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Prtsc1!la Dowden 
Cont'd from page 1 

In some northeastern cities, public 
schools had been Integrated and then, 
In the IntelW/lr perlod, there was a 
push to segregate them. Here In SI. 
Lools. schools IWre segregated 
and In the IntelW/lr perlod the push 
was for more segregation. SI. Louls' s 
African-American community has a 
strong trndltion of learning how to ma­
nipulate that system. 

()owjen's work focuses two of the 
most prominent organlzatlons of the 
time: The Urban League and the 
League of Women Voters. She be­
came ...eJY impressed with the large 
role the Urban League played In as· 
slstlng the AI!ican-AmerIcan commu· 
nlty . The League had a strong hands-
00 approach and did Its w;>rk wry well . 
John T. Clark was its execuli\>e direc' 
tor. His ph!losophy was that "We do 
vJJat we do because there is no ooe 
else todo it. In the 1950s and 19605 
the federal government took over 
some of the projects that had been 
handled by the Urban League It 
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seems to her that the federal govern· 
ment has not done as good a Job as 
the League. The league had IIKJrked 
00 neighborhood beautification and 
had set up block units and neighbor, 
hood clubs. 

There was a very high lewI of ra­
cial cooperation In SI. Louis In the 
Urban League and the League of 
Women \.btersdurlng a perlod of en­
trenched segregation. African Amen­
cans then had a cleare r Idea of vJJere 
they IWre going and how to get there. 
John T. Clark has IVI1tten in his mem­
oirs of vJJat happened vJJen he went 
to meet with a wealthy vJJite man by 
appointment in the Central West End. 
A maid answered and she slammed 
the door In his face vJJen he asked to 
enter. According to Dow;len, he un­
derstood what ha ppened. He 
knew they would have to meet some­
vJJere else. He endured It In order to 
carry on his work. In this aspect, 
things have changed. 

Dowden noted that the league of 
Women \.bters had a Colored Com­
mittee. The name was changed in the 
19405 to the fnterraclal Committee. 
The league always had an AI!ican­
Amerlcan women on its bo<Ird. It 
placed African-AmerIcan coocerns on 
Its agenda. There was social segrega­
tion too but health care and educa· 
tIon were addressed by the League of 
Women \.bters . 

Dowden's u.Qrk Is fascinating and 
she is an addition to the complement 
of academics vJJo reside In Skinker 
DeBaliv!ere. She and her family en­
joy the neighborhood. She likes be­
Ing close to the Loop, Forest Park, 
and Washington UniverSity and also 
enjoys the multidimensional diversity 
here. She \Wf1ted an older home and 
a neighborhood where the 
were closer together. 

Her final comments concerned SI. 
Louis's notable Inferiority complex. 
She feels that people miSl.ln<lerstand 
vJJy earlier generations chose to settle 
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here. The press often 5ay$ that peQPe 
were passing through, ran short on 
money. and sbye(i. In the period she 
looke<l at j)OOPe like Roger Baldwin, 
Susan Paul Vashon, and John Clark 
decided to settle here. They could 
have gone anywhere . Clark had 
founded the Urban League In PItts­
burgh and had IIKJrked for years In 
New York City . He was very attracted 
by St. louis and saw opportunities to 
exploit the publlc culture. He found 
SI. Louis to be a vibrant community. 
Of course, it was highly segregated but 
there was a strong sense of cMe re' 

and a rlch cultural life. 
Clark did note St louis's letsurely I!le 
style vJJich he Ilnke<l to the surruner 
heat but he was that residents were 
laid-back and that they really llked thts 
city. 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council Board of Directors Meeting 

February 10, 1997 (Excerpts from the minutes) 

Special presentation con­
cerning Parkvlew Proper­
ties and Washington Uni­
versity 

As the first order of business after 
the lTI€eting was caUed to order by 
President Gary Hayes, Sara Johnson 
Int.oouced Ste phen and Sauer of 
Parkvtew Properties. Sara announced 
that Washington Unlverslty has ac­
quired thirty-tuo (32) a partment build­
Ings In the Skinker DeBalivtere Neigh­
borhood. An agreement has been 
reached with Parkvlew to 
manage the properties. The apart­
ments are currently occupied prima' 
riIy by Washington University gradu· 
ate students . The wiklings are located 
o n Pershing, Wa terman and 
McPherson . The development rights 
for the property at McPherson and 
Skinker, the former site of the Sinclair 
station, are IncllOded In the pac\<3ge 
with Washington University and 
Parkvtew Properties. 

