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Vicissitudes 
by Marj Weir 

Sue Rothschild of 62XX Wash· 
ington provkles a din ne r party's 
worth of IUImes of new Parkview 
residents. Starting at the north end 
on Washington are MeUua and 
Brian Hurt, Mkhael and Eliza· 
beth Miller , Thomas and 
GWeTldolyro Schlesinger. New 
on Westgate are Edward F. 
Pryzyckl . Amos Curlee . and 
Joshua and Delores Calhoun. 
On George 
Johannes has moved west from 

and Taulby and 
Theresa have bought the 
Walshes·l"IousIi. rrauJby spent his 
for mat ive years on 6 1XX 
Kingsbury.) FinaUy, Pershing is 
home now to Denni!> and Arm 
O'Brien and James Robert 
Grady. 

This spring and summer have 
brought 0 $€Veral longtime 
neighbors. Earlier th is year , 
Rebecca Roach Frasure. who 
grew vp in Skinker DeBaliviere. 
die<1$u:icknly. John Newsham . 
son of Robert and Betty Newsham 
of the 610(' block of Kingsbury. 
passed away in August. John was 
the eldest of the Newsham children 
and also was raised in the neigh· 
borhood. Both their families have 

deep roots in Skinker 
and hundreds o f friends share their 

With some regre t . fred 
Raines. Nina Place resident and 
Washington University e<:onomics 
professor. has returned from a 
year-long saootticalln England. 

Robert Wlltenberg of the 
6100 block of Kingsbury has been 
appointed dean of University Col· 
lege in Arts and Sciences. He has 
been di rector o f the Summer 
'School in addition to serving as a 
profe5.sOl" of Engbsh. 

Marvin Nodiff. 61xx West· 
minster. published an article about 
the goo.-erance of community ass0-
ciations in the May-June 1996 is· 
sue of the Journal of the Missouri "', 

Jesse Brown . 59"" 
OeGverville. is the new president 
of the Hamilton CommUl'lity Edu· 
calion Center CouncU. 

At a recent SDCC 
praise was heaped o n Dave 
Schmidt. 61"" McPherson. for his 
hard UIOrk on National Night Out. 

.... 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council 
Board of Directors 

July 29, 1996 Notes 

In Anendance: Directors Gary 
Hayes. Ruth Johnson, Miki Merritt. 
Gwendolyn Laz.ard. Gregory Free­
man. Ann Smith Carr. W!.na Stein, 
Shirley P olk and Milggie Harl ' 
Mahon ; neighborhood resident 
Paul Hohmann. Alderman Dan 
McGuire. E.w.ecutiue Director Laure 
Porter field. 

Reported Absences: Arthelda 
Busch, Sarah Johnson. Glenda 
Underwood, Julie Schoemehl. 

Absent : Jane Geiler. Aaron 
Johnson. Jack Wright. 

Meeting called 10 order at 7: 12 
p.m. by the presiclem. Gary Hayes. 
There being no quorum present . 
no olficIaJ bosirIess was conducted. 

I. Welcome and Inlfoductlons 
JlI8nita Wood, new assistilont In 

the SDCC office. was introduced 
to the Board and officially wei· 
corned to the Ski nker DeBaliviere 
Community CounCil. 

Palll Hohmann . a neighbor· 
hood resident was at the meeting 
iIot Grace ChurCh. Volunteered to 
serve on Irilonsportation commlnee 
which would keep the Board and 
the neighborhood involved itS the 
trllns:it plan develops. inform the 
people In the community, and In 
some capadtymake recommenda· 
tions to the planning agendes . 

We need to clarify: 
I. Will we have a commit-

tee? 
2. WiD the board have 

ctsIon making powers in this pre­
cess? P" Hohmann was asked to call 
Joe l.8!ndecker, Sverdrup and find 
out his Ideas regarding the purpose 
of the $DCC committee If If s 
formed. Suggested that we dlscus.s 
this fur1her at the September meet· 
Ing beatuse of a lack o r a quorum 
at thl$ meeting. Need to know ex' 
actly what the committee Is ex' 
pected to do. 

A discussion o f the planned 
MSD tunnel followed: 

MSD agreed to hokl a meeting 
in September with SOCC re5idents. 
Time and location to be deter· 
mined. 

