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New City School Celel>rated Tom Hoerr's 20 Year Milestone 
From the New City School 
Newsletter: 

by Chris Smith 
Do you remember you were 

doing In 19811 To help put 1he qoes­
lion into Ptr$PeCdve_ twenty yearJ ago 
IBM sold 11$ personal CO/llf,l\!ier, 
f'Tlru Charles and Prtr.celll wed. 
aM both Ronald Reagan aM PopeJohn 
Paul 0 wer<lthe Iarge!$ 0( 

Al New City 5<:hooI. pMI.'1I1s 
not onIyc.zlebralad the IQnIh 

of the Id100I ()OO 'P'Jn9 the I:J,dking at 
W<otermafl BOd lak<!. !hey wek:omed a 
new 0IrecIcr ilII well. 

ThIs spnng, Thomas R . ........... rur­
rent din!dor of tw Oty School. re­
ebfated 20 yeatS 01 vision 
and devo!Ion 10 !he "'milles 01 1'tCS. 
Tom sdected S<Iar<;h Conm\­
tee which Included Board mernbolrs, I"""" 
ents and teach<IrI . l<Id by th0l Dean of 
law at St. louis UnIVOlU'Sity, Rudy Has!. 
Ihecorrml.tIIlI! SPfo!I1! 6 rronth$lnlllrvlew­
Ing cancIida/gs. What were they 
looking lor? -New City needed 1Om\l­

one who coUd and put IIlto 
pncIIcea IotsIon 0( $t>R>1!OlW 

""'" could """"" \IS beyond the Sit3Ius 
quo mentality." aca)I(Ioog to r ..... Short. 
!he ne<I oI1he boi.m.I. New 
Cily """ In 1he uoertYiabIe po$IlIon 0( 
looking lor lis Ioorth oSrecIor III eIoNen 
years. Acting ilII 01 a brand new 
school in the midst 01 muaIhon <h;us­
sIon'I aIx>\lt educational phbophy and 
the 1IiUIed. and oft<li1 untested. method · 
oiogiols which ran rampant In the '70's 
and '80', look \15 toll on three highly 
qualified and respec:l0d educators. "We 
needed IIOIT1eOI who coUd rationalize 
and rodify the cumcuIum lnIo One with 
with a SOO(le and NqUenCe from \o"lM to 
year," said board IIItn obeo John Wei!. 

ru a Han15 Teadl.enCol­
leg<!, Tom', tao1les1 aspnilons InducIed 

nol rno.d> more than being a football 
COIICto. That changed when he began to 
work with itude<ots. Rl'fl«tlng on his 
days ilII a 5tUdenI !eadler. Tom says. "] 
began 10 _how teachencould dlange 

. 1he lives of kkb.· He began his Il'aCh­
Ing career III the St. uu. City PUblic 
Schools BOd Itotn relllrned 10 UM-St. 
I.otols to elirn his Maslen Degree In 
school BOd earned his 
Ph.D. in fdo"aHMaI BOd 
Program DeveIopmeut from Washing­
ton In 1983. 

Tom senoed as pr'Inc\pa\ Pershing 
ScI>c:d In Ihe Unlwnlty City School Dis­
Irlct lor three yem before New City W<lS 
Iorto.mt.!enough 'While 
ther .. , Tom Irocorpono"1ed new reading 
programs Into 1M (\ally Iat:n:: 01 ,oo 
school. He: also worked III Anding new 
ways W) InI.oIo.oe parentS"!heIr d"do .. n·. 
edo.oocMIon. So bo-oogtol Tom 10 

Tom and Karle.en at the AnnIversary swdent assembly. 

Aboue: Tom receh.oa CII" 
Procla mation from Lyda 
KreWson. Board presiden t Sl.Ie 
Schllchler Is on the left. 

Le/!: Tom wI/ II Board member 
Fronk Hamsher ond NCS 
parent John Sandberg. 

