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Fall 2001

IN YOUR EAR

by Hawkeye Q. Hoerr

It started with my watching
Gladiator on the tube for the fourth
time. There was Russell Crowe, in all
his glory, fighting left and right, blood
spilling and the crowd cheering. |
knocked over my popcorn while rool-
ing for him. "Gosh,” | thought, while
pulling the kernels from the shag car-
peting, Tve seen this before, but
where?” Then it dawned on me. Of
course! Gladiator is nothing more
than a re-make, and not a terribly
good one at that, of Rocky [Il.

Now mind you, I'm biased. | con-
sider the Rocky series high art, Those
flicks had it all: a battered hero, rags
to riches, sweat, blood, the good quy
triumphing (other than in Rocky 1),
more sweat and blood, and even a
love interest. Honestly, the only thing
that comes close to them are the any
of the films featuring Inspector
Closeau. (Or anything with Meg
Ryan, but that's another storny.)

But why? What is the attraction of
the Rocky sertes? Sylvester Stallone
will never be canfused with the great
actors of our era - Rock Hudson, Mel
Gibson. or Buddy Epson - and while
the musical score is great background
while jogging or doing vour taxes, il
really doesn't contribute much. The
heroine? Gosh, | cant even remem-
ber her face, much less her name

Then it dawned on me. The Rocky
series captures our imagination, grabs
our viscerals, pounds In our heads
because it addresses the one constant
of humanity. That's right, sport.
Whether it's the soccer field or basket-
ball court, the ice rink or swimming

pool, sport simplifies life. There are
rules, there are winners, there are los-
ers. We might complain about the
ump, but life doesn't get much clearer
than in an athletic competition.

Some folks think that sport requires
a ball. Unless a sphere is put into
play, it ain't a sport. In a word, they're
wrong. While most sports do revolve
around a ball, thats not necessary.
What is necessary is some semblance
of rules, a way of keeping score, and
a clear-cut criterion for determining
who wins and who loses, Gosh, it
sounds a lot like dating.

OK, so we've established that sport
is integral to human nature, produces
good character and strong citizens,
lowers the crime rate, attracts tourists,
creates community good will, and
aclds to the tax base. There is simply
na doubt that sport is good for the
quality of life in our community and
even better when plaved in a new sta-
dium. (To be fair, you haven't missed
something in my preceding para-
graphs. In fact, I didn't establish these
things at all. It came from a press
release sent by the baseball Cardinals
in support of their new taxpaver-fund-
ed temple, | mean stadium._)

As should be obvious by now, | am
maost knowledgeable about sports.
Having spent much of my youth play-
ing them, reading about them, talking
about them, watching them. and
dreaming about them, | know sports
left and right, first and third, port and
starboard, birdie and ace. (Knowing,
unfortunately, doesn't eguate with
plaving, but that's a story for another

Minutes, June 11
(continued from page 7)

Lyda also reported that she met
recently with Bi-State and the Mayor's
Office regarding her goal of getting a
“real engineering effort” for alternatives at
Des Peres and the Parkway,

She reported thal 6186 McPhersan
continues lo be a problem. She continues
to receive many camplaints about activity
at the home; about the number of folks
living there; and about behavior on the
sidewalk and even in the streel, She may
invoke the nulsance ordinance regarding
this property.

John Thomas reported that Grace was
trying to work with the owner in order to
bring the building up to code as parnt of
code enforcement. It was moved and
approved to write a letter to Mr. Taylor
notifying him of our continued concerns
about the number of unrelated people liv-
ing in the building and the disruptive
behavior. [f this situation is not remedied
immediately, the Council will urge the
Alderman to move forward with eminent
domain.

6172 Delmar - They continue 1o oper-
ate a business withoul an occupancy per-
mil. They have no license for cafe activi-
ties. The Commercial District Commiitee
continues o try to work with Legacy
Books on this.

Redistricting - Lvda's goal is to keep
the ward intact. However, the ward
needs to give up a few hundred people.

There were various questions and com-
ments about the Foresi Park/Des Peres
intersection and the Jersey barriers now
blocking bicyele, rollerblade and baby car-
riage access fo the path.

There was an update on the Foresi
Park Advisory Councll - Five valunteers
have been found to attend the meetings.
There may still be an opening on the
Advisory Council, [t was moved and

passed unanimously that we send a letter
recommending Lara Lennon Doyle, Lana
Stein. and Rick Bender be considered for
these appomtments.

SDCC Board of Directors

dune 11, 2001

Transportation  Committee Paul
Hohmann reported that the station at
Skirker has now shifted 1o the east and
the walkway to Limits Walk eliminated.
Right now there is a pedesirian bridge
over the tracks in a five-foot cut.
Congressman Clay's letter to Bi-State was
distributed.

Residential Committee - Lana Stein
and Laure Porterflield reported that Code
Enforcement is proceeding. 44 people
have applied for the grant money; some
22 have not completed and attached
code violation letters. They were notified
by mail that this needed to be done if they
were to be considered for the program.
John Thomas is working with churches
and block captains to get resources and
relerrals to people who might need assis-
tance

Kingsbury Square - Sharon Fitzgibbons
reporied that the Bi-State facility has
walls built on the neighbors’ property.
Walls are built of rotting railroad ties.
Want a brick wall 1o keep cut noise and
pollution from busses.