GaryHi¥Shad to leaveat 7:30 
due to death of a friend . Maggie 

arrived at the meet· 
ing to<.".l!l the chair. We proceeded 
with the discussion s:inl;l there con­
tinued to be no quorum .. 

III. Treasurer'S Report 
June Finandal Statement in the 

packets. Maggie Hart·Mahon an­
nounced that we have been 
awarded an $2.000 
from COA. Quarterly cont ribu­
tions: New Cote Brilliante made 
their second payment grace made 
a payment in July. Parkvle\.u agents 
have not appointed a second board 
representative. Usually a simple 
request results in their Check. 

Participation at National Night 
Out expected to be minimal due to 
election. "Friends of" campaign to 

that night. 
Ann Smith Carr and Gwen 

l.&ard to carry out a Food Drive, 
date to be determined. lana Stein 
pointed out thilot the Balloon Race 
Is scheduled on Yom Kippur ...... hich 
means Rags to Riches is on Yom 
Kippur. 

IV. Executive Report 
Laure updated group on 

l.lnk pro;ect. BrieOy discussed her 
meeting <Mth Kurt luetjen at Grace 
and Peace. 

The meeting adjourned infor­
mally at 9: 15 p .m. 

Next meeting: September 9. 
1996. 

Sellt'ral months ago Parkt" lew Properties acquired the large 
apartment complex on Wate rman at Rosedale across from St. 
Roch. They have remodeled at a furious space and the 
bur/ding Is now occupied by many Wash ington University 
students. 

Food Drive Scheduled 

There will be a food drive on Sat­
urday. October 5 . Volunteers will 
collect food in our neighborhood to 
be given to the church pantriee 
close by. Please plac e the food you 
are able to donate on your front 
porch by 9:00am on the 5th. Col- . 
lection will begin immediately there­
after, If you would like to help In this 
effort, call the SDCC office at 862-
5122. Many pantry shelves are be­
coming bare in the St. Louis area. 
Your help is needed and appreci­
ated, 

Two members of the SDCC 
Board of Directors. Ann Smith Carr 
of 62xx Westminster, and Gwen ' 
Lazard of 59xxMcPherson are co-
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In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye R, Hoerr 

This isn't something that ['ve 
shared pubbcly before. Although 
II has haunted me, it just wasn't, 
well, it just wasn't the kirxl of thing 
that I wanted OIMS to knew, Even 
though it's the 90's and we see 
MaOOnna pregnant on t.v, and read 
daily about the breakdown of mor­
alsand respect, there are stili some 
things that are taboo, off limits, 

BUI the mOllie Independence 
Day and the determination that a 
meteor from Mars may have traces 
of hIe have changed what's accept­
able for discussion , People's con­
sciousness has been raised and 
we ·rln.villing to consider lots o f new 
things and odd ideas. AI leas! 1 
hoP'! we are. 

OK. here goes. ! \.lIdS abducted 
by aliens. 

It happened years ago. back in 
tl'le mid-70·s. I told no one about 
It at first, because 1 was conVinced 
it WM a dream. Then, a few days 
later I saw the burn marks on my 
shoukJers. They were in the same 
place that I'd thought I'd dreamt 
about the prods touching me. And 
then I found the puncture mark In 
my Slomach, where I'd thotJ;jht I'd 
dreamt about the net!d!e Jlfobing 
me. By that time I was afraid to . 
tell anyone what had happened, 

[remember that night as though 
It was yesterday. Candidly, I'm 001 
w re whether that's because the 
memory is stift so vivid and clear 
Of whether it is because! continue 
to dream about what happened, 
night after night after night. 

II!I3S at 0116 of the Teather 
Leadershipretrea/s. held ouI at the 
Cedar Cred Relreat Center. near 
Hermann. MO, It was the first 
wee kend in August. a Friday 
Mning. Late at night. after ev­
eryone else had gone to bed. I was 
slttlng o n the lawn, in a white 
WfoughHroo metal chair, smoking 
a cigar and finishing my beer. II 
wasa typical August nigh t. hot and 
quiet with humidity hanging In the 
air. The smoke from m\l cigar 
didn't even dri ll awa\l, it jllst 
seemed to Slay in the a ir around 
me, like a cloud. 