Sara Johnson also announced that 
Washington University Is offering 
loans to full-time faculty and staff who 
wish to purchase single-family or du­
plex homes in the area . This Is an 
effort to encourage home ownership 
in !he Skinker DeBaJivtere neighbor­
hood and In the Forest Park South· 
east neighborhood. 

Specilll will be installed In 
these buildings for use In caUing to 
report problems. There Is a Securtty 
Officer at the building on Rosedale 
from 6,00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m. 

Pollee Report 
Officer Terry Kowaklyk reported 

that on JanUllry 30, 1997 a fifteen 
year oklfemale was accosted by a man 
In the 6100 block of Westminster at 
approxlmately2:50 p.m. after leaving 
the school bus stop. She was able to 
get away from the man who Is de­
scrtbed as a thin black man 6'3" to 
6'5" tall, approximately 30 years oid. 
The police department Is asking for 
hetp in solvtng the crime. 

Lt Beffa reported that burglaries 
are up from last year (burglaries com· 
mitted without force). Year to date 
!here have been seven. They are up 
In all dlstr1cts, however this nelghbo .... 
hood has the lowest Increase. Simple 
assaults are down. Stolen automobiles 

have increa$€d b; three from last year. 
There were five thefts from automo­
bites In January. 

RecVcllng Program 
NSO Vi"'; Wolf reported that the 

Recycling Program wlU contlnl.le until 
further notice . Funds were found to 
continue: however it is still a p!lot pro­,.m 

EKecutive Di rector Laure 
Porterfield announced that the Plan· 
ning team for Delmllr Redevelopment 
wtll hold a public meeting Thursday, 
February 13. George Johannes Is 
coordinating . 

CDA Funding 
CDA has approved our request for 

$52,000.00. 

MetroLink 
There was discussion abo ut 

vJJether the council should take a po­
sllion on proposed changes to the 
Metrollnk system. Ann Smith Carr 
observed that the advisory committee 
was set up to be only. 
The commlrtee has not met. It Is rec­
ommended that the committee meet 
soon. A position regarding MetroLink 
will not be taken at this time. 

Paul Hohmann geve a report on 
MetroLink. He said the proposed 
North Roote w:;>t.id start "below grade" 
at DeBaiMere , come up and cross 
OesPeres at grade, then go down be­
""" grade and pass under Sklnker. 
The re would be three options fo r 
Des.Peres South of Parkway; I . close 
entirely, 2 . keep open to pedestrtans; 
3 . keep open to trafficwtth crossing 
Gate and flashing lights. 

The study management group 
meets February II, 1997 and then 
the East·West of DIroc­
tors wID meet the 3rd week in March. 

Andy Sisk asked if anything would 
be dooe to Impro..e the =\ling con· 
crete walls on the Parkv..03.y . 

Financial Report 
The financial report for January Is 

incomplete as IW do not hao,o! a bud· 
get. Have not received final 1996 
checks from CDA . CDA extended 
1996 adjustmen ts until Apd.The 
month ending balance: $17,8 21.46. 
Need direction on the Whitaker Fund 
(playground proposed for Four Cor­
ners). 

A motion was passed to accept 
Budget _2 contingent upon receipt of 
$52.000.00 grant from CDA, and if 
that grant is not received, to fall back 
on proposed Budget _I 

Nominating Committee 
report 

The Slate of Officers proposed b; 
the Nominating Committee: 
President - Gary Hayes 
Vice President - Sara Johnson 
Secretary - Gwendolyn Lazard 
Treasurer· Ann Smith Carr 

There were no other nominations. 
The slate was elected by acclamation. 

Security 
Washington University Students 

a re especially concerned about safety. 
There will be a Personal Safety Semi· 
nar in the Women's Building on the 
Washington University campus on 
March 19, 1997 at 6:30 p .m. 

Commercial Planning 
Committee 

The committee met with Cash 
America and 5900 btock of 
DeGiverville. Cash America wW make 
Improvements as requested by neigh· 
bors, the committee and Heritage. 
The canopy at the CounIrJl Store col· 
lapsed due to weight of ice and snow. 
1nere Is a new Q\mer. The store own­
erS In the Del mar area between 
Hamilton and DeBaliviere are being 
more responstble for keeping areas 
near their building clean, however BI­
State stili Is not doing so. There Is a 
special meeting Thursday, February 
13th. concerning Delmar Redevelop­
ment 

Beautification 
The courd Is stili awaiting a reply 

about the grant. The Oty Street Dept . 
will help Andy Cross v..hen weather 
Improves with Westminster barricade. 
It was suggested that block units In 
proewn areas around Westminster get 
together to discuss. No action step 
recommended. 

