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SKINKER TO HAVE A NEW LOOK 

In February gasoline storage tanks 
at site of former S inclair station o n 
Skjnker we"re removed. 

In Your Ear continued fiom JXI9IB 

She twI and they had 
I.!I.lked lor II. few minut.... I·!Q 
found out tMt Ilo>r first n.!m. was 
ReneQ. When silo> Io>lt. 
knew. He knew that she wM the 
one h<I would teU what hed reaUy 
Mp\.ned to Mr. Samuels. 1·le 
kr>01w, 100, that he would ha"" 10 
kill her a!wr the told her. Bu t t!>!lt 
was 11.0 ri!lhl. lben .... would !>!Iw 
oonunilt<!d two Perfect Crimes . 

He put !!.Side 11 ... Seth Tho­
milS dock 11.00 beg.'>n to wall< fo· 
,iously o n Miss WendeU's. 
Ren""'" t l<xk. SIw had broughl 
him a" eigh l""nlh C<!ntury French 
conlogol clock, 5OI"flI>Ihing Hlll t WM 
worth quite .. bit 01 money. It had 
.. hand ·painled Iaco! , showing a 
boy a nd girl holding hands in a 
!iP.kI . Henry smiled, thinking of 
holding hands wilh Renee . TlIen 
he ewn more. imllginh'9 
wllll i he would do to her after he 
told 00, .. bout M,. Samuels. He 
koIpI hin"<l4!l/ Ihinking of 100 
mIIny de tails . 1>o>caUS<' he didn't 
WMt 10 plan iI. .t would just hap· 
pl!n, That's the way Henry liked 
t"''''95 , 

R<mee Weno;leU GIl' ''''' inlo the 
shop .. week !!ote . , It WM near 
do$ing lime; Henry had let the 
"P\>fenlicfl lee"" early . Her per· 
fume gr>Ibbed him IIf she e nlered. 
Without looking up, he k'lew woo 
it Wllf. She ClIme 10 tI. counter 
.. . 1<1 ck>ared he r 11"",,1. He 
looked up and Ill"" that she ""'" 
smiling. He couldn't hell' hin_If, 
li nd smiled b<ock a l he •. 

15 my dad< r" .. ,lIy?' she 
asked, lossi,'9 her OOM .. bit ItS 

she opob. Her light brown curls 
da.hed d own her lorellead, 
Henry forgot "'Mt II ... had said . 
'WeU: she went o n, "is It NMy?' 

"Oh yes, Indeed il .. ," N ­

spaOOed ..... my. ''But it's not up 
here , il's down in the oella. "'ith 
the otho.. " ><pens;"'" dod<s that ..... 
in lor tepair. " Henry ,nove<! lrom 
behind too <XXInter and l>eg;.n to 
"'''Ik towa rd too stolrs to get her 
clock. 

"Can I go with you? I wouk/ 
lik(! to see other clocks: 
sIlO! .... Id. Although no c ... IOffiI!' 
hod -.. been in the «lira., he 

think of a f(!MOn why she 

Virtulllly all traces of the Bona 
FKleJFina gas station at Skinker 
and Westminster have been re­
moved in preparation for a park_ 
ing lot. The sign acknowledges 
Mayor Bosley's participation In this 
change. 

shouldn' go lhe.e. And then" 
wry smile cross-ed h.. I...,... "Of 
aourse: he said, "you'D enjoy 
..... iog the ,ll." His Ilo>arl beg<ln to 

ra.:.!. knowi,'9 WMt WI>S gqlng to 
luoppen. 

They w"lk./d slowly down the 
steps. Henry ill front ",1<1 Renee 
loUowblg. BecIIUS<' the s tepS weN 
$0 steep, it took II long ri ..... 10 gel 
to lhe bollom. She had begun k) 

!alk to lie-my, asking him how 
long I. hod worl<ed on docks, 
what ""liS h is clock, .md 
00 o n. But lie ",a. Mving trouloie 
concent rllti,'9 . The sn...,U of her 
perfUrTll! 11,1<1 100 thought of ... llIIt 
he wllS about 10 do hod his hearl 
pumping. Th .. was why he didn' 
"k"', he lhought, the beauty .. nd 
e><citenwnl of the momem were 
much rid"" , They would both be 
surpriHd! 