Below: Tom with Bl.Irrouglls 
headmasler, Kef til Shohon. 

search lor ;, new spa( 10 -.:be his \t-
5Ion of dial can rnaM a:toooIs great'"] 
.emembe. being Interviewed the 
seard! corrmnee," be says. "not really 
being ..... e I _ Interested In 1he Job. 
But the more I talked with them, the 
more excited ] became about a rrbskm 
that reaIIydoes put kids ar.d en:;oo,or­
ages to be cr<lllIlW.· 

'MI<Ii1 became on board III New C;ty, 
\bon were 235 SlUdents, 25 Ie<td>en. 
and baler that kepi <IWry:)rIe in R)$­

penN whllechoo5ioog thetrdolha eado 
.....,..nng. One olIN &bo:oo.oI New 
City Is 1he ..-y 01 Jod< Sardey. ]1<VP 
of Wi12k! '81 and w... '83. cor'*'!! to 
school at 4:30 wery 01"0)mIflg 10 IIghI 
ltw! boiler "*aoow It ((l$\ 100 TrllCh to 
keep It running aI night, CIeafIy Tom 
toad his won. C\II out lor him! 

Am on the agenda WIIS to put New 
City on 11 $I3bie 8COIIOiTk loot­
ing. The Board $\rfng'ihmed 115 AnOUl!il 
Giving p'\'>g ram (which 
$14.000 the year before) and 
the .trong rellotlonship with the neigh. 
bomood. Sirn.olta!leOll&ly, Tom began 
IIing!ng 00. 
ministralOrs to New City . A perfor· 
mance ·baMd me.1I pay syotem WM 
adopled in 1985. AlumnVae parent 
MimI Hirshberg feels that one 01 Tom's 
major strvng1tos II "his ability to <.iretl 
the school while letting people: grow 
within the bouodaJies 01 1he vision toe 
has lor NCS.· As the fInantIaI picture 
and lheeducarlonal program Ioon:Ilheir 
ie<2l, II was time to IU!"n 10 what was.both 
a giant asset and 8 h'-'l'l 1I/1b11lty - the 
building. 

WIlen Ihe structure 8t and 
lake was purchased by New City In 
1971 It was 70 yean old and had not 

mc.e!wd rruch gentle. kMng carOl OWl" 

recent \}I!i)f1:. Mud! 0( the space that to­
da y w .. caU th , lowe . Or 

unusaUe due 10 IoorJ. 
Ing. am 1he.,.... 00IAd be s.Jid of rruch 
01 dlI! serond loot 6.oe 10 age;,nd wear­
and-tear. It New CIty """ 10 grow, Its 
spaoe woofd I\aI.Ie 10 impn:Ml - <h5Ii­
calfy. Thuo began a ftfteom year period 
of ""pita! Improvements which have 
dwlQIld the lace of the school ftom dial 
one """"paper COftespondent called 
"hiPP/Y-tatterozd" 10 8 setting oor kids are 
eager to learn In. WIth Ihe "Building on 
a Dream" which renowll!d 
TrllCh 01 buIld!ng In 1988, tne "Urtwo 

whId! pu-chase:I 
tne Iiond 10 the west 01 the school and 
created tIXUt field am 
running IrlIek In 1992, aM !hi! ""("he. 

a' ... R .. nowotlon" campaIgn , which 
broo.oJht 1he 90 JIeIiI'OId !healer back 10 
ilsoriglnal d l:aHuuty ln 1999.1he 
New Oty WfTWTIUrIiIy IwIs I1Iised (MIt 

$3.3 AOdIHOnaIIy. ku 
years ago, New CIty WIll awarded a $1 
million granl lor building maintenance. 
which !nduded tuckpoindng, new wi ... 
dows and cond itioning , New C!ty 
School Is now one 01 the archltecll.lral 
gems 0I1he Central West End. 

