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IN YOUR EAR

by Hawkeye Z. Hoerr

| don't know what to make of the
fact that |'ve boen hearing the R-word
quite a bit lately

No, not Recession. Not Ruminate,
and neither Rapture, Roll,
Rodomontade, nor Rapscallion.

The R-word Is retirement.

Mind you, I'm not thinking of re-
tirement. My Job Is still fun and [ enjoy
rolling out ol the sack and geoing to
work each day. But at my age, am l in
the minority or what? Everywhere |
turn, someone has called the world of
work quits forever  Everywhere | turn,
folks are stawing in their pajamas until
10am and giving all of their work
clothes. ties, or high heeks, to Good-
ties and high heels, but that's another
column ) It gets worse: those who
aren 't already retried are talking about
thetr impending retirement. The boom
in the baby boomers is gone; we are
now without gunpowder!

My gunpowder has been wet for
some time  You see, | just had what
my family calls “a highway birthday ~
In this case. it was the big 5-5. No,
I'm not at highway 70 vyet,
thankyouverymuch! While | feel fairly
youthhul (on some days) and can cer-
tainky make claim to remaining imma-
ture (on all days), | recognize that | am
no longer a young pup. Indeed, no
matter how much [ would like to feel
Itk & young pup, those days are over

Young-puplsm Is gone, Tailwagging
and howling at the moon are but dis-

tant memories, and | can't tell you the
last time | chased a car.

As everyone who works with me
knows, you'l never see my picture in
the dictionary next to mature So |
can often deceive myself that I'm not
getting any older after all But then
my body tells me I'm aging in lots of
not-so-subtle wans. Each and every day
it tells me; it shouts to me. Getting out
of bed in the morning is now a mult-
step process; move this knee, squirt
WD-40 on it, move it again, then an-
other squit.  Then move the other
knee  And It's not just my creaking
and rusty joints. More and more of

the pathways through which | recelve
information can be placed in the “en-
dangered senses category.” My hear-
ing is virtually extinct. Huh? I | had
to survive on my sense of smell, I'd be
in real trouble My evesight is fine as
long as | remember where | placed my
glasses when | last tock them off
Thankfully, my sense of taste, abwans
a strength of mine, has weathered the
test of time. | can still discern among
brands of glazed donuts and can easily
identify a ceegar with Cuban origins.
And my sense of memory is, will be,
uh, sorry. I've forgotten my point here
My halrline is but a memory and | of-
ten fall to recognize that person who
looks at me in the mirror. He reminds
me of my dad. but other than that_ I'm
ol sure

Like most of us who have been
qgetting the AARP membership card lor
longer than we like or can remember,
I try to convince myself that I'm resist-
ing aging.  After all, | still play quasi-
seml-full-court basketball at least
weekly, read the comic strips, and am
a devotee of Fleetwood Mac and the
Rolling Stones. Indeed, I'm astounded
to realize that not only am | a tad older
than Prez Clinton, I'm not that much
younger than Dick Cheney. Now
there s a scary thought!

But retirernent? No way, Jose As
| said -~ at least | think | said it, I'm not
quite sure - | enjoy my job. | am suc-
cesstul and feel like I'm helping to make
a difference in the world. That sort of
satislaction Is hard to beat.

Now granted, much as | enjoy my
job, | also enjoy not enjoying my job
That is, | relish the weekends and va
cations In fact, I've been fortunate
enough to have some prolonged pert-
ods swany lrom work. and while I'm al
wans happy to return. it's not because
| wass bored while away. | have a myriad
of interests, from writing letters 1o the
Post that are never published to think
ing about my Great American Nowel
to reading at least some of the books
that taunt me from my bedside But
each time I'm away, | appreciate how
much fun it is to be back at work. |
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sible areas that could be cited, but it provides a common-sense guideline to the

sorts of issues the inspectors might raise regarding your property

Tuckpointing, painting, shifting, cracking, bulging,

Tuckpointing, structural components deteriorating,

Broken glass, painting, securing, screen doors torn,

Walls
loose siding, etc
- Chimney Tuckpointing, loose bricks, etc.
- Porches
handrails, siding, etc.
- Doors
etc.
Basement
Areaway

Tuckpointing, painting, securing, handrail, drain,
debris, trash

RetainingWall Tuckpointing, cracked/bulged, collapsed

Premises Walk Cracked, shifted

- Windows Broken/cracked, need painting, screens, trim

+ Gutters &

Downspouts  Defective, need painting, sewer connections faulty
+ Parking area  Surface deterioration

+ Fences
- Autos

uﬁﬂuwpuu

Defective, need painting
Unlicensed auto in vard
- Garage Painting, tuckpointing, gutter and

m:nrd::radumdlwud

- Open Storage Truh.a'u:ldlhrh. bricks, appliances, lumber, etc.

