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My 1995 New Year's resolu-
tion was to go to more movies. |
remember making the resolution
quite well; it seems like only yes-
terday. The first wife and | were
engaging in one of our favorite
customs by welcoming in the new
year at a Chinese restaurant, en-
joying a midnight meal. "Well
dear,” | said, dipping something
unidentifiable in the soy sauce
before putting it in my mouth, "do
you have any New Year's resolu-
tions for the upcoming year?"

She paused, piercing an egg
roll with her chop-stick, then
tossing it in the air and caiching it
between her teeth. (It wasn't a big
toss, but | was impressed nonethe-
less.) "Yes," she replied, swallow-
ing, "] resolve to get rid of a pair
of my old shoes each time | get a
new pair." Mow, knowing of my
wife and her infamous proclivity
for shoes, you may think that this
pleased me. Not. | knew better,
In fact, it was the same resolution
she has made for over a decade.
It was also the same resolution
that she ignores every year start-
ing on January 2. 5o no, [ didn't
get too excited. If | thought that
she would carry through with this
resolution, I'd buy stock in
Goodwill. Heck, if she really got
rid of that many shoes, we'd have
spare rooms and could take in
borders!

She then asked me about my
resolution. "Are you still resolving
to never comb your hair to hide
your ever-increasing bald spot like
you-know-who does?" she asked,
dropping a

won ton on the floor.

"MNo, the question of to hide
or not to hide isn't even an issue
any more," | said. "l've given up,
there's so rich more scalp visible
each moming, no one could pos-
sibly think I'm trving to hide any-
thing."

"What then?" she asked.

"Movies. "I'm going to go to
the show more often!"

This doesn't sound like the
sort of thing that most folks would
resolve, | realize. Most people
form their resolutions around is-
sue. like * sing weight, stopping
smoking, walking the dog more,
or some other mundane habit that
needs to be dropped, cropped,
stopped, or popped.

I'm not the kind of guy who's
bothered by those kinds of con-
siderations, though. Fortunately, |
have no bad habits. Indeed, just
the other day 1 reflected upon this
fact while having my favorite din-
ner, representing all four of the
basic food groups: Hostess Cup-
cakes, popcom, a beer, and a ci-
gar. Now you see why I'm resolv-
ing to see more movies; with a
diet like this, what else could there
be to work on? It's that diet, un-
conventional as il may be, to
which | attribute my fine health,
good looks, and charming per-
sonality. Encugh said.

You may be wondering why [
resolve to go to the flicks; after all,
don't [ own a VCR? [t's true, I'm
no felon and so legally can rent

videos; i.e. | have the capacity to
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do so. | own a VCR and though |
can't figure out how to set the
clock or how to tape in absentee,
even | know where the "play”
button is and how to press it. The
problem, and it's no one's fault
but my own, is that | simply don't
rent tapes. My Blockbuster card
gets less use than my Vic Tanny
card. There never seems fo be
enough time to rent a movie and
walch it. Heck, | have a stack of
unwatched videotapes on top of
my television containing things
that I have yet to watch, including
three virgin, unwatched by me,
episodes of "L.A. Law,"” the last
two segments of Ken Bum's base-
ball epic, and two hours of
"Baywatch" (great viewing with
the sound turned off).

Going to the show is differ-
ent, though. It really is an escape.
You're never interrupted by the
phone, the dogs don't bark want-
ing to go out, the popcom always
tastes better, the picture is bigger,
and you get lo see previews.
There's no way that waiching a
movie at home compares to going

to the flicks.

Anyway, I've done pretty well
on my movie resolution. Within a
one-month period last summer |
saw Die Hard With A Vengeance,
First Night, The Net, Waterworld,
Apollo 13: Species, Crimson Tide,
Judge Dredd, Under Siege 2, and
Braveheart. Apollo 13 was su-
perb, Crimson Tide was quite
good, and the others were, well,
entertaining. And hey, the pop-
corn was always great!

You can see my movie select-
ing criteria fairly clearly: I'm look-
ing for not much plot to encumber
my thought processes and lots of
action. If it's slow-paced, | don't
want to see it. Aside from the fact
that it was fairly demeaning to
those who aren't smant, 1 thought
that Forest Gump was the most
overrated made-for-tv production
since the Whitewater hearings.
Gump is a movie 'd have liked to
have seen at home, because |
could have read the paper at the
same fime. And petted the dog
and studied for a test. Likewise,
you couldn't pay me 1o see [or

read!) Bridges of Madison
County. Now if Clint had really
been an undercover cop, posing
as a photographer, and if it had
ended with a shoot-out at the
covered bridge, Meryl and him
covering for one another while he
shot his way to the pickup truck
which he then rammed into the
building containing the bad guys
who had been stalking him
through the first three reels but
didn't realize that they were next
to the gasoline tins which ex-
ploded on impact just after Clint
had dived from the truck into a
drainage ditch with his guns blaz-
ing, then I'd have gone.

This has been a fun resolu-
tion to follow. Like so many of
life's important lessons, ii's a
shame that it took me this long to
figure it out. Heck, if I'd have
known that adhering to resolu-
tions could be this enjoyable, I'd
never have messed with focusing
on things like losing weight or
being more patient with certain
people.

I'm already thinking of how
to phrase next year's New Year's
resolution. [ don't have the details
yet, but | know flor sure that it will
involve cigars, foreign beers, and
the Rolling Stones. | can't wait for
1996.
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