But II1OI'e than all the $IX­

Ce5lS with boIcI<s ;,nd IS the c0m­

mitment Tom has toad 10 lhe ..... iClIiMaI 
and diverse mIIke-t.op 0( New 

Cily School. The bo.n\tr$. vision was 
10 haue a school ..t.ere dlben 01 dil· 
""rent races, religions ;,nd eo;ononW:: 
meM\S ....,.., learn 1Og<IIher, !hereby 
..... 'ili rg aboll am fromeechocher. ThaI 
mission olin drlva New CIty School 
tIo!rty-t)r'li! y!!atS latlll'. and It I\IJS beeJ11he 
prlme rn::wer In Tom Hoerr's vision lor 
the ""hool. PuttIng good teachers 10-
gether 1$ the ftrsI step. according to Tom. 
"Good teaclu!rI make good schoolJ; 
great teachers make great school •. -
While locusIng on tIwo faculty's profes­
sional 5tand;mIs BOd __ of o;oIIegIaI­
Ity, Tom and the board haw wori<ed to 

Conll,"*, on pogeJ2 
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IN YOUR EJ\R 
by Hawkeye Z. Hoell" 

It only took twenty million bucks. 
That ', ' rlght, for a measly 
$20.000,000; Dennis TIto was able 
to b0come an astronaut. 01<. he was 
a CQIIl1O!\iUt. but you get my point. 
Hlsc.atapuldng Inlo spiIICe on the back 
01 his checkbook was a smack In the 
lace to tho$e IdeaIi5Iie folks ...no 5lIIf 
monev COlII '1 buy happiness. I meNlo 

tid !IOU see the photo taken of him after 
he returned to Earth? Sure. the In · 
creasein gr&vity h<Id taken Its Ion and 
he l/JIUI1'l able 10 stand withoo.Il help. 
But did you _ the beaming smile on 
his lace? This was one happy /eDah. 
He CQUIdn' I haw been lilly' happier. 

No .... granled. I don 't have 
$20.000.000 ilIId II !IOU. re reading this 
11'9, !IOU p<ow.biv don 'l have it either. 
Not only do 1 nOI have twenty mllHon 
bucks. 1'101 only do I not have twenty 
mllUon M.a, or twenty million do\lM$ln 
phoney Monopoly money , For 
heaven', sake. I don'l e\.IeIl hIM! checks 
u.tth long enough blank bnes 10 let me 
write all the digits necesRll)' IOf a 
r..oentymlllondollar~. I'm 
001 poor but my ear is 13 ye3r$ old 
and I take IdJanrage of the edla:alor', 
di~t for my dally NYnmeJ $1.11). 
scr1pt1on, Heck. I don'l even know 
anyone....;th $20.000.000 lI1iess, that 
Is. !IOU count Mark MeeOJ.oire. (Ok. to 
be honest . I realy don'l \!:low him. 
We' .... Ike, _metoraJl!.Chng. But 
I'w watched him on lekMsioon enough 
so thaI I feel Mke I sort of know him.) 
. But I'm not botheied by Tllo', IIIC-

110m In dropping a ton or two of coins 
to bring a smile 10 his face: mo.-e power 

·10 him. methlnks:_ As my 00d used 10 
say. "If !IOU've got!t. ,pend It: Good 
old <*:I. may he rest In peace. Gener­
ous to a fault, he never really had It. 
but iI dIdn'l stop him from spending It 
Me? WeI, I &:!n'1 choose wbely. I 
haw neither wealthy parentS nor an 
oocupadon !Nt wil bing me fane and 
fOft1.lne. But that'. nOl a problem. 
Alter ai, I do buy Powem..Jl k>itery tide· 
ets. and as I SIIY to my first "";fe, "S0me­
one has to "";n, $0 II may as well be 
~: 

In lact . just betv..!en you and me. 
dia. ...ader, I /uIhJ expect to"";n one 
.of these 1ott01e._ Each time,! buy, I 
can feeill In my 00nes! It 's onIv a 
matler 0( ~me, I am sure.. Heck. to be 
honesI , lam so sure that I amgolng to 
win that 1'1 be UOZ'I'J dlsappointed whtn 
1 do "";n If the amount fsn 't fN beyond 
8 mere len or twenty milhon bucks. 
What a downer thaI would be! Think 
!!bout II: maybe you win onfy ten or 
twenty million bucks. You thinkyou 'rc 
on eaIOJ street but, coops. Uncle 5.!tm 
f;()me:S along andlrrwne:ialely taI<es a 
big ch~k 011 the top_ Then cOll5ldef 
!/CIU' new Insurance agents (with thIt: 
much moola. you have 10 have lots of 
different kinds of Insu-ance), *~ty 
staff (you don't WlInt the WlwllShed 
masses gert!ng too close). pubIjdst (the 