Ren .... stood by " t .. ble look· 
ing .. t so ,,"' II"niwrsary clocks. 
Henry Illo wd behind 00. a"d 
p;cked up lin iron rod I ..... t !wr.d 
been J...ylng in the corn.... S he 
_ saying $OfflO'thing, b ut he 
_n'I really li$tening. He m ise<! 

the rod llbove his heM lind 
broughl it d.--n on he. neck ...,;th 
I'In of 100 strength and lOla' t!wr.t 
WM in his body. 

500 feel to the gfOUM with­
o u t " sound. All he WM ""'/I ll! of 
"'tiS the $m"U o f her periu"'" and 
the sound of his bNl'l thi,'9. 

, ':':t: it l'Ig<lin. 
Anolher C'rime, Berny sol 
down .. I II. tllblot a nd began 
doIII"ing lln Ansonill dock. He 
l>eg;.n to hum quietly 10 hilTl$O!If. 



In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr 

H"nry had h<>"n a clock· 
maker lor /IS long /IS he could reo 
member. Altoough he w"" just in 
his ellrly twenties, his memories 
were lin eternity for him. h .. 
young child, he'd be"n appren· 
tio;>d 10 II "clocker," M .. s"mu"ls. 
He really didn't remember much 
before that. At first he only """nt 
to th" clock shop all~r school. a 
few dllY" a w"ek arxl on w"ek· 
ends. But then once he tumed 

sixleen, he stopped going 10 
school .. U together. He stopped 
going 10 regular school. that is. 
Bern"",, going to Mr. &lmuels' 
shop. "The TimeKeeper: was an 
"duClllion. He Iellmed more 
there than he "ver hlld in school. 

At first Henry WM only 111_ 

lowed to clean the clocks. The 
p",ces would IIlr"lIdy be al'lI11. 
and his job was 10 dip them in the 
solwnt lind then use II thin cotton 
cloth to wipe .. nd clelln them. He 
got to be pretty good at this. If" 
was sewn. m .. ybe "ight, years old 
by th" time he had this skm tT0S­
tered . 

The n"xt .tep was to get to 
adulllly take the clock Ilpart and 
clean the pieces. GoIntly he would 
take each piece from th" clock. 
sell ing it .. I .. precise piLlce on his 
won. !<obk!. When Ih" clock was 
aU llpart. he could look at the la · 
ble and im1lgin<1 tll<> )>ie<:es Com· 
ing hllck low.lll<lr ag .. in, liS il by 
magic . He wasn't relldy to reas­
semble y"t, but he beCllme lasci· 
nllied with how aU of Ihe gellrs 
a"d pinions worked together. 
ElIch dock WIIS like II little uni­
verse. 

By the time lI<> was eighteen, 
he was Mr. s,,'llllel:!'lirst a""is!<on!. 
Mr. s"muels was .. I,eady old by 
then , so it relllly meant thllt Henry 
"''' the shop. He dealt with most 
of the CUStOIl'IP.rs lind supervised 
three olher IIpprentices. aU 
younger·· .. nd much rnore clumsy 
-- than he WIIS. Henry becamP. a 
very. very good clocker. Mr. 
s"mu,,1s had no children of his 
own and WIIS so pleased with 
Henry's wo~, that he had his wil! 
chl"'ged to g~ tn... t.m:?Keeper 
10 Henry UJX.ln his death. He tokl 
Henry about this one nigh t "" 
they were closing. That w ..... 
rnis!<ok", Allhough Mr. &lmuels 
was old, Hti!nry knew lhat it could 
be a long tim" before he lIc.tually 
d"'d. 

