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In Your Ear

by Hawkeye H. Hoerr

December 1998 APl Newseruvice:
President Bill Clinton today announced
a new initiative designed to save urban
areas and restore them to their former
luster. Standing on the White House
lawn, flanked by fiancee Monica
Lewinsky and chief of staff Kenneth
Starr, the president began o speak:
“For too long we have treated our cit-
ies, our core resources, as throw-away
communities, expanding helter-skelter
and building new infrastructures at a
cost to both taxpayers and the envi-
ronment. Today that changes. Rec-
ognizing that governance is the key, |
am creating a series of nationwide EEE
zones, ‘Empowerment for Excellence
by an Emperor.”™

Ms. Lewinsky's presence at a press
conference was a bit of a novelty, the
president having only announced their
engagement after the November elec-
tions in which the Democratic party
won twelve House seats, regaining its
majority status. She stood silentlly,
beaming to the press in her blue dress,
As reporters typed madly, their fingers
dancing on a bewy of laptops, the presi-
dent continued, “Monica and | have
long felt that while democracy has its
strengths — [ was elected by a major-
ity of the minority who voted after all
— we recognize that stronger leader-
ship is warranted in our urban areas.
Mr. Starr and 1, along with speaker of
the house Dickie Gephardt, have fash-
iened a new medel for decision-mak
ing, one designed to achieve excel-
lence. Effective today | will begin ap-
pointing 'Emperors’ of our urban ar
eas, individuals who have powers never
before granted since the days of na-
tion-states. They will be accountable
to me and given licence by me to do
what is necessary, not being hampered
by legislative bodies, federal or local
laws, or,” and he paused, “the approval
of the people. After all,” the president
now leaned forward, squeezing Ms.
Lewinsky's hand and smiling at his new-
found ally, Mr. Starr, “often the people
don't know what is needed.”

Referring to his notes, the president
said, "Representative Dickie Gephardt
has been working closely with us and
we have chosen St. Louis to be the first
site of the nation’s EEE effort.” At this
point Representative Gephardt came
forward and spoke to the audience: “I
have long regretted my decision in
1986 to supportt elimination of the fed-
eral investment tax credit. Taking away
this support devastated St. Louis™ re-
covery and that in many other urban
areas as well. Candidly," and at this
the Representative gqulped and
srmoothed out his translucent eyebrows,
“l pandered to special interests and
forgot my hometown interests. 1 hope
that my involvemment in the EEE Zone
act will restore the confidence of my
constituents. Because in 2000 there
will be an election for president and
friends and neighbors, [,.." But at this
President Clinton foreefully interrupted
him, stepping back to the microphone,
leaving Ms. Lewinsky, Mr. Starr, and
newly-appointed Secretary of State
Ross Perot, and physically blocking
Gephardt from continying his speech.

Smiling to all as if nothing untoward
had happened, the president began,
"But any policy is only as good as the
individuals implementing it. Great ef-
fort and thought have been given to
selecting St. Louis' EEE Emperor. We
wanted someone creative but not
blotched by ward politics or encum-
bered by toe much wisdom. We
wantéd someone who would readily
make new mistakes, Won't vou join

me then in welcoming the newly ap-
pointed Emperor of St. Louis,
Hawkeye Z. Hoerr?" At this a mur-
mir ran through the press corps. This
was a new name, not on their radar
screen.

The President continued, " Although
Hawkeye Z. Hoerr is nol a common
name, we at the White House have
been following him for years. He is
uniquely qualified for this position as |
indicated earlier. Unlike so many in-
side the Beltway, he will not suffer from
tee much intelligence or too much
ambition. We first came to know him,"
the president now turned to his left,
“from reading his column in The Times
of Skinker-DeBaliviere. Much of what
he has written over the years, actually
since [ was Governor of Arkansas, has
informed our palicies and influenced
our initiatives. 1 now glve you Emperor
Hawkeye Z. Hoerr."

The crowd grew quiet as Hawkeye
strode to the microphone. A tall, thin
bearded fellow, balding in a mature sort
of way, looking a bit like Tom Selleck,
he began to speak, "Thank you Mr.
President,” he began, obviously a bit
nervous. He unbuttoned his coat,

thereby exposing a garish black tie with
yellow smile-faces as its pattern. “lap-
preciate the confidence that you have
placed in me. [ have lived in St. Louis
for all my life and have watched the
politicians, like plans for renovating
downtown, come and go. | have seen
the football Cardinals leave town only
to be replaced by the excessively-ex-
pensive and equally bad Rams; | have
seen the river boat Admiral sold and
repurchased at a higher price; | have
seen highways drive apart our neigh-
borhoods and political boundaries sub-
divide us and create winners and los-
ers where even the winners lose. T have
seen expediency chosen over commeon-
sense and the leadership vacuum grow
even larger. But today that ends!”
He was speaking loudly now and
knocked over a glass of water on the
podium. lgneoring the dripping water,
he stepped back and surveyed the
crowd, “As the Prez said, | am an-
nouncing ten initiatives, all to be done
within one week. And in the future,
each week will find ten new directions,
all to also be accomplished in seven
days. We have waited and waited and
now is the time to act! These steps

will make St. Louis a better commu-
nity for all of its citizens.”

The reporters sat in stunned silence,
hardly believing what they were hear-
ing and seeing. Slowly Hawkeye
turned to his right and pulled a curtain
aside, showing ten initiatives, all in red
bold letters on a giant chart, all spelled
correctly. He read aloud: "With the
Emperor powers given to me, | hereby
decree that the following shall take
place no later than seven days from
today.” He looked at President Clinton
who was looking only at Ms, Lewinsky.
After a pregnant moment Hawkeye
cleared his throat causing the President
noticed him and give him a thumbs-up
signal. Hawkeye smiled at them both
and then spoke to the stunned report-
ers, referring to the chart,,

“First," Hawkeye said, "every
McDonald's restaurant in St. Louis will
be closed and replaced with a Ted
Drewe’s frozen custard stand. Gaso-
line is not cheap and we shouldn’t have
to drivedto South St. Louis to partake
in the best dessert known to man. Food
is love.

Continued on page 7

Our bome is in
the city. ..
SO is our bheart.
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