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Pet Talk 
b!l Stephen A. Brammeier. DVM: 

It is professionally reassuring 
when case comes along that fol­
lows the rules. When a patient 
gets sick theydonit pu ll down the 
medical textbook to make sure 
they exhibit all the classical signs 
of their disease. Much of the di ­
agnostic approach to figuring 
out a problem-or preventing a 
problem-involves following a 
standard protocol through a logi­
cal process of elimination based 
on gathering information from, 
and about. the patient. 

The rules of the protocol be­
gin with general. simple prob­
lems and work tOlNards the more 
unusual or complex. What this 
means for the ve terinarian is that 
he, or she. spends a lot of time 
warning people about the prob­
lems that could possibly be, and 
ul timll tely defines a_ specific 
problem less frequently_ Now, 
if I hawn't lost you completely. 
I wiU attempt to tie all this inlo 
the point of this article. 

Three or 1000r years ago we 
began offering a pre·anesthetic 
blood screen to our surgical pa­
tients. The screens consist of 
fo ur tests on a blood sample 
drawn from the patient just prior 
to administering the anesthesia . 
We check one kidney function 
lest (BUN) , one liver Function test 
fSGPT) , measure total cellular 
components (Pev), and to tal 
protein content 01 a whole bkxxl 
sample. 

The purpose of the screen is 
to detect possible problems that 
are not notable on a physical 
exam, problems that would ei­
ther chMge the type of anes­
thetic drugs used, or require that 
anesthesia be postponed for fur­
ther investigation into the abnor­
mal test results. Performing the 
pre-anesthetic screen does not 
guarantee a sale anesthetic ex­
perience but it reduces the risk 
Most pe t owners worry when 
thei r pet undergoes anesthesia 
and want to reduce the risk 
whenever possible. 

Lucki ly, 95% or more of the 
time there are no problems de­
tected on the pre-anesthetic 
tests. So, 1 lind myself answer­
ing questions for clients aboot 
now are these pre­
op tests. 

As I mentioned in the open-­
ing paragraph, I work from the 
generalities to the specifics. I tel! 
people, "Generally, there are no 
problems. espeCially with young, 
healthy pets. But, these screen­
ing test ar!:! designed to help pre­
vent the unexpected problem 
patienl from receiving anesthe­
", -

This week we had the per­
fect example 01 why the pre-an­
esthetic tests are important. 
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Garden Club Tackles Four Corners Before Winter Sets In 
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Carl , a 7 month old Rott-weiller 
was 10 be neutered. We have 
seen Carl since he was abool 3 
months old. He has had an un­
eventful puppyhood. He was ro­
bust. had grown to 66 pounds, 
and his owners had not noticed 
any problems. Fortunilte ly, or 
unfortuna tely, depending on 
your perspective, pre-an· 
esthetiC blood screen showed an 
elevation in his BUN. We re­
peated OlIr test to mIIke sum OUr 
fi rSI reading was accurate and 
then pursued o ther tests: a crea· 
tinine and a urinalysis. Long 
story short, we are doing further 
tests on Carl and il appears he 
may have been born with defi­
eient kidneys. It is not a good 
diagnosis for Carl, but with medi­
cal management he may get 
along well for a whi le . Carl may 
have had seriOus problems dur­
ing or after anesthesia be<ause 
01 his impaired kidney function. 

The next time I explain why 
we do pre-anesthetic: blood tests, 
I will remember Carl. 

.,w, 
Mayer Funeral Home Inc. 
4356 Lindell Boulevard St. 

Louis, MO 63108 

533-0293 
Guideon Richeson 

(From felt) Lu Green, Jul ie Einspanier and Lo is Schoemehl BUICk debris 
fOllr>d in the planler., before lhey begin t ransplanting. 

(From lei l) Michelle Pike, Jutie Einspanier, and 8e lh Tipton work al Ih in. 
ning overgrown ptants. wh ite Julie $choemeht aTld Lu Green (rear) evafu. 
ate another planter before plunging in. 

Meanwhile, down the street ... 

Gri llens Gatore: Neighborhood arl ist Andy ero" puts the linishing 
touches on a llowel box that he constructed and installed at the bilrri­
cade at Rosedale an(! Mc.Phetson. 
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1996 
Rags 

to Riches: 
• 

The 
World's 
Largest 

Yard 
Sale 

Photo. by Suzanne Johnson 

At the Kiogsbury ~~~~:~;;:, 
whIle her son. w~att . 
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Another treas ure rescu...:l lrom oblivion by B young , sharp-eyed " ul tomer. 

• 

New Houses For Sale in Kingsbury Square 
Three new to\lJl"lhomes are being completed in Kingsbury Square. 

One is already sold and two are 011 the market. Interested purchas­
ers v.oould have the ability to pick oot many of the features of their 
new homes. Susie Feinberg and Karleen Hoerr of Feinberg Realty 
are the sales agents. "These homes wilt each have 3 bedrooms and 
2 and V2 baths. There is an attached 2 car garage and a full dining 
room. The seUing price of the two remaining units is about 
$135,000. VariouS upgrades are available. 