KINGSBURY 
A NIMAL HOSPITAL 
.. ",.s_ ( .. ~) 

Stephen 'A. Brammeier DVM 

Full Se .... lce Grooming AVllII8ble 
Hou .. by Appointment 

M30 Mon., Tl'us.1 9-4:3 FfI/ I()'2 Sat. 

721-6251 -

tabloids love to dump on successful 
entreprenel.l'S like yourself so you need 
a spokesperson to meintaln your int· 
age). and your persOrII)l driver and ac­
C<)UnIan{_ AU the.w folks requlJe ..... 
lIlY, FICA con\JftJ.JtIons, htaIth Imur­
ance, pb; ~ presents IOho!newr 
one of their Itthins ties the knot or 
has a kld. Pretty XlO(l \Iof1aI was a "";n­
nlngs 01 thirteen million bucks has 
dw!ndIed to only four or ftve million 
dollars. And what can yOl.l do with 

""" _ What you """" I do ....;th only fOU' 

or fI"..e miIion smacker$1s go inlo space 
with the RuskIes. They are strapped 
lor cash and aren 't ready to Ioo.wr their 
prIce of admission 10 that small 
amount. No . ....;th only lou' Of fIw 
million bucks. ~ onlY Is there no ride 
In OUler space. there-s no ov.rnlng a 
major Ie3gue SpOlU team. no buying 
an entire neighborhood to keep the 
fools from starting thetr power tool>:I at 
7am on Satmiay. nodonatlng money 
to re-route the MerroUnk line 10 wheo-e 
il should go. All of tho!e eKtraYagan--­
des cost more that meager Slogle-digit 
million. 

Alrighl. suppose I do hit Ihe 
Powerball numbe-rs on a good week'! 
5uppo'!e t h~ t I'm living right and 
BINGO, I ~. ~y. Slxtyor e\shty mI~ 
lion bucks. Hang In there ....;th me! 
first things fi rst, I ~ Ted Drewes' fro­
__ custard and PartagM ceegars lor 
the neighbomood. Enjoyl Then I tat:e 
what's corrWng_ "OK, Uncle Sam, t3l<.e 
~ r:ut." ]'1 say. -and while you're at 
It. take an eKh 7 mil and cover hlgh­
way 70 downlown so thai: we can walk 
to the Aich. - NUl 1'1 go to the Mayor 
and County Executive and teU them 
that I. personally . "";U p&y for the addi, 
tIonaI cost to take the MetroUnk ex­
lension down Oakland AYenUlt, by St. 
louis l/niuersIty High School, the S& 
ence Center, Forest Perk Comrnunity 
College, and Hlghlancb ()ffIu Park. 
That', .... here It should haw been 
routed In the first place. of COIJI'Se (but 
hey. they don't call the CurrO!JlI route 
the WashU Extension for nothing). In 
the mean~me. cuttln' checks right and 
left, I've have taken eare of my mom 
!she gets a ""'" car) and the IIrst ..me 
tIor...tJom 1'1 pwdIased an enttl\! shoe 
stOfel. 

But there's more! Thal 's right 
Because 1 was.mart and canoy 0'I0lIgh 
10 buy my "";nnlng ticket on a week 
when the prize WoU BIG bucks, I'll still 
got 30-35 million left. What to do? 
Well, my financial acMsor - oh yeah. 
she's now on my payroll 100 - recom­
mends JdIIng the Cl/I$h In to IOJTIe con-
5e1'.19t1wil'lWSll, ... iIS.. She tells me that 
frani ~ the Interest . I can get *'-t 
$2,000,000 per year for pocket 
change. spendingmoney. neuertouch­
ing the principle! Can you believe it? 
That would mean. tholql, that I'd haw 
10 ~ve on ~ mere couple of mil ~ year. 