Henry wasn·t a patient per­
son. His Success liS a clocke, SUf­
prised his f,,,,nds and family be­
caus" it seell1<!d 10 require lots 01 
pat"'nce. And patience was On<1 
thing that the people who knew 
Henry knew thaI he did,,'t hav" . 
In school II<! had many difficult",. 
because he would blurt out an­
swers 0, cha!k>nge others who 
disagreti!d with him, His thin;! 
grade t"acher wrote on II report 
"Henry is impulslw and feels thaI 
rules lire made for others." In the 
clock shop, though, Henry could 
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spend hours working on one 
clock. slowly bringing the inert 
melallo lik 

But Henry Mdn'l changed, 
he WIIS sliD impulsive ,,,><I he slill 
felt that rules were lor everyone 
else. Uke wailing lor Mr. s"m­
uels'death. "Other people might 
be willing to wait, bvt not me," 
Henry thought. Why should he 
spend lhe best years of his lile 
working for someone else when 
the store WIIS really his? 

It happened one nighl .. fter 
closing. Henry hadn't planned 
anything, but there WIIS Mr. &1m. 
uel:! standing al lhe lop of lhe 
.tairs, peering down into lhe cel· 
lar. Without thinking, Henry 
slammed his body into Mr. &lm­
""Is. Th<>re WIIS .. cry .. nd a terri· 
bk> noise as Mr. Samuels feU 
down the steps, rolling owr and 
ow. and OWr. Then there was 
sil"nee. H"nry wenl to the body 
and looked closely. There WIIS no 

breathing. "This was e"5",r than I 
itT0gin<1d," thought Henry. Mr. 
Samuels was old and had fll!k>n II 

Our 
home 
• 
IS 

in 
the 
city ... 
so 
• 
IS 

couple 01 times before. so there 
WIIS no question about lhe CllUse 
of his dellth. 

The ceremony WIIS simple 
and m1Iny of Mr. Samuels' CllS· 

tomers mtlde .. point 01 coming 
up to Henry .. nd telling him how 
sad they were thai his friend and 
menlor had died, but that they 
were looking fOlWard 10 Henry 
keeping the TimeKeeper m.dition 
of excellence aliw. Henry smiled 
with each and made a point 01 
using their MmeS in telling them 
how much he would miss Mr. 
&lmuels. He had learned tT0ny 
things in watching Mr . s"muels. 
pampering customers notlhe lea.t 
of them! 

H"nry liked reading the 
newspapers, especi1llly the t"b· 
loids lhat Md big ."dions on 
crime. He Hk"d clocks III05t of aU. 
but second was reading aboul 
murders . H" h<>rnme a Sherloo:k 
HolmP.s fan . although he envi­
sioned hin_1f lIS much more like 
Dr. Watson. 

H" wll$ proud 01 himself h<>. 

our heart! 
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cause he had committed Th" 
Perfect Crime. But it bothered 
him that he couldn't teU anyone. 
1-1<) was Sm1lrt "nough, lhough, to 
know that one of the reasons it 
was perfect was that no one else 
knew, But it bothered him any· 
w .. y. 

One day he W/IS cre .. ting .. 
ge .. r for .. Seth ThoITlllS mtlntl<> 
clock. The clock w/lS over .. hun­
dred yeaTS old ... nd this wM ex:· 
aclly the kind of !ask that would 
hold his interest for hours. But 
Henry kept m1Iking mistakes. This 
w ... very unlike him; he took pride 
in his precision. But part of the 
problem WIIS lhat he couldn't slop 
thinking .. bout Miss Wendell. 

Miss Wenden w .. s .. few ye .. rs 
older thim Henry. She would walk 
by the store .. Imosl d .. ily .. nd look 
inside lor Henry and smik>. This 
had been going on lor years. She 
w .. sn't m1ITried. Henry knew, but 
he couldn't gather up enough 
nerve to lalk to he.. Then last 
week she came in the shop and 
brought a clock to h<> repaired . 
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