-

A yo.mglter II entart.lned by e mIINeloul pupp"'t. 
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In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye L. Hoerr 

Wewere in the basement , look­
ing for box 73- IJFA4 o f shoes 
when we stumbled across a set o f 
g0sses. The glasses were used 
·when we were fi rst married, a 
score-plus ywrs ago. 4nd hIId been 
packed for safekeeping. After the 
second or third move, they were 
relega ted to storage. Th-e glasses 
aD have footbilll Cardinal logos on 
the sides, courtesy of Shell gaso­
line, so I can see why they were 
put into the time capsule WI! call 
our bilsement. There we were , the 
first wife and J. poking around In 
the bilsement, opening a variety of 
contlliners. trying to read handwrit­
ten labels on the shoe boxes, gen­
tly moving piles without ever look­
ing below the top several inches of 
detritus. To the wife 's credit , she 
has her shoe collection organized 
quite methodica lly. The first two 
digits on the box indicllte the year 
in which the shoes were purchased. 
while the next two tell in which 
month the babies o::ame horne. The 
letter system has something 10 do 
with the style 01 shoe. the first !et­
ler indicating couotoy of origin and 
the second lener signifying color (a 
• alabaster). The final number in­
dicates whether the pair of shoes is 
an only child (1), purdWlsed with 
other siblings (2). part of a family 
(3), or obtained from a wholesaler 
(4) . A~ luck woukl t.;,~ i i , no box 
73-IIFA4 o f shoes, We ran 
through the 72 series. along with 
80, 81 , and 86-91. We found a 
stack of old LP 's: the Beachboys, 
the Beatles, the MQmrnllS ~nd the 
Pop pas , the Four Tops, and. even , 
the Kingston Trio, I'd like to think 
that the last album was a gift. given 
to us by someone, but I'm not sure, 
The musical tastes in our house 
range from Willi e Nelson to the 
Rolling Stones, so anything is pos­
sible, Over to the left we found our 
blender collection. Well , It's really 
not a collection, like the shoos are, 
it's juS( t""t thl.!re are a lot of blend­
ers there , aU together. Back In the 
pre-Bee Gee ~ys, when we were 
married, there must ""ve b«n a 
sale on blenders or some such 
thing. For whatever reason , we 
were given SEVEN blertders! \The 
next most popular present was 
clock radios. We received three of 
them.) Anyway, we'd initially In­
tended 10 retwn the blenders, take 
them b"ck to Ve nture O T E.J . 
Korvelle. and cash them In for 
M>mething we newlyweds $Ordy 
needed. like a cook book. AIa$, 
even in the 70', lime was scarce 
and we never got aTOllnd to it. So 
today WI'! ""ve a mini-blender mu­
seum in the bilsemen t. And yes. 
we could still use a cookbook. not 
to mention a stove! 

We continued to search, de~ ... 
ing aWlly piles like someone wad­
ing in the oce"n and moving away 
the watcr, lind stumbled across the 
Iirst wife 's racquetoo.ll trophies, In 
her youth she was quite a jockette. 
'The zenith of her athleti(; eIIreer, 
though, may be the night that we 
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were playing doubles and J. as ever 
wanting to Ihings 10 be fair. pLayEd 
left-handed to keep the soore~. 
CRACK was the sound that my 
racket made on her- forehead. Uke 
a shot, she dropped to the floor, 
unconscious. The gOOd news is that 
one of our partners was an oph­
thalmologist , so hemade sure there 
was no permanent damage. The 
other good new:; was t""t as a re­
sult of my hitting her in the head. 
she was unable to return the ball 
so my side scored a poinl . 

Next to her rocquetball trophies 
we found her old Girl Seout me­
mentos. I knew we WIlre gelling 
close , 

"Tell me again: I said, in my 
ever-che ery. a lways-supportive 
voice. "why we're looking for this 
partlc"l~r box of shoes,-

"Don't be si lly : she said, "Il00 
know why, Surely IlOO remember 
73-11FA4!" 

"Right ," [said hesitantly, think­
ing furiously to myself but drolWing 
II blank, 88-06BR31 remembered 
weD, she was a good friend , And I 
II~ appreciated the leadership ' 
tm.1 91-01 G2 OOmonstrated when 
the sand/lb were .xling up, 77-
02BBI was old, but a good family 
friend, "nd who could forget the 
zlIny "nd crllzy jokes thll t 82-
0 1 BG3 a lways told? S UI 73-
11 FA4 ju<;t didn'l register with me, 

- I've found iI, - she shouted sud­
denly, ripping open iI box, knock­
ing owr an ele(:tric nol-dogger and 
pel rock in her enthusiasm , "Here 
she is!" Sure enough, she pu lled a 
dusty shoe box from the IIIrger con­
tainer of shoes, and written on the 
side in black marker was 73-
ll FA4. 
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"Oh good," I responded, ' of 
courw I remember 73-11FA4," 
being the supportive, il not totally 
honeS!, spouse, "And again, why 
the search 100-- this particular one? 
You have between two and three 
hundred shoes upstairs in your clos­
ets .• 

"I don't know what'.wrong with 
you: she shouted, losing her pa­
tience with me_ "Surely you know 
that lomorrow is 85- IOBI 's birth­
day, and remember how she and 
73-11 FA4 were 50 close? They 
struck up a friend5hip together in 
the shoe Iree and later even went 
on vaca t ion with us to 
DisneyWorld. -

"Of COU'5e. hc:ny. - I sai:lasiOOsteci 
off a M~ for Pt-.::5idrnt p:>Stcr. 
-it just slippOO ~ min:l." 

Our home is in 
the city ... 
so is our heart. 

" .,. 

C\\': 
CENTRAL WEST END BANK 
'~- --A ' Fe-J; ;'-;i S~~;~9;- 80nk 
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