Kingsbury Square asked that the board
write a letter asking that the old wall be
demolished and replaced with a brick
sound barrer moved back to Bi-State's
praperty. It was moved and seconded to
send a letter after all details are waorked
out with Sharon. Val was intreduced as a
potential new representative to the coun-
cil,

Respectiully
Schoemehl,

submitted, Tim

time.] Given that my body is aging,
given that things hurt in the morning
that | didn't even know | had when |
went to bed the night before, | find
myself relegated to being a sports affi-
cionado rather than a sports partici-
pant. With time on my hands, ['ve
ruminated on sports. After many
hours of pondering their attraction,
I've come up with something pretty
exciting and relevant: a hierarchy of
sports. Yep, consider this your holi-
day present, dear reader. ['ve ranked
all the major sports, low to high, on
the CRASH scale (the Continuum of
Reliable Attractiveness, Sophisti-
cation, and Heartrate), Every impor-
tant sport is rated on its political
acceptance,

Hawkeye's CRASH Scale (in

ascending order)

LOW political acceptance
* cock fighting

® Car racing

- dugb chasmg phnlw rakhits
= Waorld Wrestling Federation
* ruphy

* hoxing

- archen,'

» hockey

- shmpu:

* darts

* lacrosse

* speed White Castle eating
* tug-of-war

* Twister

* s0CCeT

o attending a Bee Gees concent
® swimming

* foothall

* horse mcing

* selling gift-wrap

. hupsn.:u'lch

® diving

® selling candies ar Skinker & Milbrook
* Jeopandy

* figure skating

* long-distance running

® hide & seek

» track

* synchronized swimming

* flying a kire

* baseball with a designated hitrer
* ping-pong

* 1ennis

* hudminton

e sky diving

* {ootball wearing helmets

* volleyhall

* diving into water

® ficld hockey

* fipre skating

* flying a kite outdoors

® basketball

* dogdpe ball

# baselall without u designared hitrer
o vonchronized Twister

® rvmnasiics

* cliess

* Steal the Bacon

* the Electoral College

HIGH political acceptance

Mot listed because they really aren't
sport: golf, bowling. origami, cards.
and bicyeling.

So, whaddya think? Does your
ranking agree with mine? Do vou
have some sports that [ve neglected?
I'm right and you're wrong, but I'd be
interested in vour 3 cents amwway.
Send your Sports Ranking to me,
Hawkeye, at trhoerr@AOL com.
Entries will be considered the proper-
ty of The Times of Skinker
DeBalivere.

Minutes, May 14
{continued from page 7)

Resources Office, regarding the bene-
fits and responsibilities of living in an
historic district.

Paul Hohmann, chairman, present-
ed the Transportation Committee.
Report. The station at Skinker has
been moved slightly east and the exit
ramp at Limits walk has been elimi-
nated at the request of Parkview.
BSDA just recently learned that the
sidewalk area, which they had
assumed to be public property, in fact
was constructed on an easement
granted by individual property own-
ers. As a result there is not enough
room to construct the previously
promised sound wall between the
tracks, now shifted to the North side
of the Parkway and the homes on
Pershing in Parkview.

Beautification Chairman Andy
Cross reported on the Brightside
Planting Day, which was held
Saturday, May 5. The flower
exchange also went well A huge
truckload of mulch has been used
throughout the neighborhood to
mulch public areas. Free grass seed
and brightside flowers were also dis-
tributed. The plant exchange also
went well. Many thanks to neighbors
who swapped or contributed. Many
new flowers were added to the play-
ground. Andy is looking for volun-
teers to water at Four Corners Park.

Ad hoc Education Committee -
Betul Ozmat had to resign from the
committee because of a conflict with
her summer teaching schedule, Jesse
Brown agreed to become the new
chairman,

Chairman Lana Stein reported that
Code Enforcement was proceeding,
Mearly 250 information packets have

been made and handed out. As part
of his work at Grace Methodist, John
Thomas is working to get a code com-
pliance initiative underway that will
focus on serving low income and sen-
ior citizen residents who need help
bringing their buildings up to code.
John asked that the Council agree to
be a co-sponsor and be named on any
literature. It was agreed that the
Council would co-sponsar,

Executive Directar’'s written report
was included in the Board packets.
The plans for the Transpartation
Flaza and streetscape enhancements
paid out of FTA grant monies are
moving along well. The design team
recently in St. Louis proposed many
exciting ideas with particular focus on
lighting and similar amenities. Gary
Boehnke reported for the Housing
Corporation. Made note of the
removal of the retaining wall at the
corner of Rosedale and Washington.

Dan Schesch reported for the
Executive Committee. He will send
an email to solicit neighbors to attend
the Forest Park Advisory Council
meetings. He is also looking for
someone to head up the next phase
of office renovation. The Council also
recognized and thanked Lana Stein
for her vears of service on the Board.
She is no longer living in Nina Place
and thus cannot be their representa-
tive to the Council. Board members
raised continued concerns regarding
bulk items put in the alleys when it is
not bulk pick-up. There being no fur-
ther business the meeting adjourned
at 8:50 p.m,

Submitted by acting secretary Tim
Schoemehl.



	SD_times0109-001
	SD_times0109-002
	SD_times0109-003
	SD_times0109-004
	SD_times0109-005
	SD_times0109-006
	SD_times0109-007
	SD_times0109-008