Then I remember feeling a bit 
~htlly and being aware 01 a blue 
Itghl that SlII'roonded me. I tooked 
to the cabin ..tIere the rooms were, 
bW it was dark. The light became 
brlghter and, yet , a darker blue at 
lhe same time. I was startled al 
firs! and. I remember, then grew a 
bit neroous and a little apprehen' 
sIve. Then I became really scared 
because I tried to move and lound 
lhat I couldn 't, I was fro;r:en. un ­
able 10 even turn my head. I re' 
member Ihat ~oukJ hear my heart 
pounding but couldn't move Mn 
a flnger_ 

Then, ~,I felt myself rising. 
The enlire beoch and I were going 
upwards into Ihe blue Itghl. I re­
member, oddly, being less scared 
the higher we gol. I reaUy couldn't 
ten how high we were going be­
cause I was W'lab!e to turn my head 
or ev.en Iookdown. Bul a~hough I 
couldn't move, somehow I coukl 
see where I was going. There was 
a giant white Clrde. a huge disk 
really, above me. The blue ligh t 
was puling me Into the disk. The 
journey -..ned Mke an eternity bul 
somehw.r I knew it was only a mat­
ter of seconds . 

TIle TImes of Sklnker [)eBaliYklTe 

By the time I entered the disk [ 
wasn't nervous a1 all. but \II€I'Y re­
laxed, sort of how I leel Sitting in 
the dentis t 's chair after the 
Novocaln has taken over. The last 
thing that! remember seeing was 
four or five beings, not quite 
people, but living forms of some 
kind. $landing around me. Th€y 
were pale white in color and sort 
of fUZl:Y sh(lped. It was h(lrd to tell 
where their bodies star ted and 
stopped and what was the space 
aroond them. While their bodies 
were small and slight their heads 
were very large and had no features 
except giant a lmond-shaped black 
eyes. The eyes had no puPIls or 
eyelids; they IlIere jUs! black shiny 
orbs. A nd while the\l had no 
mouths and nothing moved on 
their faces, somehow 1 knew that 
they were ta lking to me, 

"Don 't be afraid. - they told me, 
"we}llst want to get to knQO,l/YOU. · 
My body was frozen, my li ps 
couldn't move, nQO,l/ I was Oat Of! a 
table. but somehow I remember 
asking them what they wanted to 

knQO,l/. "Jllst ask me'-l shouted. 
not moving my bps, but they didn', 
respond. My mind shouted 10 them 
but there was no answer. 

Then [remember being hung by 
some liny wires that IlIere attached 
with Jlfods to my shoukiers and I 
remember someone sticking a 
needle into my sto mach. They 
used caliper-type objects to mea­
wre me and. more than once they 
rolled a thin silver tube over my 
body. When It touched me. it's so 
clear even today, 1 was very cokl, 
so cold that It hurt. Then €IX!!Y' 
thing went dark. 

The next thing J knew I was at 
the Cedar Creek Retreat Center, 
on the bench again, f€i!Hng Hke I 
had fallen asleep. My cigar was 
nowhere to be found (lnd when [ 
stood. I fElt weak. At first! thought 
I WCIS jost tired and went to bed. 
But [didn't sleep IW€IL That night, 
and for weeks Iater,l had the same 
dre<llll every night , A lew days later 
while taking a shower I found the 
burn marks on my shoulder. Then 
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I looked and found the puncltJre 
mark 00 my stomach, The marks 
are still there today. 

Unttl now I've not tokl anyone 
about thiS for obvious reasons. I 
was sure thai no one woukl believe 
me. Bul I am hoping that the at­
tentton on aliens and our asking 
"Are wealooe?" wiD let experiences 
like mine help educate all of us, 

Oh yes, the one thing J left out 
is that when J was in Ihe disk 1 saw 
a g~mpse of the alien that seemed 
10 be in charge. He was a bit to 
Ihe side arld smaller than the oth­
ers. with some sort 01 wide, shell­
shaped objects prolrudlng from the 
sides of his head. While he didn'l 
speak €itM, it was clear thai the 
others were 6S1ening (lnd de/erring 
to him, f'.J. one point he hekl up a 
square, flat square object >.vith a grid 
and lines on !t, using it to explain 
what he wanted th€m to do. When 
that happened, I remember, I knew 
for sure thaI I had been abducted. 
I recognized the one in charge. It 
was Ross Perot. 

Our home is in 
the city... . 
so is our heart. 

" .,. 
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