- House

~ Front and rear Numbering

, doors,

figure, perhaps foolishly, that | can do
the other stuflf when I'm older and
grayer. So for me, retirement isn't
somathing to which | necessarily as-
pire

Yet everywhere | turn, someone my
Qe SOMetimes even youndger, is hang-
ing up the strap. Just the other day |
was talking with an old college frater-
nity brother He's been teaching for
more than 30 vears and “come June,”
he says, he is “outta here.” Both the
date and the party are set. Huh? He's
my age with a June retirement party
planned, and I'm thinking about hiring
people for the next year. His toothy
grin would make the Cheshire Cat look
shy

“But what will you do?” | asked him,
a bit ennvdously but more curiously
“Oh, | don't know,” he rephied smughy,
having clearly fielded this particular
question a raft of tmes. “I'm thinking
of making getting into landscaping, or
maybe |'ll have time to watch all the
great games on Classic ESPN ~

“Whoa," | thought to myself, I don't
know anyone who really has the time
to watch Classic ESPN, except for
Bernie, and you can argue that this is
part of his job. Think about it time to
waitch the 50's Yankees, 60's Packers,
70's Steelers. 80's Cards, and 90's
Bulls Now there's nirvana for vou!

Then, at a holiday party, | talked to
younger than myself He's been re
tired for a few months now. “lnvest
ments have been good to me, ™ he said
*Investments have been good to me™?
I'm not even on a first-name basis with
my Investments, and his have been
good to him? Where did 1 go wrang???

“So.” having regained some of my
composure, “what will you be doing?”
| asked him. preparing for the worst

*| donno,” he responded with a
smile, “looking for projects, reading.
sleeping late, getting acquainted with
Diane Rheam and Alex Trebek = His
smile lit up the room

The next day | was at work, where
else, when the first wife called me, re-
turning from a Girls' Luncheon she had

attended. She called about 4pm and
when | asked her why the lunch had
gone on so long, she said, “Oh silly,
my friends are all retired, We had noth-
ing better to do than eat bon-bons and
gossip.” They're retired, too, | pon-
dered, rubbing my sore knee. Were
thelr investments good to them too?
Or was it their first husbands? Or both?
Clearly I'd done something wrong in
my feral youth. Somewhere there was
a retirement ticket and | must have
passed on it. It's a bit like the fact that
| never took the SAT because | kept
forgetting to bring my money, simply
another lost opportunity.

| began this column by saying that |
enjoy my job and am not looking for-
ward to the BIG R. That's still true
On the other hand, it's clear that at
this rate, in a few years I'll be the only
person my age who is still working, at
keast still dressing up (relatively speak-
ing) and leaving the house each day to
go to work. | already wear clothes that
are older than many of my employees
but with all my peers hangtng It up.
this is getting ridiculous.  After all. we
don’t know when the grim reaper is
coming, so we may as well have some
time to relax before the final whistle

What to do, though? Surely,
Shirley. it will cost a bundle for me to
retire. My magazine subscriptions,
alone, will exceed my Soclal Security
check. Then there's my monthly on-
kne and cable television lees, not to
mention the cost of belonging to both
the Cigar- and Pastry-of-the-Month
Clubs. | can do without new clothes
or travel, but these, dear reader, are
necessities.

's too 1ate 1o buy AOL or Microsolt
and expect to make a gonzo profit
when selling. Buying options on Rams’
PSL’s has gone by too. | can be fru
gal. | can sawe every dollar possible,
but since I'm already a1t the highway
age, that's not likely to do the trick
It's clear that there's only one route
keft to me to avold being the oldest
person | know who still goes to work
each day.

“I'd like 100 Power ball tickets,
please.”
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cross both the Parkway and the
MetroLink racks. The fourth option
was an at-grade crossing Under this
option, pedestrians would cross the
parkway as they do now and come to
an opening which would allow them
to cross the light rall tracks,

Alter these optlons were presented,
nelghbors were invited 1o make com-
ments and ask questions about the pro-
posals. Although Bi-State officials
noted that the underpass would include
security cameras, a number of residents

nally, some residents expressed con-
cerns about the safety of people cross-
ing the MetroLink tracks on foot. Bi-
State officials noted that a similar at-
grade crossing currently exists down-
town near Busch Stadium and has been
used by many people dally without in-
cident. At the conchmsion of the meet-
ing, those in attendance were askod to
evahusate each of the four options on
four different criteria salety. conve

nience. neighborhood context, and
aesthetics.

On February 13th, the Skinker-
DeBaliviere Community Council
passed a resolution alfirming its sup-
port for placing the Metrolink tracks
underneath DesPeres However,
among the options presented by Bi-
State at the February 8th meeting, the
Community Council expressed a pref-
erence for a combination of an over-
pass and an at-grade crossing to give
pedestrians multiple ways of accessing
Lindell and Forest Park

Bi-State's final decision on the type
of pedestrian crossing at Des Peres is
will have their next opportunity to pro-
vide input on this and other issues re-
lated to Metrolink at a design charette
scheduled for March 28th
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