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IN YOUR EAR

by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr

I've just come back from being
on week-long vacation with Rush
Limbaugh. Actually, despite our
vast philosophical differences, |
found that Rush isn't a bad quy. To
like him, though, vou have to ig-
nore both his politics and his insuf-
ferable ego, which is a bit larger
than the old Arena. He's always
interesting and i generally in a
pretty good mood. "Jovial" is the
word that comes to mind fo de-
scribe him, but I'm not sure how
much of my perception is influenced
by his girth. After all, have you ever
heard a thin person described as
“jovial'?

Actually, 1 really wasn't on va-
cation with Rush, although it felt like
I was. You see, | went to MLt
Rushmore and Devils Tower, in
South Dakota and Wyoming, re-
spectively. And, get this, | DROVE
there, mile after mile, hour after
hour. Now | know why jet travel is
s0 in demand. Despile the facl that
I had several "books on tape,”
courlesy of the Charing Cross li-
brary branch, | wound up spending
an incredible amount of time listen-
ing to the talk shows on the AM ra-
dio. Me & Rush.

The drive was a long one,
1,000 to 1,200 miles each way. |
offer a range of miles because I got
lost several times, each way, so |
really don't know how far it is if you
were to follow the AAA map. Sure,
I had AAA maps, but I've always
believed that using maps is for
wimps. I'm a man's man; | can fig-
ure out where fo go just by looking
at the road signs and moss on the
trees.  You know, "red shy in
moming means sailors' waming;
blue sky at night means no motel in
sight" and all that. | only got lost
three times, nol counting once
when I'm sure, absolutely positive,
that the road sign was incomectly
written. Those sojoums cost me
some miles, | know.

So Rush and | drove together
across the Badlands of South Da-
kota, Maybe the reason why Rush
doesn't seem so bad is that G. Gor-
don Liddy -- G. Gordon Liddy of
Waltergate fame -- and 1 drove to-
gether up through Nebraska. Now
you falk about a wacko; Liddy
makes Limbaugh seem almost
moderale. | quess the fact that
Liddy has a radio talk-show goes to
prove that there's no level to which
we won'l stoop as long as the mat-
ings are good. What's next, Charles
Manson hosting "at vour service"?

Mt. Rushmore was really quite
spectacular, | am often proud to be
an American and | was when [ was
there. I'm proudest not on the big
occasions, like when we retum suc-
cessfully from a space mission.
Those times are nice, but seemn,
somehow, removed from me. | am

touched, though, by the little things
that Americans do, the ways we try
to reach out fo one another in times

of need and the fact that it s possi-
ble for anyone to be just about
anything. That sounds like rhetoric,
| know, but its true. Something
happened at Mit. Rushmore that
touched me and brought tears to
my eyes.

[ first visited there in the after-
noon, and was overwhelmed by the
scope and magnitude of the
monument. The US. Park Service
has a viewing site established, so
you can't get more than thousands
of feet from the mountain. But still,
the sculptures are so big that it's al-
most as if you can touch Washing-
ton, Jefferson, Teddy Roocsevelt,
and Lincoln. The whole atmos-
phere is quite festive and there's
even a gift shop that made me feel
like | was in DisneyWord. Yep, I
brought back a t-shirt, three mag-
nets, a bottle opener, and two cof-
fee cups, all featuring Mt. Rush-
more.

Seeing the monument, these
hundreds of feet tall faces, [ couldn't
help but be struck by the vision that

caused a man to be bold enough to
try to reshape a mountain. Realiz-
ing that the project took decades to
complete, that 90% of the granite
taken away to create the faces was
removed by dynamite blasting, and
understanding that the facade wil
stil be here thousands and thou-
sands of years was quite moving.
But thafs not what touched my
pride and my heart.

| noticed a sign indicating even-
ing lightings of the mountain, at
9:30 p.m., and decided to come
back later to see one. | retumed at
about 8 p.m. and wasn't a bit fco
eady. There were already quite a
few people there waiting for the
lighting ceremony. Some had
brought dinners, while others, like
me, had brought a book to help
pass the time. As the sunlight be-
gan to fade, more and more specta-
tors poured into the viewing area
and it became quite cowded. By
9:15, there were hundreds and
hundreds of people everywhere
imaginable: sitting on benches, but

alko sitting on ledges and rods,
leaning against buildings, and
standing together.

The people represented what's
wonderful and rich about America.
It was a marvelous assortment.
They were of all colors, all sizes,
and every varety in between.
Some were dressed quite nicely;
others looked like they had come
from the pool or directly from the
van. There were kids being held by
their parents and people in their
8(s, holding one ancther. | falked
to people from California, North
Carolina, lllinois, Texas, and New
York. More people entered. De-
spite the increasingly large size of
the crowd, it was remarkably quiet.
There was more than just a sense of
anticipation; [ felt a feeling of re-
spect. People whispered, but there
was little talking and no velling.
Even the young children were a bit
subdued. [t grew darker and
darker.
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