. And yes, it,
unfortunately, still fits. No, that
doesn't mean I've stayed trim. [t
just means that [ had the body of
a 40-year old, even in college.

So you're probably right if the
next time you see me, you think
to youmself, "Hmmmm, ['ve seen
him wearing that ouffit before,
and | think Nixon was President at
the time!" Right now the wife is
crossing her fingers against a
Clinton reelection. It's not that
she doesn't like his politics; she
does. But the prospect of an en-
tirely new wardrobe is more than
she can resist. As for me, the

navy blazer and [ are looking for-
ward to the next centuny.

IF YOU'RE COLLEGE BOUND,
YOU'RE BOUND TO

NEED A LOAN.

Whether you're 18, 38, or 58, if you're going to college,
you'll probably need a loan. At Central West End Bank,
we specialize in student loaps. We've got all the facts about
Stafford Loans for dependent children, loans for
parents, and Supplemental Loans for adults who are back in
college. Our experienced staff is always ready to give

vou helpful and courteous service.

check with us about ‘studcnt loans.
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Whatever your age,

415 DeBaliviere
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Everything you need to know about student loans.
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