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In Your Ear

by Hawkeye X. Hoerr
If the Post-Dispatch editors had

canned Elaine Viets for her mediocre
writing, I'd have no complaint. For
that matter, if they said that they
found her characterizations of St.
Louis natives more than a tad offen-
sive and asked her to clean up her
act, I'd have agreed and wondered
why it took them so long to figure
this out. Or if they felt that her liv-
ing out of town meant that she had
lost her grasp on the local climate, it
might have made sense. But to have
fired her simply because she refuses
to live in St. Louis is pretty amazing
Sadly, it's not very surprising

It's casy to bash the local paper
This isn't just a Post problem; news-
paper circulation around the country
is decreasing. With CNN and a
myriad of channels at our remote-
tips, why wait until the momning to
find out who was murdered or what
happened in Bosma? All you need to
do is turn on the tube and wade
through the talking heads' mono-dia-
monologue.  Sooncr or later their
chatter will make room for the things
that arc actually happening in the
world. What you hear won't be ter-
ribly profound, in-depth, or compre-
hensive, but it will be quick. That's
what we get: national and interna-
tional fast-food news.

Of course the situation is worse
here because we're only a one-
newspaper town. (This excludes the
various journals, The Riverfront
Times, and vibrant neighborhood
tabloids, like our very own fimes of
Skinker-DeBaliviere!}) The collusion
that took placc years ago between
the Post and Globe-Democrat — the
owners of the Globe selling out be-
causc they were unable to resist the
temptation of big payments coupled
with no work -- continues to haunt
our town, Generally, there's now
just onc movie, restaurant, or book
review. Worse, there's one interpre-
tation of the news, one political bent.
I didn't agree with the Globe view of
the world very often, but it was al-
ways interesting to rcad what its
writers were saying. More impor-
tant, the presence of the Globe
forced the Post to try to be competi-
tive and innovative. Now, like all
other monopolies, the Post has
grown fat, sloppy, and not ternbly
responsive.

For somc reason print reporters
and cditors fail to prasp their
changing role. It may be fun and
exciting to cover health care, castern
blizzards, or the Japanese trade im-
balance. And writing about White-
water or drug smuggling is how
reputations are made and Pulitzer
Prizes arc won. But those things arc
all better covered, at lcast as far as
news reporting goes, by television or
radio. In a decade or so it may be
that they're best done on "the net” or
through your wristwatch, Technol-
ogy is evolving at such a pace that it
is hard to predict through what clec-
tronic ling, satellite dish, or cellular
device we'll be receiving information
in the future. But we do know that
technology doesn't move backwards.,
(Have you tried to buy a manual
typewriter lately?) What this means

is that the print media's place in re-
porting the national and international
news will continue to diminish.

All nced not be lost for the
newspapers, however, if they would
wake up and smell the air just out-
side their window. For regardless of

_what happens with technology, at

least in the near fulure, an area
where they will continue to have a
unique position is in reporting local
news. In many ways the actions of
our local officials - our community
lcaders and statchouse representa-
tives — have a greater immediate
impact on our lives than what hap-
pens in D.C. or at the UN. What
highways are built, which hospitals
offer what services, iIf snow is
plowed from streets, how nearby
schools define  curriculum, and
whether the police force is honest
truly affects our quality of life.

Yet the Post has no Jefferson
City officc. That's right, our only
(and the State's largest) daily news-
paper has no permanent office and
reporter in the State Capital, And
when was the last time that the Post

did more than report on an alder-
manic action? Sure, whenevér
there's a budgetary battle or when-
ever the Mayor forgets to sign bills
into law (something that scems to
happen on a not-irregular basis) it
makes the pages. But when has the
paper donc an in-depth interview
with Dan McGuire, our alderman?
When has it asscmbled a pancl of
representatives from this arca -- say,
Dan along with State Representative
Nancy Farmer and State Senator
Lacy Clay - to talk about lezislation
they might have for us? When has
the Post acknowledged the existence
of the Skinker-DeBaliviere Com-
munity Council, much less talked
about its role in our community or
its actions?

The litany of the news that the
Post doesn't cover, the "small" hap-
penings and events that dramatically
touch us, goes on and on. Important
things that happen every day in
schools and neighborhoods, things
that won't be reported on by CNN,
are missed. There's a void here, an
information need that is waiting to be

filled. What, cxactly, is going to
happen on Delmar, east of Skinker?
What about the proposed economic
activity package that will center
around the Delmar MetroLink sta-
tion? Or what's happening with our
local schools? What are the new
thrusts at Hamilton or St. Roch's or
MNew City? How is that ex-school on
Des Peres being used? What's going
on with that vacant gas station at
McPherson and Skinker? Is Prose-
cuting Attomey, and neighbor, Dee
Joyce-Hayes happy with the new
police chief? What does ex-Mayor
Vince Schoemchl, and neighbor,
think of the City re-entering the
County's governance  structure?
What do our two neighborhood
school board members think about
the State's proposal to end the deseg-
regation plan, and how might this
affect us? What's the status of the
scarch for the new head of the
Crossroads’ School? Who are our
local police officers and what's hap-
pening with the crime rate in our
neighborhood? The point is not that
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