Recreation 
Arthelda Busch reported Increased 

funding for the EKtended Outpost Site 
at HamUtonElementary Community 
Education Center. This Is a part of 
City Recreation . The gym ts open on 

Saturday and Sunday from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. The week day program 
Is from 4 ;00 p.m. to 9 ;00 p .m. 

West End Arts Council 
The group has submitted Its Re­

gional Arts CouncU grant application 
for 1997. It includes concert Sl)ries, 
a film Sl)rles, the Kingsbury 
statue and public art workshop and 
Artists Exchange It. 

Rosedale Neighborhood Assn. 
A mailing will be sent out announc­

ing the next meeting. The associa· 
tlons' mission for 1997 will be dis­,-
Washington Heights 

Essie Mclean and Laura Herron 
were concerned about a replacement 
for Aaron Johnson, vJJo has resigned 
for the SOCC Board of Directors, as 
a rep resenta tive for 5800 • 5900 
DeGivervllle. Laure will work with 
them find a new Board member. 

Parkvlew 
The streets need repair work. A 

Neighborhood Improvement Associa· 
tlon wID be set up. New lights wID be 
put on Limits walk . 

Nina Place 
T v.o condos have sold In the 5900 

Nina Place Oxtdo. T v.o developers are 
Interested In doing part of remaining 
weant building on Nina Place. 

Grace United Methodist 
Church 

Rev. Roger Wreath Is new minster 
at Gf3C€ Methodist. Presideni Gary 
Hayes asked Rev. Mild Merritt to call 
the new minster and offer to asslsl 
him. 

New Cote Brilliante 
Church of God 

The church has purchased lot at 
Enright and Sklnker to solve the park­
ing problem. Plans are In the v.orks 
for something to show appreciation 
to neighbors. Rev. Merritt delivered 
first quarter check for $375.00. 

Other Business 
After lno.>eSllgation by Ann Smith 

Carr, the De.!d of Trust for property 
In Klngsb..LTY Square was executed and 
released. 
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In Your Ear 
by Hawkeye Z. Hoerr 

Welllt"S official. we' re now a AT 
&. TRIM famlly . No, It" s not like iIII"IY" 
one ~ tilt houseOOid has lost weight. 
He.wen fortJldl Riltlw. our nwnber 
one poodle. Senor MoxIe. has bten 
told ttw he has 10 go on a diet. 

It ...es a ~ physical. There 
_lWre. me. Seror Mol<. and o ... ...et, 
Dr. Sttw. Nter much poking and 
prodding and sletho".;ope peering 
Stew u;:trtaln0::i that Moxie Is In good 
shape for the shape that he I, In. 
·Huh?" f repiled. never being keen on 
medlCaljaJgon, "what's that mean?" 

"Simple: m:l Dr. Stew, "MOIde 
will be 12 ~ June. and that's 84 In 
dog~. For someone 84 he'sln 
rea$Oflably good shape. There are 
some ooncerTl5. however .. " 

My ears tinkled and I leaned for­
ward . Concerns? The Mox IS. after 
all. ill ~ued ITIIlmOOr of the famtly-de­
$pile his !X(aslonal midnight <WJlO$lts 
on 011" n.gs or his crabbj attIIude "u,en 
h1sagendabdiHetentthanOln. Sure, 
he's bItIen us a couple 01 times but 
not lately. And SIJIl, he groMs and 
snarls IIAlen he's unhappy. Ilke...tlen 
;ou try to mDYe him off the coo.dI or 
send hmouUide in thecold. Bul hey. 
the couch Is comfortabie and It"S cold 
outslde. so who can blame him? Af­
ter all. he can'l uS(! words so his grD<Ms 
are actuaU;r prelty communlUltille. 
And twr time he bites he Is rem0rse­
ful afteruards. 

"Mollie has ~Ined nine PJUl(Is In 
the pa.sI year: said Dr. Steve. Gosh, 
! thoughl, that·s about 2Q'lIo of his body 
IWlght. He continued, "Whal do you 
feed him?" as he rumm/lged lhrough 
the MOM'S medical lile. • ... 15 he stili 
on Purina Dog O\owr 

I cleared my thrOilt. This was a 
tittle ~~. "Uh. yes. And 
no. He', on PurirIa [):)g a.ow and 
we!iOll1eUmesgllleh lmothel"Sluff 100. " 
Now It ...es Dr. Steve's lurn: "'Whatf 

"at.: I conllnued. "Oo:;aslOnally, 
no4 very ollen really, but every once 
In a v.tJlle. sometlme. II he's been 
good. Infrequentfy, we give MOMIe 
some other thlnQ510 eat. y·know. $luff 
lrom the table.-

Dr. SleW: said nothing, waiting. 
Clearly he had ~ this paeh be, 
lore wIlh OIher dog 0WReTl'. 