COLONIAL 
RUG COMPANY 

6191 Delmar 

Complete Floor Service 
Remnants Always In Stock 

Bill Schiller 

726-3281 
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Give<ne8break. I'm not gettill!l any 15,000.000 when she gets her hall! 
yoonger so 1 want to .pend It while I And 1 thought Uncle Sam WoU bad. 
can. IcMdn 'twork that hard to "";n the Ewrthe pragmatist , I began to 00-
lottery to WlIlCh my money sit in the gotlIIte ._ The first wife Is 8dYen1\l'e-
bank. tome , 10 be SUle. but she is 110 more 

What to do? 1nterestl'.dInOlUrspaotor MI_ Everest 
WeI. the Cosmonaut rCUIne Isout, ihan a man In the moon. ~, 

011, sure. I could afford to drop twenty she lW.I!dn·t e\Ier\ be ~ in own-
mil on 8 ride to ".,.er ~e but. er, Ing a piece of the CardlnaI5. But she 
there's 8 problem. ! can barely keep Is consistent. Righi , you know where 
from revililUng my lunch when I ride I'm headJll!I. What deal can [ strlke 
on the Screaming Eagle at Six Flags, that....;11 &kle her fancy? 
so jetting Into outer space doe$n't fIoar ...... , ......... . 
my boat; Hmmmm, whal other expe- Yep. the year Is 2010 and·1 am-
rienoes eouId [buy? StnIy I could lind 110. we are - now the owner of a chain 
a group to take me to the top of MI. of high fashion sholl store:t. The I\ash--
E_qt. But It I.IIOUId be awMIy cold Ing neon sign. tastefully done , abow 
up 'thefe and once you're on the top . ~ store entrance r~ K"rlHn 's 
what's there 10 do besldesturn 1If0l.lld Creations: Vk lend 10 you. $QUI "nd 
and come down? Nail. Ilhlnk I'n pfiSl 'sole. The good rte\IJS Is thaI there·s. 
on being a pt)Slscript to Into Thin Air. why am I not $UTpr1Jed, a fortune to 
I've alw8ys wanled to cruise down the be made in women ·uhoes. lt turns out 
Nile . but It's awfully h,ithere. even In that I'm actuaily making money, hand 
....;nter. $0 I think I'n J'lo"S"- i'w ruled over foot (pm intendedl! Can you be- -
".,.Iots 01 other opIions too, from not lieve It? ~ whole thing Is so boa-
buying maIChlng SportS can (100 tacky) live and addictiw !hat my IegBl team-
lOnolbuylngapolitidaolfewryonehas did I tel you that I-now employ liw 
one). PoItIcshasaiways Inbigued me, attorneys? -Is preparing 1egislIo1lon 10 
~. so I could run for office. fol· be ~Ied by my senators and represen-
lowing In the footsteps of others who tatives thaI win ~Ilow me to keep the 
have purchased themselve$ an office. tu. revenue that I earn, I want to build 
but that's no fun . Once electe<! you a new big sto'~ doWntown. adjacenl 
have to be nice to constituents and do 10 the retro b.:osebioll park that was built 
heavy ~k. Hke voting. No. not for $(!V\l1\yearsago, SUiTOUIldltwithretail 
me. and residential building$, and call "The 

And then It hit me, out of the blue. Shoe ViIl1Jge." 1 am 1'101 being I8lrea-
Actually , she hit me, out my nap. lOn!IbIeataJIandam slm!lttasldngto 
"What?" the IirS!: wife pl"oclalmed. keep the taxes that I earn and pay. 
"!IOU're sitting ~ with $20.000.()()(). After all. K"rieen's Creolfonsls a tour-
30.000.000 to spend? What about 1st Mecca and OUT many uisttors con-
ME?" As you might Imagine. this led tributes m illions of dollanl to the ""'!-
us 10 a wonderful cb::usston about JuSt .0poUtan area economy. The Mayor 
WhOie money If IS, anyway. 1 Iii RfSt----an1i CounfYSliperW6f are Wltfi me on 
wife reminded me thai Mlsscu\ Is a this. they appreciated my pa)bIg lor 
dowry Slate: everything i$ jointly held the MetroUnk expansjOl'l, so now iI's 
~bothspoi'Ses . ~p, yougottt . My jusla rmtler oftlmeandlobtoylng. And 
$20-30.000.000 Is really only $IC). hey, If there if one thing thai money 

can do for you, besides ~teeIng 
happiness. jt's get good lobbyists. 

• 

'rom HoerT's 20th Anniversary at New City School 
Conllnued from pcoge 1 J 

m:>YII U$ hom the days thai the winter 
paynlIwasJOlTll!!lmes paid inca5h JtId<y 
from Tree Lot sap 10 a level of compeII­
m.e salaries and ~1Its ..nlcfl help 10 
re~ our !l'eal tOO>ers_ 

The m:>re eluslw challEng<l 01 main­
Ialnlng an Irw:lependent. ruitlon,b.:oJed 
school ....;th a student body ref\ectjye of 
ITI30y ~flerent economic levels in SCI(;\. 

ely has oca.opIedTom·s energy lor much 
0/ the last decade. ForturnIeIy, and We 
10 careful I'OJrII.ftlQ and dearty.;utI(o,o. 
lated goals. New Ciry has been able 10 
grow ils endowmenl from less than 
$100.000 to nearly $2 rnlDlon In the 
last nine ye3"', The ...-.dowmomt r1O\II 
provides almost 20% of the funds 
;,warded.foI- financial aid. Tom', com' 
mttment to the New City 01 the 1uhJr'e Is 
abundandy o::!ear ..m..n he says. --n.. 
COJ'CIooed ~ol the eodcMrment....;. 
Insure thai, despilit Ine\tIabIe tuMIon Ino 
cma5I!S. "" will be al:je 10 mainIail1 our 
fIXicHJc::onorr biIIance in hNe years.. " 

One: car-not a~ 10 surrwnar\zIe 
ltils 20 year Io¥e; affair wllti New City 
wlthou1 speaking 01 Tom's prescience In 
IniroWdng the Theoryol MuiHp/e intel· 
IIgenees to OU' cuniculum. It two been 
thlrtefln yean since Tom reli.O'r>ed from 
a sabbatical tuning with the answer lor 
..nkh l'MI had been searching - the 
method 10 help kIdi find their best WlI9I 
to learn! In ~ bshIon. Tom con-

ve-ned a committee 01 facully ..no 
~ InteresI in ihe colloep( and rRJI'­

IUnld this·!J1a5S roots effort 10 dw¥je 
1he ""'Ytead'iing wHdoneat NewCity, 
No! only has ltils......olutionlz how kids 
learn al Waterman and lake. but II has 
grown Into a nailorel and Inle1nailonal 
movement-with New City recognlu'd as 

• 00i! of the 1eaders_ Tom·s lx>olo., 8ecorJI. 
'fiog A Multiple Intellig<lnces School, two 
been IriinSI<'OIedInlO French and ~ 
and hi! has...-lllen monf than 30 articles 
about MI and faaAIy collegiality. Tom 
tr.weIs 10 schools and conferences aI 
0I'ef ihe .....-..Id 10 stJare the New Qty 
~_ But one of ihe easlest w1Iy5 to 
bring a smile 10 Tom's fllCe Is by passJng 
on aluiMI/ae's COlTmerots abel( how MI 
has changed their 11ve$. "Better !han any 
\e$I score, more importanl than any 
achievement, is a student·s sense 01 sell· 
~ and sell'WO!1h, II they know 
who they are. Iheir goals and accom­
~menl5 can be ~n'iIles. This Is how 
we <:flange dle Vo<lf1d. . .one kid al • t!me_ -

The Board of Trustees has dedi- -
cated the fountain in the ~tennlal 
Garden to Tom In honor of his 20th 
year at NCS. The Centennial Garden 
and fountain wlU toe formally dedicated 
in October z001 . 
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