1 swallowed and DoI<ed at the Iloor, 
'"We know_ sho\.M1', do l!. but he's 
such ~ gOOd boy. And I know that I 
Sure II.OUIdn·1 want to DIlly eat Purina 
Dog Chow meal after meal after 
meal.. ." 

A knowing smile came OWl Dr. 
Steve's face. "So..nat e><acll\l do you 
leed hknf 

"OIl, alblle bit of this and some of 
that." I cotiI_ thl,j\".!9l·t !ldeqUilIe. 
Why dkl I fee Ilke Itngemga rosary? 
"I often glw him a piece of bagel IIIllh 
peanut butler DIl!t. and the Ilrst lillie 
bke!shamgherfroz;enyogurt. When· 
ewr IW have pop::orn. \ikJ\ch Is prelly 
olten beeaU5ewe know IW need liber 
~ our dIeb. the MCtIl gets M. And IIAlen 
I"m hungry 1"1 ohen microwaw two 
Of thrw Lean CWmes but usually 
tI\~t"$11lOflI til(Ifll """,t!o eat,., the 
MOl< gets a half or so of them. When 
I ~ Into drinklng Slim f a'" for meals 
I II.OUId often prepare (tTl ex.tra one 
lor Moxie. And whenever I reward 
myself for I\lI'lntng In the morning with 
a cl'looco0te chip cookle or three, I 
break off a half for MOl<. Alter ... he 
Is ondoorpatrol,walthg iorme. And 
the MOIl lows pIoces of banana." Dr. 
St04 _ laking note5 and I paused 

10 let him catch up. 

The TImes of Sklnker OeBallvlere 

·Bul pizza Is probIIbIy the Max's 
fal,Orlte: I said. getting ~to the spirit 
of things. "and he', really partial to 
S<loU$/lge although he will eat pep­
peroni. He dfltws the IirwI al green 
peppers. dIough." 

Dr. Steue looked up. Slartled, "You 
mean there's something he won 't 
eat?" 

"Y€p." I said with 5OTN! pride. not 
wanting the Mox to look like the sea ..... 
omger he Is. -he spits 01.11 the green 
peppers. -

"Amazlng: Dr. Sleve il!lkI •• truly 
amazing." 

-va... rn.>&llt·samazlng thaI he has 
g/lined the u.eigh.lf 1 asked. 

"No," hecountered." It"$ amazing 
that he's only ~ed nine pounds!" 

So we agreed thaI the MOM will 
mow to the fiT & TRIM category. 
Boomer. hissiSll/T. doesn'tneed to lose 
welghl but I figure If It"s true lor us it 
"-'Ofks lor them: you can newr be too 
rich Or too thin . lla&ed -.oul this 

"'"""' the first .... ife and she agreo!d, we 
have 10 00 ..nat _ have 10 00. We 

ewn agreed 10 cut dOUlTl the lable 
scraps 10 only two meal5 a day. Ifs 
only fllif 10 mal«! i.mch and dinner a 
~ttIe special; they're on the\f 0II4l with 
the FIT & TRIM al breakfast. 

We roow have lour big bags of FIT 
& TRIM In the basement. We were 
afraid that MOltie or Boomer u.oout:I 
reject II. raised as they've been on 
Purtna more or less, but thllt" s not 
been the case. They both did a bll of 
smelling at !lut. the equivalenl of 
"What Is this In my bowl?" but soon 
settled In 10 scarfing the food (Io-.m 
...othout chewing. A good sign. 

!"ma bit u.olTled, though. that dlls 
n ....... diet .... cawe the Moll 10 \o$e 
100 mud! weight. After all. lor 011151' 
mas _ boI.i!ohl him this \ikJlte sequi"led 
doggie jacket, size XL. It" s Tiealy 0001 
wllh an tmasle 01 Elvl$ pl<IyIng the gul' 
tar on the ~ and fake red fur 1II"0W"Id 
the edg.es. He is so proud ....-!wn he 
\Wars it on those neighborhood walks 
wIlh the 111'$1 wlfl!; he absolutely stnnsl 
But now . ....t.at ~ he loses thlsWl!lght? 
Does anyone know II doggie seam­
stress? 

Our home is in 
the city ... 
so is our heart. .. .,. 

C\\'= 
CENTRAL WEST END BANK 
'-"--il.' f;d;~a i S~-Y;ng; s;';k 
.. 'O. hj;,.; .. . . \.I. I .. ~. MO IJ , , 1 • J ,. ·J61·lIoo 
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